
THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
December 20, 2025 

“The Sign of God’s Favor” 
  

THE WELCOME 
  

THE OPENING HYMN #357  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  (verses 1-5) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(please stand) 
 

THE INVOCATION,  CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen.   
P:  If You, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? 
C: But with You there is forgiveness, that You may be feared.  
P: I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word I hope; 
C: my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning,  
 more than watchmen for the morning. (Psalm 130:3 & 6) 
  



(Silence is observed for personal repentance and prayer) 
  

P: Holy and gracious God, 
C:  I confess that I am a sinner and am guilty before You, O Lord, of all my sins. I 

confess that I have lived as if I mattered most. I have not hallowed Your name as I 
should; my worship and prayers have faltered. I have not let Your love have its way 
with me, and so my love for others has failed. I am mindful of those whom I have 
hurt by my words and actions and those whom I have failed to help. All my thoughts 
and desires are soiled with sin.  I am truly sorry for all of this and ask for grace to 
forgive my sins and the aid of the Holy Spirit to change my sinful life. Amen. 

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
P: “Your word is a lamp to my feet  (The Advent candles are lit.) 
C: and a light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105) 
 

(please be seated) 
  

THE INTROIT Psalm 130:5-8; antiphon: Isaiah 64:1 (ESV) 
P: Oh that You would rend the heavens and come down,   
C: that the mountains might quake at Your presence.   
P: I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in His word I hope; 
C: my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, 

more than watchmen for the morning. 
P: O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 
C: and with Him is plentiful redemption. 
P: And He will redeem Israel from all His iniquities. 
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P: Oh that You would rend the heavens and come down, 
C: that the mountains might quake at Your presence. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE HYMN #357  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  (verses 6-7) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins 

which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
  

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 7:10-14 (ESV) 
Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, "Ask a sign of the LORD your God; whether in the deepest 
depths or in the highest heights." But Ahaz said, "I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to 
the test." And he said, "Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that 
you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” 

  

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

  

THE  EPISTLE  Romans 1:1-7 (ESV)  
Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which 
He promised beforehand through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, concerning His Son, who 
was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be the Son of God in 
power according to the Spirit of holiness by His resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of 



faith for the sake of His name among all the nations, including you who are called to belong to 
Jesus Christ, to all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

(please stand) 
 

THE HYMN #332  “Savior of the Nations, Come”  (verses 1 & 8) 
Savior of the nations, come,  
Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth,  
That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 1:18-25 (ESV)   
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When His mother Mary had been betrothed 
to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with Child from the Holy Spirit. And 
her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to 
divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a Son, and you shall call His 
name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins." All this took place to fulfill what the 
Lord had spoken by the prophet: "Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and they 
shall call His name Immanuel" (which means, God with us) (Isaiah 7:14). When Joseph woke 
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not 
until she had given birth to a Son. And he called His name Jesus. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

  

THE NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for 
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 
of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again 
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 
 

(please be seated) 

Glory to the Father sing,  
Glory to the Son, our King, 
Glory to the Spirit be   
Now and through eternity. 

 



THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
  

THE HYMN OF THE DAY #359 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”    

 

 

 

 
   
  

THE SERMON  “The Sign of God’s Favor”  Text:  Isaiah 7:10-14 
  

THE PRESENTATION OF OUR OFFERINGS  “Lift Up Your Heads” (LSB 341.5)  

 Redeemer, come and open wide  My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 
O enter with Thy grace divine;  Thy face of mercy on me shine. 
Thy Holy Spirit guide us on  Until our glorious goal is won. 
Eternal praise and fame  We offer to Thy name. 

 

(please stand) 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 (Each petition concludes with this response: “Let us pray to the Lord,” “Lord, have mercy.”) 

 

THE PREFACE  (page 208 in the hymnal) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 



P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P:  It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose 
way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might 
escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

THE SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy  (page 208 in the hymnal) 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;  
Heav'n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION         
 

THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  Amen. 
 

THE AGNUS DEI ~ The Lamb of God  (page 210 in the hymnal) 

 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 

(please be seated) 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE DISTRIBUTION HYMNS   
#389  “Let All Together Praise Our God”   (please remain seated for the final verse) 

 

 

 
 

5 He is a servant, I a lord: 
    How great a mystery! 
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 
    No truer friend than He, 
    No truer friend than He. 

 
6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 

 
7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

 
Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990 

Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 

 
 

   
 



#376  “Once in Royal David’s City” 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



#375  “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising” 

 

 

 
 

5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing 
When by faith we grasp this blessing, 
And to You we come confessing 
    That Your love has set us free. 

 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990 

Tune: Public domain 

(please stand) 

THE DISMISSAL 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart  in peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

THE POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P:  We give You thanks, Immanuel, that You have refreshed us through the gift of Your 

presence. You are God with us in worship and in our daily lives. Empower us with the 
peace of Your eternal presence. Increase our joy as we receive and welcome You born for 
us and with us as Savior and King. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
C: Amen.                                             

(please be seated) 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, 
From Your lowly manger cheer us, 
Gently lead us and be near us 
    Till we join Your choir above. 

 


