THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 17, 2026
“Christ’s Ascension Gives Us Purpose and Joy!”

AS WE GATHER

Ascension shouldn’t be overlooked. Ascension is a time of happy endings as Jesus concludes
His earthly ministry and promises the Holy Spirit’s imminent arrival. Jesus sends His disciples
to the ends of the earth as witnesses of His resurrection. He promises that He will always be
with us even to the end of the age. We remember today Jesus’ earthly ministry and His mission
for us, and we are encouraged and empowered in the promise of His presence as we continue
His mission to which He has called us.

THE EASTER ACCLAMATION
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: He isrisen indeed! Alleluia!

THE WELCOME




THE OPENING HYMN #493 “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” (verses 1-5)
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1A hymn of glo - ry let us  sing! New
2 The ho - ly ap - os - tol - ic  band Up -
3 To them the shin - ing an - gels cry, “Why
4 “You see Him now, as - cend - ing high Up
5Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, And
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hymns through-out the world shall ring: Al-le - Iu - ia,
on the Mount of Ol - ives stand. Al-le - lu - ia,
stand and gaze up - on the sky?” Al-le - lu - ia,
to the por - tals of the sky” Al-le - Iu - ia,
be our fu - ture great re - ward. Al-le - Iu - ia,
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al -le - lu - ia! Christ, by a road be - fore un -
al -le - lu - ial And with  His  faith - ful fol - I'wers
al -le - lu - ia! “This is the Sav - ior,” thus they
al -le - lu - ial “Here - af - ter Je - sus you shall
al -le - lu - ia! Then, throned with You for - ev - er,
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trod, As - cends un - to the throne of
see Their Lord as - cend in maj - es -
say; “This is His glo - rious tri - umph
see Re - turn - ing in great maj - es -
we Shall praise Your name e - ter - nal -
I 9 #u. T P— T P >
Gt o H 4 e
= I o I I I ]
o = [~ = 1} t
God. Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - ln - ial Al -le-
ty. Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ial Al - le -
day!” Al-le - lu - i, al-le - lu - ial Al-le-
ty.” Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ial Al - le -
ly. Al-le - lu - i al-le - lu - ial Al-le-
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lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le - Iu - ia!
lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia!
lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le -lu - ial
lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ial
lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia!

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990
Tune: Public domain

(please stand)



THE INVOCATION

P:
C:

In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

QUOT

Q0

C:

Our help is in the name of the Lord.

The Maker of heaven and earth. (Psaim 124:8)

The Lord is merciful and full of compassion.

He has listened to my voice and has heard my cry for mercy. (Psalm 86:6-7, adapted )

(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.)

Let us then confess our sins.
Merciful Lord, we confess to You that we are by nature sinful and we have sinned by
our selfish thoughts, our hurtful words, and our unloving actions. We have failed in
living as Your sons and daughters and in being Your withesses. We have been
reluctant to do Your will and blind to Your presence and reign. For the sake of
Jesus our Savior, we pray, forgive us. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,
| therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ' Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(please be seated)

THE PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 47 (ESV)

QUOTOTOTOT

: Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy!

For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, a great King over all the earth.
He subdued peoples under us, and nations under our feet.

He chose our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom He loves.

God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.

Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
For God is the King of all the earth; sing praises with a psalm!

God reigns over the nations; God sits on His holy throne.

The princes of the peoples gather as the people of the God of Abraham.

For the shields of the earth belong to God; He is highly exalted!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.



TI;IE HYMN OF PRAISE #494 “See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph”
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1 See, the Lord as-cends in tri - umph; Con-qu’ring King in
2 Who is this that comes in glo - ry With the trump of
3 While He lifts His hands in bless - ing, He is part - ed
4 Now our heav’n-1ly Aar - on en - ters With His blood with -
5 He  has raised our hu - man na - ture On the clouds to
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roy - al state, Rid - ing on the clouds, His char - iot, To His
ju - bi - lee? Lord of bat-tles, God of ar- mies, He has
from His friends; While their ea - ger eyes be - hold Him, He up-
in the wveil; Josh - ua now is come to Ca-naan, And the
God’s right hand; There we sit in heav’n-ly plac - es, There with
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heav’'n-ly pal - ace gate. Hark! The choirs of an-gel wvoic - es

gained the vic - to - ry. He who on the cross did suf - fer,
on the clouds as - cends. He who walked with God and pleased Him,
kings be - fore Him quail. Now  He plants the tribes of Is - rael
Him in glo - ry stand. Je - sus reigns, a-dored by an - gels;
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Joy - ful al - le - lu - ias sing, And the por - tals
He who from the grave a - rose, He has van-quished
Preach-ing truth and doom to come, He, our E - noch,
In their prom-ised rest - ing place; Now our great E -
Man with God is on the throne. By our might - y
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high are lift - ed To re - ceive their heav’'n - ly King.
sin and Sa - tan, He by death has crushed His foes.
is trans - lat - ed To His ev - er - last - ing home.
li- - jah of - fers Dou-ble por - tion of His grace.

Lord’s as - cen - sion We by faith be - hold our own.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, even as we believe Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ, to have ascended into heaven, grant that we may also always trust in His constant
presence and gracious rule in our hearts and lives, for He lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.



THE FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11 (ESV)

In the first book, O Theophilus, | have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the
day when He was taken up, after He had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
whom He had chosen. He presented Himself alive to them after His suffering by many proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. And while staying
with them He ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the
Father, which, He said, “you heard from Me; for John baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So when they had come together, they
asked Him, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not
for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by His own authority. But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be My witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when He had said
these things, as they were looking on, He was lifted up, and a cloud took Him out of their sight.
And while they were gazing into heaven as He went, behold, two men stood by them in white
robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw Him go into heaven.”

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

THE GRADUAL (adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6)
P: Christ has risen from the dead.

C: [God the Father] has crowned Him with glory and honor,

P: He has given Him dominion over the works of His hands;

C: He has put all things under His feet.

THE EPISTLE Ephesians 1:15-23 (ESV)

For this reason, because | have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all
the saints, | do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation
in the knowledge of Him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what
is the hope to which He has called you, what are the riches of His glorious inheritance in the
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of His power toward us who believe, according
to the working of His great might that He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead
and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the
one to come. And He put all things under His feet and gave Him as head over all things to the
church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
(please stand)

THE ALLELUIA VERSE #493 “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” (verse 6)
O risen Christ, ascended Lord, All praise to You let earth accord:
Alleluia, alleluia! You are, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012547.



THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:44-53 (ESV)
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the twenty-fourth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are My words that | spoke to you while | was still with you,
that everything written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be
fulfilled.” Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it
is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations, beginning
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, | am sending the promise of
My Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” Then He
led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up His hands He blessed them. While He blessed
them, He parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped Him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple blessing God.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

THE NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Alimighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit
of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by
the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

(please be seated)
THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



THE HYMN OF THE DAY #492 “On Christ’s Ascension | Now Build”
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1 On Christ’s as - cen-sion I now build The hope of my as -
2 Since Christ re - turned to claim His throne, Great gifts for me ob -
30 grant, dear Lord, this grace to me, Re - call-ing Your as -
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cen - sion; This hope a - lone has al - ways stilled All doubt and
tain - ing, My heart will rest in Him a - lone, No oth - er
cen - sion, That I may serve You faith - ful - ly  In thanks for
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ap -pre - hen - sion; For where the Head is, there as well 1
rest re - main - ing; For where my trea-sure went be - fore, There
my re - demp-tion; And then, when all my days will cease, Let
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know His mem - bers are to dwell When Christ will come and call them.
all my thoughts will ev-er soar To still their deep-est yearn-ing.
me de - part in joy and peace In an-swer to my plead-ing.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990
Tune: Public domain

THE SERMON “Christ’s Ascension Gives Us Purpose and Joy!” Text: Luke 24:44-53
THE OFFERING AND HYMN #553 “O Christ, Our Hope, Our Hearts’ Desire”

5 Christ Jesus, be our present joy, A 6 All praise to You, ascended Lord;
Our future great reward; All glory ever be
Our only glory, may it be To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
To glory in the Lord! Through all eternity!

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(Each petition concludes with the following response: “Let us pray to the Lord,” “Lord, have mercy.”)

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION



THE PEACE John 20:19
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
(please be seated)

THE DISTRIBUTION AND HYMNS
#%21 “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”
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Though the cloud from sight re - ceived Him When the
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like a might - y flood: “Je - sus  out of
for - ty days were o'er, Shall  our  hearts for -
deem - er, hear  our plea Where the  songs  of
flesh, our great High Priest, Here on earth  both
like a might - y flood: “Je - sus  out of
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ev - 'ry na - tion Has re - deemed us by His blood.”
get His  prom - ise: “I am with you ev - er-more”?
all the sin - less Sweep a - cross the crys - tal sea.
priest and vic - tim In the eu - cha-ris - tic feast.

ev - 'ry na - tion Has re - deemed us by His blood”



#525 “Crown Him with Many Crowns”
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1 Crown Him with man - y crowns, The Lamb up - on His throne;
2 Crown Him the vir- gin’s Son, The God in - car - nate born,
3 Crown Him the Lord of love. Be - hold His hands and side,
4 Crown Him the Lord of life, Who tri-umphed o’er the grave
5 Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, En-throned in worlds a - bove,
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Hark how the heav’'n-ly an - them drowns All mu - sic but its own.
Whose arm those crim-son tro - phies won Which now His brow a-dorn:
Rich wounds,yet vis - i - ble a - bove, In  beau-ty glo - ri-fied.
And rose vic - to-rious in the strife For those He came to save.
Crown Him the king to whomis giv’n The won-drousnameofLove.
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A - wake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee, And
Fruit of the mys-tic rose, Yet of that rose the stem, The
No an - gels in the sky Can ful - ly bear that sight, But
His  glo-ries now we sing, Who died and rose on high, Who
Crown Him with man - y crowns As thrones be - fore Him fall; Crown
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hail Him as thy match-less king Throughall e - ter - ni - ty.
root whence mer-cy ev - er flows, The babe of Beth-le - hem.
down-ward bend their won-d’ring eyes At mys-ter - ies so bright.
died e - ter-nal life to bring And lives that death may die.
Him, ye kings,with man - y crowns,For He 1is king of all



#537

“Beautiful Savior”
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Il Beau-ti-ful Sav - ior, King of cre-a - tion, Son of
2 Fair are the mead-ows, Fair are the wood-lands, Robed in
3 Fair is the sun - shine, Fair is the moon-light, Bright the
4 Beau-ti-ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na - tions, Son of
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God and Son of Man! Tru-ly TI'd love Thee,Tru - ly TI'd
flow’rs of bloom-ing spring; Je -sus is fair - er, Je - sus is
spar - kling stars on high; Je - sus shines bright-er, Je - sus shines
God and Son of Man! Glo-ry and hon - or, Praise, ad - o -
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serve Thee, Light of my soul, my joy, my  crown.

pur - er, He makes our sor - r’wing spir - it sing.

pur - er Than all the an - gels in the sky.

ra - tion Now and for-ev - er - more be Thine!
(please stand)

THE DISMISSAL

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting. Depart ' in peace.

C: Amen.

THE POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

P:

Let us pray. O Father of glory, we praise You for enlightening the eyes of our hearts

through the Supper of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Help us cling to the immeasurable
greatness of Your power toward us who believe, that we might attain the riches of His
glorious inheritance among the saints, with faith for this age, and hope for the age to come;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who rules and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

THE BENEDICTION

P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance on you and ¥ give you peace.

C: Amen.

(please be seated)

THE ANNOUCEMENTS



