
The Fourth Sunday of Easter   
April 21, 2024 

“Jesus—Our Shepherd and Our Door”  
  

AS WE GATHER 
God’s Word today calls us to resurrection living in this world. Our Good Shepherd has laid down 
His life for us, the sheep, and now leads us in paths of righteousness. Christians live a life of 
love on earth after we die to this world in Holy Baptism. Just as Jesus rose from the dead and 
lives, we live our resurrection life in this world as we await the gift of eternal life. 

  

THE WELCOME 
  

THE OPENING HYMN #463  “Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia!” 

 

 

 

 
 

  

(please stand) 
  

THE INVOCATION AND EASTER ACCLAMATION  
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen.  
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!   

  



 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P:  We all like sheep have gone astray, every one of us has turned to his own way 
C: and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.   (Isaiah 53:6) 
P: "I am the Good Shepherd," says the Lord, 
C: “The Good Shepherd lays down His life for His sheep.”                   (John 10:11) 

P: Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
  

(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.) 
  

P: Most merciful God, 
C:  I confess that I have lived as if You did not matter and as if I mattered most. I have 

not honored Your name as I should; my worship and prayers have faltered. I have 
not let Your love have its way with me and so my love for others has failed. There 
are many whom I have hurt and many whom I failed to help. My thoughts and  

 desires are soiled with sin. I have sinned against You and against my brothers and 
sisters. There is no health in me. For the sake of Jesus Christ forgive my sin and 
lead me to amend my sinful life, that I may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for You and for His sake forgives you 
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
P:  Know that the LORD, He is God! It is He who made us, and we are His;  
C: We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. (Psalm 100:3) 

  

(please be seated) 
  

THE PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 23 (KJV) 
ALL: The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want.  
 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;  
 He leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul;  
 He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.  
 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death.  
 I will fear no evil; for Thou art with me;  
 Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me.  
 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies;  
 Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  
 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life;  
 And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.   
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
  

 
 
 
 
 



 

THE HYMN #711  “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the  
 Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our 

Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and  

 the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C:  Amen. 

 



 

THE FIRST READING  Acts 4:1-12 (ESV) 
And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the 
Sadducees came upon them, greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and 
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. And they arrested them and put them in 
custody until the next day, for it was already evening. But many of those who had heard the 
word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand. On the next day their 
rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest and 
Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. And when they 
had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” Then 
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are being 
examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has 
been healed, let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by Him this man is 
standing before you well. This Jesus is the Stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which 
has become the Cornerstone [Psalm 118:22]. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is 
no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 
  

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

 
THE EPISTLE  1 John 3:16-24 (ESV) 
By this we know love, that He laid down His life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for 
the brothers. But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his 
heart against him, how does God's love abide in him?  Little children, let us not love in word or 
talk but in deed and in truth. By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart 
before Him; for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and He knows 
everything. Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; and 
whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do what 
pleases Him. And this is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ 
and love one another, just as He has commanded us. Whoever keeps His commandments 
abides in God, and God in Him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom 
He has given us. 
  

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

(please stand) 
  

THE VERSE  (tune: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee)                          

 Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia! God of pow-er, God of love, 
 You gave Your Son to re-deem us; You sent Him from heav’n a-bove. 
 By Your Ho-ly Spir-it op-en Hearts to hear our Shep-herd’s voice 
 That in faith we al-ways fol-low And in heav’n with Him re-joice.   

  

THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 10:11-18 (ESV) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 



 

  

[Jesus said] “I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. He 
who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming 
and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees 
because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the Good Shepherd. I know 
My own and My own know Me, just as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay 
down My life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them 
also, and they will listen to My voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason 
the Father loves Me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from 
Me, but I lay it down of My own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to 
take it up again. This charge I have received from My Father.” 
  

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.   

C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

THE NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for 
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 
of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again 
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

(please be seated) 
  

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY #710  “The Lord’s My Shepherd” 

 

 

 
 

THE SERMON  “Jesus—Our Shepherd and Our Door”  Text:  John 10:11-18 
  

THE PRESENATION OF OUR OFFERINGS AND HYMN #740  “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” 

 

 

 

 



 

THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION  Beckham Marius Walker  (Saturday)  (page 272) 
 

(please stand) 
  

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
(Each petition concludes with the following response: “Let us pray to the Lord” “Lord, have mercy.”) 
  

THE LORD'S PRAYER  (printed inside the back cover of the hymnal) 
  

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
  

(please be seated) 
  

THE DISTRIBUTION AND HYMNS  
#633  “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”   

 

 

 
 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 

 
6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 

 
 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 
This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Alleluia! 

 
 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
    Alleluia! 

 



 

#709  “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”  

 

 

 
 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 
    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 
And, oh, what transport of delight 
    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 
6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
    Within Thy house forever! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

#540  “Christ, the Word of God Incarnate” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Christ, the way that leads unfailing 
    To the Father’s home on high, 
Christ, the truth that frees the captive, 
    Christ, the life that cannot die. 
Mediator to the Father, 
    Sacrifice and great High Priest: 
Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions, 
    There to share Your wedding feast. 

 
 Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990 

Tune: Public domain 

  

(please stand) 
  

 

6 Christ, the Alpha and Omega, 
    Christ, the firstborn from the dead, 
Christ, the life and resurrection, 
    Christ, the Church’s glorious head: 
Praise and thanks and adoration 
    And unending worship be 
To the Father and the Spirit 
    And to You eternally. 

 



 

THE DISMISSAL  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart in  peace. 
C: Amen. 

  

THE POST COMMUNION THANKSGIVING  
P:  Almighty and ever-living God, we thank You for having fed us with the body and blood of 

our Savior, Jesus Christ, forgiving us and strengthening us as members of His Body, the 
church. And we ask You to help us by Your Holy Spirit that we may continue in this 
fellowship and do the good works which You desire us to do; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 
ever. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance on you and  give you peace. 
C:  Amen.       

(please be seated)  
 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 


