The Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost
August 22-23, 2020
“Using Our Gifts for God’s Glory”
THE WELCOME
THE OPENING HYMN “Son of God, Eternal Savior”

THE INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19b, [18-20]
C: Amen.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: Though the Lord is highly exalted,
C: He regards the lowly, but the proud He knows from afar.

Psalm 138:2, 6

P: Let us humble ourselves before the Lord and confess our sins.
(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.)

P: Almighty God, merciful Father,
C: We humbly implore Your mercy and ask Your forgiveness. Our lives have not
reflected the confession of our lips, and we have failed to marvel at the depth of the
riches and wisdom of the knowledge of God. Instead of trusting You, we have relied
on our own understanding. We have thought too highly of ourselves instead of
presenting ourselves as offerings in gratefulness for Your mercy. Hear and forgive
us for Jesus’ sake, and fill us with the Holy Spirit that we may seek nothing but to
know Your will and the strength to carry it out.
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
[John 20:19-21]

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know Your Son,
Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the life that we may boldly confess Him to be the Christ
and steadfastly walk in the way that leads to life eternal; through the same Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 51:1-6 (ESV)
“Listen to Me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD: look to the rock from
which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your
father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, that I might bless him
and multiply him. For the LORD comforts Zion; He comforts all her waste places and makes her
wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in
her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. “Give attention to Me, My people, and give ear to Me,
My nation; for a law will go out from Me, and I will set My justice for a light to the peoples. My
righteousness draws near, My salvation has gone out, and My arms will judge the peoples; the
coastlands hope for Me, and for My arm they wait. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look
at the earth beneath; for the heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment,
and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; but My salvation will be forever, and My
righteousness will never be dismayed.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

THE EPISTLE Romans 11:33-36, 12:1-8 (ESV)
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His
judgments and how inscrutable His ways! “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who
has been His counselor?” [Isaiah 40:13]. “Or who has given a gift to Him that He might be

repaid?” [Job 41:11]. For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be glory
forever. Amen. I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace
given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to
think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the
same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of
another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if
prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in His
teaching; the one who exhorts, in His exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the
one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 16:13-20 (ESV)
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say
Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that
I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed
this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will
build My church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Then He strictly charged the disciples to tell no
one that He was the Christ.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
And sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE BIBLE MEMORY VERSE FOR AUGUST
Romans 12:21 “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
THE HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service”
1) Lord, whose love through humble service
Bore the weight of human need,
Who upon the cross, forsaken,
Offered mercy’s perfect deed,
We, Your servants, bring the worship
Not of voice alone, but heart,
Consecrating to Your purpose
Ev’ry gift that You impart.

3) As we worship, grant us vision,
Till Your love’s revealing light
In its height and depth and greatness,
Dawns upon our quickened sight,
Making known the needs and burdens
Your compassion bids us bear,
Stirring us to tireless striving,
Your abundant life to share.

2) Still Your children wander homeless;
Still the hungry cry for bread;
Still the captives long for freedom;
Still in grief we mourn our dead.
As, O Lord, Your deep compassion
Healed the sick and freed the soul,
Use the love Your Spirit kindles
Still to save and make us whole.

4) Called by worship to Your service,
Forth in Your dear name we go,
To the child, the youth, the aged,
Love in living deeds to show;
Hope and health, goodwill and comfort,
Counsel, aid, and peace we give,
That Your servants, Lord, in freedom
May Your mercy know and live.
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THE SERMON “Using Our Gifts for God’s Glory” Text: Romans 11:33-12:8
THE OFFERING (Please leave your offering in a plate in the Narthex, mail it, or bring it to the office.)
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
(Each petition concludes with the response: “Let us pray to the Lord,” “Lord, have mercy.”)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS

