
The time came to write this article, and I was 

drawing a blank. I wanted to write something to do 

with God’s greatest gift of Jesus our Savior, whose 

birth we celebrate at Christmas. I read the Bible’s 

accounts of Jesus birth in Matthew 1 and Luke 2, but 

nothing jumped out at me to guide my thoughts to 

share in this article. I decided to sleep on it and 

hoped the Holy Spirit would guide my thoughts in 

the morning to give me an idea. He often does, and 

usually it’s right in front of me. 

 My alarm went off this morning, but I didn’t get 

out of bed. I was somewhere in that alternating 

state of being awake and then dozing again when 

Chris’ alarm went off. She has it set to a Christian 

radio station and a song was playing (the jolt of 

hearing her alarm almost flips me out of bed!). It 

was a newer song with the title The Goodness,     

recorded by Toby Mac and Blessing Offor (Season 

7 of The Voice). What caught my attention were the 

words “through the good, and the bad, and the   

ugly.” Those words are the title of an older western 

movie by Clint Eastwood, and so, now the song  

really has my attention! Here are those words in the 

context of The Goodness: 

Through the good, and the bad, and the ugly 

I can still see the sunshine above me 

Lord, I love all the ways that You love me 

You’re the good, You’re the good,  

You’re the goodness. 

 As soon as I arrived at my study at church I did 

a search for the lyrics of The Goodness. It has a 

great message, and while it may not be your       

favorite music style, if you hear it a few times, you 

will appreciate the beat! But those words! We are 

being reminded of the truth that even in the    

heartaches and heartbreaks of life, the Lord in His 

goodness is still at work in our lives.  

 One of the refrains in the song goes like this: 

 Ain’t no doubt about You 

 Everywhere that I go  

 You keep showing up Lord,  

 You make me want shout it oh 

 You’re the goodness in my life. 

 “Everywhere that I go You keep showing up 

Lord”—and there was my hook for this article! 

God made a promise to all His people already in 

the beginning in the Garden of Eden when Adam 

and Eve sinned. God promised a Deliverer, One 

who would save us from our sins. Throughout all 

of history God has kept His promise and kept on 

showing up to deliver and save His people who 

trusted His promise, and, relying on His promise, 

cried out to Him. Then, “When the goodness and 

loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, He 

saved us, not because of works done by us in 

righteousness, but according to His own mercy, 

by the washing of regeneration and renewal of 

the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us richly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being  

justified by His grace we might become heirs  

according to the hope of eternal life” (the Epistle 

for Christmas Dawn, Titus 3:4-7, ESV, emphasis 

added). 

 As you and I go about our days—

”everywhere we go” we can live in absolute  

confidence that our loving and kind Lord and 

Savior will be with us. He will “keep showing 

up,” “Ain’t no doubt about it.” By His coming to 

be our Savior He has paid for all of our sins—He 

has removed that barrier which had separated us 

from God (Ephesians 2:14). He will keep show-

ing up for us, for “Surely goodness and mercy 

shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will 

dwell in the house of the Lord forever (Psalm 

23:6, ESV, emphasis added.).  

 The angel told Joseph Jesus would also be 

called by the title “Immanuel, which means, 

‘God with us’” (Matthew 1:23). Allow Him to daily 

strenthen you by His good Word of promise, and 

you will celebrate in this season and enter into 

every day of the New Year joining in praise, 

“Lord, You’re the goodness in my life!” 

 

Your fellow-servant for Christ,  

Pastor Mahnken 
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Please remember these members at Christmas: 
 

Gracewell: Gaylord Boeck, Ruth Reincke and Kenny Winsor. 

Heritage Heights (Eventide apts.): Donna Koch and Delores Sonksen. 

Maple Heights: Elaine Friedrichsen. 

Odebolt Specialty Care: Ruby Friedrichsen. 

Silveridge: Janet Beeck, Lois Ernst, Janice Gierstorf and Gerald Pedersen. 

 

 

 
 

Poinsettia Tree 
 

If you would like to donate a 

poinsettia for our memorial 

poinsettia “tree”, please call 

the Church Office 676-2235. 

Let us know if it is being     

donated in memory of   

someone.   
 

The church will be purchasing all poinsettias 

in order to keep them identical. Cost is $10 

each. 

============================= 

ANGEL TREE DONATIONS 
This year our Angel Tree will be in 
support of the Sioux City Gospel 
Mission.  
 

Their primary needs are blankets, 
quilts, hats, mittens, sweatshirts, 
boots, underwear (new) and the 

following food items: canned vegetables and fruits, 
soups, canned tuna or chicken, coffee and pasta.  
 

Please take an angel from the Christmas tree in the 
Narthex to help brighten someone’s Christmas, 
thank you!  
 

Sponsored by our Mission Board 
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Our congregation will support TAP 

       (Temporary Aid Program)                             

Through the month of December  
 

Many necessities can’t be purchased with 

Food Stamps such as paper towels, toilet paper, 

soap, disposable diapers, shampoo and laundry           

detergent. 

At this time TAP is particularly in need of:    

personal hygiene products, toothpaste, tooth-

brushes, shampoo, laundry detergent, etc. Of 

course, we welcome all donations of non-

perishable food items also such as: sugar, flour, 

peanut butter, soups, cooking oil, tuna, canned  

tomatoes, tomato paste, tomato juice, macaroni, 

spaghetti & spaghetti sauce, hamburger helper, 

tuna helper, complete pancake mix & syrup. 

Please be very sure that the items you donate 

have good expiration dates as often TAP has     

received items that have already expired and that 

makes more work for them as they can't put them 

out on the shelves. 

Cash donations are also very helpful as they 

enable us to buy in quantity and take advantage 

of sales.             

Donations can be sent to: TAP, PO Box 121, 

Denison, IA 51442.  TAP is located at 210 South 

25th Street, just north of El Jimador. It is open and 

staffed by volunteers Monday and Thursday from 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  

There will be a donation box in the church   

Narthex through the month.   

Registration opens December 15. 

Special Event!  

Our Immanuel family—every 

man, woman, and child—is     

invited to a not-normal time at 

Mission Central on Sunday,   

January 8 from 3-5 p.m. Gary 

will give us the entire tour! You 

will be blessed! We will then 

have supper together.  
 

Please watch for more               

information! 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Larry & JoAnn Clausen ..................... December 6, 1959 

Lowell & Julie Teut .......................... December 7, 1984 

Curtis & Jan Schultz ......................... December 8, 1967 

Larry & Judy Jensen ......................... December 12, 1975 

Gerard & Mindi McKibbin ................ December 14, 2006 

Doug & Stephanie Prussing ............... December 18, 2021 

Matthew & Christine Wunschel ......... December 23, 1988 

Gene & Lori Kragel.......................... December 25, 1978 

Jacob & Abby Macumber .................. December 30, 2017 
 

Please notify the office of any omissions or corrections. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wednesday Advent Worship 
 

This year supper will be served before  

our Midweek Advent Worship and will begin at 5:15. 

Worship will begin at 6:00 p.m. 

Caroling will begin 10-15 minutes before worship. 
 

November 30, 6:00 p.m. 

“The Apostle John and a Vision of the Bride” 
 

December 7, 6:00 p.m. 

“John the Baptizer and a Terrible Wonder” 
 

December 14, 6:00 p.m. 

“The Prophet Zephaniah and a Vision of Joy” 
 

 

 

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Worship 
 

Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship 

4 p.m. and 8 p.m.  

“The Voice of An Angel and a Sign of Great Joy” 
 

Christmas Day Worship 

9 a.m.  

“The Voice of An Angel and Great Joy for All People” 

 

Our Christmas Day offering will go to  

Immanuel’s Home Mission Fund. 
 

There will be no Sunday School or 

Bible Class on Sunday, December 25.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

December 2………………..Becky Hanlin 

Brian Hennings 

December 3…………….Kevin Andresen 

Kaitlyn Bruhn 

Merry Jacoby 

Terry Kline 

Loretta Reimers 

December 4…………….Tyson Hennings 

Jonathan Lundell 

December 6…...Savannah Steinkuehler 

December 7………….…...Clinton Bruhn 

Josh Hanke 

December 8………………...Karli Wittorf 

December 9………………....Sara Becker 

Elaine Friedrichsen 

December 10……………...Janice Jepsen 

Julie Petersen 

December 12………..……….Tom Bubke 

Paul Nahnsen 

Angela Nielsen 

Darwin Petersen 

Willis Petersen 

Kathy Weiss 

December 14………..……….Dana Kolln 

December 15………….……...Lila Bubke 

Nash Heiden 

December 16………...Ashley Gallagher 

Ken Winsor 

December 17…………..Dennis Segebart 

December 18…………...Colton Clausen 

December 19………..Reighlyn Bremser 

Morgan Jepsen 

December 20………...Hannah Lindberg 

December 21…………………...Ryan Hill 

December 22…………...Mary Chisholm 

December 26……………...K’Lynn Harm 

Austin Hubbard 

December 27……………….....Lois Ernst 

Ryan Friedrichsen 

Doyle Slavik 

December 28………….....Quintin Lovan 

Ally Lundell 

Jaxdan Pierson 

December 29……………....Sandy Bubke 

Scott Moeller 

Wynn Otto 

December 30……………..Charlie Beeck 

Anthony Hatcher 

PAGE 3 
THE DECEMBER IMMANUEL MESSENGER 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kent & Nan Bornhoft ........................ January 4, 1997 

Roger & Carol Walde ....................... January 15, 1961 

Charles & Jean Rohlf ........................ January 28, 2012 

 
Please notify the office of any  

omissions or corrections. 

 

 

 

To be included in your giving statements for 2022,  

gifts must be received in the church office 

 by December 29, 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School Christmas Service 
Saturday, December 10, 4 p.m. 

“Christmas Jubilee” 
 

Please mark your calendar to join us for this special     

worship opportunity, and plan to enjoy a soup supper    

together following the service.  
 

The Sunday School is sponsoring the Christmas tree in the 

north Narthex. Please bring new or gently used toys to be 

given to area children. The last day to bring them will be 

the day of the program, Saturday, December 10. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The 5th-12th grade classes will have program practice 

Wednesday, December 7 from 6:45-7:30 p.m. following 

the mid-week Advent services.   
 

ALL children will have practice Saturday, Dec. 10 from 

9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. We look forward to seeing everyone! 

 

 

 

 

January 3………………..Denise Clausen 

Hannah Prussing 

Ronnie Streck 

January 5…………....Christi Fredericks 

Blaze Palmer 

Robert Whitenack 

January 6…………………...Nick Riessen 

Michael Rothe 

Scott Schultz 

January 7……………..Nancy Bielenberg 

Ryan Kragel 

Karson O’Brien (1) 

January 11………………...Kent Bornhoft 

January 12……………….Tyler Hennings 

Marlene Lee 

January 13……………….Randy Segebart 

Bonnie Teut 

January 14………………..Jake Schneider 

Madilynn Shafer 

January 15……………..….Don Wunschel 

January 16…………………..Tracy Beeck 

Elli Heiden 

Sandy Hummel 

Kirsten Maschmann 

Kimber Wood 

January 17………………...Kelsey Wittorf 

January 18…………………..….Elsie Otto 

January 19……………….Bethany Daniel 

Linda Prussing 

Amy Schultz 

Payton Schultz 

Jessica Thistle 

January 20……………...Aaron Hennings 

Kristi Kluender 

Jessica Ogren 

Jordan Voss 

January 21………………..….Chris Sands 

January 22…………………….Elaine Teut 

January 23……………….Makayla Beeck 

January 24……………..….Judy Gierstorf 

Karl Wittorf 

January 25…………………...….Joan Bral 

January 27……………………Sheila Groth 

Cindi Paulsen 

Beth Winquist 

January 28…………………..Jayne Jepsen 

Evelyn Streck 

Ramon Velasquez 

January 29……….….Kenneth Namanny 

January 30………………..Rhonda Kragel 

Harley McManigal 

January 31……………….Makayla Miller 
 

PAGE 4 
THE DECEMBER IMMANUEL MESSENGER 



~ THE LWML  

INVITES ALL  

LADIES ~ 
 

November was another busy 

month. We hope many of  you were able 

to enjoy the Octoberfest meal. 
 

LWML hosted a dinner on Sunday,     

November 13th at noon for the members 

of  Immanuel that are veterans and their 

spouses. All in attendance were very   

appreciative. A small thank you to those 

who have served. 
 

After considerable suggestions and      

discussion, we decided how best to      

distribute the Calf  Show Dinner profits. 

It will be divided to help the following 

groups and projects: 

 Crossroads of  Crawford County for a 

matching grant 

 Mission Central 

 Purchase of  4 large print hymnals 

 Moving Vets Forward 

 Christmas gifts for our preschool    

students 

 Purchase of  6 new chairs for the    

Immanuel Library 

 Postage to send supplies to medical 

missionaries. 
 

On December 1st LWML will have a 

10:00 a.m. brunch inviting those        

congregation members that help us to 

join us. Your help is very much            

appreciated. 
 

We sincerely hope everyone had a nice 

Thanksgiving and will have a very 

Blessed Christmas. 

          —Submitted by Donna Harm, Secretary 

We have several books in the adult       

library written by Christian author, Dee 

Henderson. There is the O'Malley Series and 

the Uncommon Heroes Series. I have         

reported on books from the O'Malley Series 

and this report concerns the first of the     

Uncommon Heroes Series entitled True     

Devotion. 

Lifeguard Kelly Jacobs has already paid 

the ultimate sacrifice and she has the folded 

flag and the thanks of a grateful nation to 

prove it.  As she struggled in the water trying 

to save the life of a teen, they are rescued by 

her late husband's fellow Navy Seal,        

Lieutenant Joe Baker. 

As their friendship deepens, they are 

about to discover that God is a refuge        

because the man that killed Kelly's husband 

is back and closer than either of them        

realizes. 

Henderson does a good job of mixing    

romance with the action of a Navy Seal     

platoon, bringing intrigue and suspense into 

the story while using a Christian approach to 

her writing. There are three novels in the  

Uncommon Heroes series and all a good read. 

Now that fall is here and winter is      

coming, it would be wonderful if the       

members of Immanuel would take advantage 

of our awesome library. The members of the 

library committee work diligently to make 

available good Christian books, both fiction 

and non-fiction, for your reading enjoyment. 

Pay the library a visit -- you will be doing 

yourself (and us) a favor! 

     —Submitted by Karen Wood 
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From Your library . . .  
“Have we got a book for you!”  



 

 

 

 

 
Yesterday’s funny moment was one of the 

reasons this job is so much fun! As part of our 
daily routine, we follow up our Jesus Time at 
the rug by returning to the tables in small 
groups and completing a craft project. While 
these craft times are wonderful for building 
fine motor skills, learning to follow directions, 
completing multi-step projects, etc, one of the 
most valuable reasons we do it is to have a time 
of re-telling the lessons we learned during     
Jesus Time. Therefore, I was doing a little    
review before we started cutting. I held up a 
picture of a boat and asked if anyone             
remembered the name of said boat. The first 
response was “ship.” Yes, I affirmed it was a 
ship (and to their credit someone had suggested 
Noah’s Ark) but what was the NAME of the 
ship? The next answer I received was price-
less. “It was the Cauliflower!” 

How can you not love children? You may have 
guessed the boat we’d been learning about was 
the Mayflower. I really think cauliflower would 
have been just as good of a name, don’t you? In 
relaying the story to the parents, I commented 
how impressed I was that the student knew the 
word cauliflower. The child’s father told me 
that their youngest child eats cauliflower tots. 
(aka a version of our tater tots) It’s a word 
their little guy was well accustomed to hearing. 

What struck me about this moment upon 
some reflection (isn’t it interesting how God 
takes little moments like that and grows a     
lesson) was how similar this is to what we can do 
in our own spiritual walk. How often do we hear 
something at church, the coffee shop, or with 
friends and filter it through our own              
experiences? How many adults (and children) 
are walking around out there comparing their 
Heavenly Father to their earthly father. It 
would be easy to do. If fathers act this way at 
home, it would be a logical connection to 
make. How about the people you associate with 
on a regular basis. Are they quick to             
forgive? Do you come from an environment 
where getting angry quickly is the norm? It’s 
familiar? Is it God’s way? Do you see yourself as 
God sees you? Or are you viewing yourself 
through a lens He does not use? How do we   
determine a valid perspective regarding our 
identity that isn’t altered by our environment? 

One thing I love about the opportunity to 
teach in preschool is to expose children to the 
truths that reflect Jesus and His love. Our   
littles are not yet able to read. They are       

depending upon us to give them an accurate account 
of the Scriptures. As adults, we are blessed to be 
able to get into the Word and discover His truths 
for ourselves. If we aren’t doing it, we are missing 
one of the best parts of our walk with Him. The   
relationship! You see, we could be hearing 
“cauliflower” when the truth of the moment is 
“Mayflower.”  We could be hearing “love” when in  
reality God isn’t defining the same things as love 
that the world is. God doesn’t see love and happiness 
as the same thing. If He did, our role as parents 
would have looked a lot differently. Trust me, there 
were many times when my children thought I was 
being mean when in reality I was showing them 
love. Examples? No, you may not wear flip flops to 
school when it’s snowing. Yes, you should always have 
a winter coat in the car even if you don’t think you’ll 
have car trouble. No, you may not eat a bunch of 
junk food right before supper. I’m sure you could 
add to the list. I said yes or no in specific situations 
because I loved them. I could have made them     
momentarily happier by allowing them to have       
instant gratification or their way, but I loved them 
too much. I wanted them safe. I wanted them to be 
healthy. I wanted them protected. How much wiser 
is God than us? I’ll go ahead and answer that     
question, He’s a LOT wiser than us.   

I know this isn’t a typical newsletter. I haven’t 
really shared a lot about what is going on in our 
classroom. But I do hope I’ve encouraged you to  
continue (or begin) spending some quality time in 
God’s Word every day. It doesn’t need to be a long 
period of time (but sometimes once you get in there 
it’s just hard to stop). It’s time to allow God’s Spirit 
to teach you what is truth and what isn’t. What is 
love and what isn’t. What you may be hearing as  
cauliflower when in actuality the true answer is  
Mayflower. Life in this world can be filled with a 
bombardment of half-truths, untruths, and outright 
denial of the very existence of our Savior. You have 
the gift of knowing the Truth by being in the Word 
AND you have the incredible opportunity to share it 
with those you meet. Just as we are doing our best 
to present and share the truth in the Scriptures to 
the preschoolers, you get to share the truth of the 
Scriptures with those you meet. The Spirit will give 
you opportunities. He will embolden and empower 
you. Enjoy! 
 
Merry Christmas, 
Mrs. Gustafson 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 

1 
 
Preschool 
 
10:00 a.m. LWML 
Brunch 
 
Study-Hope  
6:30 pm 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
Santa Claus Day 
& Craft Fair       
 
 

 
4 p.m.  
Worship w/HC 

4 
 
9 a.m. Worship  
   w/HC 
10:15 SS & BC  
 
 
6 p.m. Adult  
   Instruction Class 
 
 

5 
 
Preschool 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

6 
 
Preschool 
 
 

7 
6:30 Bible Study 
 

p.m. Preschool 
Confirmation 
 

5:15 p.m. Meal by 
   Grant Township 
6 p.m. Midweek 
   Advent Worship 
6:45 p.m. Grades 
   5-12 practice     

8 

 
Preschool 
 
9 a.m. Quilting 
 
Study-Hope  
6:30 pm 
 
 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
                   
 

10 
4 p.m. Sunday 
School Christmas 
Service followed 
by soup supper 

11 
  
9 a.m. Worship 
10:15 SS & BC  
 
 
 
6 p.m. Adult  
   Instruction Class 
 
 

12 
 
No Preschool 

13 
 
Preschool 
 
8:30 Pastor’s 
Conference at St. 
Matthew,    
Mapleton 
 
 
 

14 
6:30 Bible Study 
 
p.m. Preschool 
Confirmation 
 
5:15 p.m. Meal by  
   LWML 
 
6 p.m. Midweek 
   Advent Worship 

15 
 
Preschool 
 
 
6:00 p.m.  
Preschool program 
 
 

16 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 p.m.  
Worship w/HC 
 

18 
 
9 a.m. Worship   
   w/HC 
10:15 SS & BC 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
Preschool 
 
 
 
 

20  
 
Preschool 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 Winter Begins 
 

6:30 Bible Study 
 

Preschool 
No Confirmation 
 

1 p.m.  Volun-
teers to OGT 

22 
 
Preschool 
 
 
 

23 
 

Church office closed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 Christmas 
Eve 
 
4 p.m. Candle-
light Worship  
w/HC 
 
8 p.m. Candle-
light Worship  
w/HC 

25 Christmas 
Day 
 
9 a.m. Worship  
   w/HC 
No SS or BC 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
No Preschool 

27 
 
 
No Preschool 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
No Bible Study 
 
No Preschool 
 
No Confirmation 

29 
 
 
No Preschool 
 
 
Last day for     
offerings to be 
included in 2022 

30  31 New Year’s     
Eve 

 
4 p.m.  
Worship w/HC 

Immanuel Lutheran Church,                    

Schleswig, Iowa 

DECEMBER 2022 

Preschool:  
Mon., Tues., Thurs. 8 a.m.—3 p.m.                                                                                        
Wed. 11:45 a.m.—3 p.m. 
 
 

Confirmation: Wednesday 3:30-5:15 p.m. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 New Year’s 
Day 
 
9 a.m. Worship  
   w/HC 
10:15 SS & BC  
 
 
 
 

2 
 
No Preschool  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

3 
 
No Preschool  
 
 

4 
 
6:30 Bible Study 
 
p.m. Preschool 
 
Confirmation 
 
 

5 
 

Preschool 
 

1:30 LWML 
 

Study-Hope  
6:30 pm 
 

7:00 Church 
council meeting 

6 Epiphany 
 
 
 
                   
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 p.m.  
Worship w/HC 

8  
9 a.m. Worship  
10:15 SS & BC  
10:15 Voters’ 
   Meeting 
11:30 Elders’ 
   Planning 
3 p.m. Youth & 
   Families to M.C. 
6 p.m. Adult  
   Instruction Class 

9 
 
Preschool  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

10 
 
Preschool  
 
8:30 Pastor’s 
Conference at 
Our Savior,    
Denison 
 
 

11 
 
6:30 Bible Study 
 
p.m. Preschool 
 
Confirmation 
 
 

12 
 

Preschool 
 

9 a.m. Quilting 
 
Study-Hope  
6:30 pm 

13 
 
 
 
 
                   
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 p.m.  
Worship w/HC 

15 
 
9 a.m. Worship   
   w/HC 
10:15 SS & BC  
 

1:30 p.m. Pastor 
William Wrede 
Installation @ Zion 
 

6 p.m. Adult  
   Instruction Class 

16 Martin     
Luther King Jr. 
Day 
 
No Preschool 

17 
 
Preschool 
 
 
Messenger  
Deadline for  
February issue 
 

18 
 
6:30 Bible Study 
 
p.m. Preschool 
 
1 p.m.  Volun-
teers to OGT 
 
Confirmation 
 

19 
 
Preschool 
 
 
Study-Hope  
6:30 pm 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 p.m.  
Worship w/HC 
 

22 
 
9 a.m. Worship   
10:15 SS & BC 
 
11:30 Board of Ed 
   Planning 
 
6 p.m. Adult  
   Instruction Class 
 

23 
 
Preschool 
 
 
 

24 
 
Preschool 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

25 
 
6:30 Bible Study 
 
p.m. Preschool 
 
8:45 a.m.  
Newsletter  
Assemblage 
 
Confirmation 

26 
 
Preschool 
 

9 a.m. Quilting 
 
Study-Hope  
6:30 pm 

27 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 p.m.  
Worship w/HC 

29 
 
9 a.m. Worship 
10:15 SS & BC 
 
 
 
6 p.m. Adult  
   Instruction Class 

30 
 
Preschool 
 

31 
 
Preschool 

    

Immanuel Lutheran Church,                    

Schleswig, Iowa JANUARY 2023 

Preschool  
Mon., Tues., Thurs.:  8:00 a.m.—3:10 p.m.                                                                             
Wed.:  11:45 a.m.—3:10 p.m. 
 

Confirmation 
5th grade:  3:30 p.m.—5:15 p.m. 

6th, 7th & 8th grade:  6:15 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 

<——-Healthy Together Retreat——-> 
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African Radio Ministries—News 
 

 

 

Shashamane Prison confirmed 30 people who       

received a certificate, Bible and the Lord’s Supper. 

Praise the Lord for the active local church reaching 

out to both prison staff, inmates and neighbors. Ayat 

Mekane Yesus Church not only visits regularly but 

also collected funds to donate 400 laundry soap   

packets to the prisoners and 100 more for the prison 

guards who also received the Gospel. 

Shashamane, a town in southern Ethiopia, is known 

for its roots in Rastafarianism through Ethiopian      

Emperor Haile Selassie I. The religion accepted the 

divinity of the emperor and crowned him “King of 

Kings.” 

Rev. Mengistu Sadebo reports that Hosanna Prison 

graduated 84 Confirmands with six people from the 

Islamic faith baptized. The Lord’s Supper was served, 

the prison choir led worship and many prisoners were 

comforted by their visitations. 

The Hosanna inmates are currently worshipping in a 

temporary zinc building. Thankfully, missionary 

Ronald Lange’s mural was on a medium that could be 

moved, so the beautiful rendering of Jesus’ foot   

washing was not demolished with the old facility. 

 

 
Rev. David Bardue, manager of the African Radio 

Ministry Program in Maryland County reports: “We 

are always thankful to God for this educative and life-

changing dialect program through the Words of God. 

We received seventeen calls from our listeners of 

the radio program in October. By the power and    

special grade of God, we were able to visit three. Our 

heart and desire was to visit all, but the rainy season 

and bad roads deterred us for now. It was wonderful 

to meet some listeners face-to-face, because they 

asked many questions about what they heard on the 

radio. Their questions were all answered according to 

the Word of God. 

This is what they said in their testimonies. “We 

thank God for the life-changing, moving dialect     

program. We want to thank God for you people,     

because you are so committed to make sure this    

program comes through in our dialect every Saturday 

evening. We also give thanks for your sponsors that 

are making sure you never miss a week!”  

Rev. Bardue went on, “One listener, a midwife at the 

JJ Dossen Memorial Hospital, told me she will make 

sure to listen to the program every Saturday evening 

even when she is at work. The midwife, Rachel B loves 

to turn her radio up so patients and colleagues can 

hear about Jesus. We met in the marketplace of her 

town, and she was so free to tell me of her story and 

how the radio program is blessing her and many    

other people in the hospital.” 

Your partners in the harvest, 
John & Kathy and Missionary Linda Kurtz 

Hello! I am so excited to tell you of the many new 

things happening with your Hispanic Ministry; great 

things in which the Lord is being glorified with, meeting 

new people and touching lives with Gods love and an 

open invitation to be part of our churches. 

After much planning and getting things in place, we 

finally got our English as a Second Language (ESL)  

program started. God is blessing people in the           

communities of Denison in Crawford County and     

Hartley in O’Brien county as they learn English and also 

learn about God! 

We began our first class on October 24 in Denison. 

Classes are offered every Monday & Thursday from 6:30-

8:30 pm. We have around 17-20 people attending here. 

In Hartley, we started classes on November 8 with an 

average of 17 people. We begin class with a Praise and 

prayer time, they practice their pronunciation by     

reading a Bible verse, and we sing praises to the Lord 

with a bilingual hymn! At the end of class, we close with 

a prayer. 

We are so thankful for the many people who volunteer 

at both places. These volunteers come from about five 

different churches. We have been touching the lives of 

many new families! They come with their children too, 

we have been getting about 10 kids every time,           

volunteers at both places help us with this ministry too. 

I pray that some of these new families will join the   

ministry in Denison. In Hartley, we pray that the new 

families we are meeting through these classes will be a 

part of the future Hispanic Bible study and Worship 

service. We ask you to pray with us so that the Lord of 

Harvest touches the hearts of these new found friends! 

We had a great opportunity to be part of the bilingual 

worship services at St. Paul in Ida Grove and Christ   

Lutheran in Denison. I shared a presentation about the 

challenge of not missing the opportunity to outreach to 

the ever-growing Hispanic community. I also shared this 

presentation with the pastors of a few regions and with 

several LWML groups. Thanks to all of you for giving 

me this opportunity. 

I was blessed to work with a couple from Denison and 

celebrate their wedding at Zion. We have many          

opportunities to witness to new people and invite them 

to come and join our efforts to grow our ministries! 

I invite you to continue to pray and support your      

Hispanic Ministry as we gear up for Christmas time,  

gracias and bendiciones! 

 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Pedro L. Lopez 

Update from Ethiopia 

Update from Liberia 
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IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL  
LUTHERAN CHURCH  

501 Glad St.  PO Box 27   Schleswig, Iowa 51461 
 

Change Service  
Requested 

T HE IM MAN UE L M E SS E NG ER 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CH URCH 
501 Glad St.  PO Box 27   Schleswig, Iowa 51461 

                        Office: 712-676-2235   

Saturday Worship at 4 p.m. w/HC  

Sunday Worship at 9 a.m. HC on first & third Sundays 

Sunday School and Bible Classes at 10:15 a.m. 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 

E-mail: immansch@iowatelecom.net    

                      or: markey@iowatelecom.net          

Website: www.immanuelschleswig.com     

“Like” us on Facebook 

Pastor: Merle F. Mahnken— 

Home Ph.: 712-676-2242   Cell Ph.: 712-269-6364  

Assisting Pastor: Kurt Kaiser   

 Cell Ph.: 712-269-8452  
Office: Amanda Bruhn and Valerie Teut 

Preschool: Leslie Gustafson  

Organist: Marlene Hight 

Janitor: Jolene Whiteing 

Snow Removal and Lawn Care: 

Ryan Jepsen; 712-790-1603 

Loren and Janice Jepsen               


