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From Your Pastor
In the late 1800s, people flocked to the shores of
Lake Michigan to play in the sand. Visitors loved to
climb a 200-foot landmark dune known as Hoosier
Slide in LaPorte County, Indiana. The view from the
top provided an enticing vantage point, and the trip
back down was even better. Thrill seekers loved to
slide down the steep hill.
In the late 1890s, Hoosier Slide was a destination
for locals and tourists. Railroad cars packed with
people came to the dunes to admire the panoramic
views. An Indiana State official, hoping to attract
visitors from southern Indiana, offered a free
marriage license, minister, and excursion to any
couple willing to exchange vows on the summit of
Hoosier Slide.
Glass makers soon discovered the sand produced
a blue-colored glass and began to mine it—one
shovelful at a time. One manufacturer, the Ball Brothers Glass Manufacturing Company, had recently
moved from New York to Indiana. They believed the
aqua glass made from Hoosier Slide sand produced
canning jars that helped preserve fruit even longer
because of their light-blocking properties. Other
blue glass products, including Hemingray glass
insulators, also came from Hoosier Slide.
During the next 30 years commercial enterprises
removed nearly 14 million tons of sand from Hoosier
Slide and leveled the dune. By 1920, the sand from
Hoosier Slide was all gone, and all that remains now
are memories.
Concerns about the shrinking dune were
published as early as 1894 when a paper reported
that a nearby grocery store owner kept track of the
shrinking dune by cutting a series of notches in the
front door that coincided with the height of the dune.
The Michigan City Dispatch warned that soon the dune
would be nothing more than a memory. By 1920 the
prediction proved correct.
The disappearance of the Hoosier Slide brought
calls for the preservation of the rest of the dunes. In
1966, Congress authorized the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. Subsequent acts have increased the
size to more than 15,000 acres, and in 2019, the government re-designated the area as Indiana Dunes
National Park.

There are countless stories that could be told of
how faithful Christians gave up the good deposit of
faith that had been entrusted to them—one compromise at a time. “What can it hurt if I give in to
this temptation just once?” “Who will notice if I take
advantage of this situation for myself?” “What difference does it make if I attend worship or not?”
“Everyone else is doing it.” A moral slip here, a
white lie there, a little financial dishonesty—who
could it hurt? Shovelful by shovelful the Indiana
Slide was reduced to nothing in a matter of
decades—nearly 14 million tons! Bit by bit faith and
the fruits of faith can be given up. Has your love
and zeal for your Savior crumbled? Satan works
craftily, with great deception. It can be prevented!
St. Paul wrote to Timothy: “Follow the pattern of
sound words that you have heard from me, in the
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. By the Holy
Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit
entrusted to you” (2 Timothy 1:12-13). The preserving of our faith takes place in exactly the same way
as we are brought to faith and strengthened in faith:
in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The
Holy Spirit uses the sound words (healthy words) of
the Bible that teach us of the love of God for us
sinners as shown and given in Jesus our Savior. We
pray for the Holy Spirit to continue to teach us by
this same Word that we may be kept in faith in
God’s love and enabled to live in love for our
Savior. Through worshipping faithfully, receiving
the body and blood of the Lord and reading and
taking God’s Word to heart we guard the good
deposit of faith.
Even if we have wasted time and opportunity,
fresh starts and new beginnings are available for
the child of God—every day. The amazing thing is
that by God’s grace we can be built up again! We
are daily renewed to living and active faith and
filled with love and good works. We have an amazing God at work for us and in us and through us!
Your fellow-servant for Christ,

Pastor Mahnken
(Indiana Slide info from online source:
https://blog.newspapers.com/indianas-mostfamous-landmark-disappears/)
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February 1………………..…Karen Wood
February 5…..……...Dave Friedrichsen
Patrick McFarland
Wayne Miller
February 6………....Mardella Andresen
Rex Bielenberg
Steven Christiansen
Arielle Pedersen
Lydell Schoenfeld
McKenzie Weiss
February 9…………………Cynthia Ernst
David Jepsen
Kevin Streck
February 10…………...Michael Hatfield
February 11………...Dennis Fredericks
Lauri Schoenfeld
February 12…………..Bonnie Schroeder
Camryn Schultz
February 14………………….Emily Kline
February 15…………..Rebecca Segebart
February 16…………….….Kim Petersen
February 18……….…..Ruth Reincke (96)
February 19………………….Craig Harm
Carolyn Schroeder
February 21……….….Debbie Namanny
Darcy Reimers
February 22……………………..Eve Rohlf
February 23……………….Brody Morgan
February 24…....Ruby Friedrichsen (94)
February 25…………...Tanner Petersen
February 27………Abigail Friedrichsen
Alexander Friedrichsen
February 28………………Derrick Dimig
Travis Friedrichsen
Jason Hatcher



From the Church
Record Book
Deaths: “I am the Resurrection...”
Marcella W. Petersen, age 92, died
December 18, 2021, and was buried
December 22, 2021 in the Morgan
Township Cemetery, Schleswig, Iowa.

Duane & Merry Jacoby ..................... February 2, 2013
Dennis & Coleen Bruhn .................... February 4, 1967
Rick & Brandy Porter ....................... February 14, 1998
Richard & Becky Hanlin ................... February 16, 1973
Roger & Lois Rothe .......................... February 16, 1991
Tim & Cindy Stoppel ........................ February 17, 1996
Keith & Robin Friedrichsen ............... February 18, 1976
Gene & Marlys Haberberger ............. February 26, 1977
Please notify the office of any
omissions or corrections.


LYF & Sunday School Service Projects and Fun
Saturday, February 26, the LYF families plan
to help sort and pack at Orphan Grain Train
in Ida Grove and then enjoy an afternoon of
fellowship.
Sunday, February 27, all Immanuel Sunday School kids
and their families are invited to a pizza
lunch in the Fellowship Hall following
Sunday School. Afterwards, they will
load up and head to Lucky Lanes in
Denison for bowling.
More information on each event to come...stay tuned!

Soup & Sandwich Luncheon
The Mission Board will be hosting
the annual soup and sandwich luncheon
on Sunday, February 20. Serving will
be from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. You
can eat in the Fellowship Hall or carry
out. Local delivery will also be available.
A warm bowl of soup is a great surprise for a friend, a
neighbor or someone special. Chili, potato or broccoli
cheese—the choices are sure to please. Let’s make a
morning of it. Invite your friend or neighbor to worship.
Let’s fill these pews. Jesus will be pleased. The heavenly
reunion will be great.
P.S. You won’t even have to do the dishes.
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THANK YOUS
Thank You to everyone who remembered us with
cards and/or gifts as we have celebrated our
Savior’s birth! We are richly blessed to be a part
of our Immanuel family. We praise God for the
many kindnesses He showers upon us through
you. We pray He will continue to guide us and
bless us as we continue together in the service of
Jesus our Savior in 2022.
Pastor & Chris Mahnken and Pastor Kaiser
Thank You to our Altar Guild, our Mission Board
and to the volunteers who put up the trees and
ornaments for this past Advent and Christmas
seasons! Your efforts have enriched our worship
and assisted in mission and outreach efforts to
help spread the Good News of Jesus our Savior
and the joy His presence brings.
Thank You to all who helped with setting up and
then helping to take down the staging of our
Sunday School Christmas service.

On Saturday, December 11, 2021, the Sunday School
children presented their Christmas service titled
“Symbols of Salvation.” Afterwards, everyone was
invited to a delicious soup supper served by the
Board of Education.
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~ THE LWML
INVITES ALL
LADIES ~

The Immanuel LWML
Christmas party, held
in December, was great fun
and a special way to say
thanks to all the ladies that
have helped us with funerals during
2021. Thirty-two enjoyed the brunch,
the games and the fellowship!
Due to the extreme cold weather the
January meeting was cancelled. The
next meeting is Thursday, February 3,
2022 at 1:30 p.m. Hope to see you there!
—Submitted by Peggy Wunschel, President

As You Spring Clean ...
Please consider donating any
unwanted items to our church
garage sale held in conjunction
with Schleswig City-wide Garage
Sales the first weekend in June.
The proceeds help support our
Mission projects. Items can be brought to the
church garage in late May but we will be
grateful for your support!
~The Mission Board

From Your library . . .
“Have we got a book for you!”

We have a nice variety of books in the
adult library and hope that you will
check them out. There are many familyoriented DVD’s too.
There is an interesting 3-part DVD set
called “Incredible Creatures that Defy
Evolution.”
Come explore the church library!
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Flight to Heaven
by Capt. Dale Black
Captain Dale Black has flown as a
commercial pilot all over the World but
one flight would change his life
forever—a life-altering journey to
heaven and back.
At 19, Dale Black was a student and
athlete at Pasadena College, an avid
aviator and he worked full time at his
family’s business. Dale took any job he
could at the business to pay for college
and finance his flying lessons. An older
pilot, Chuck Burns, became his mentor
and took him along on his trips
delivering bank checks. They would fly
the Piper Aztec to cities around
southern California.
On July 18, 1969, Dale and Chuck
met to do a delivery trip and piloting
the plane was Gene Bain, a Fresno
police officer and friend of the
company’s chief pilot. He had his
commercial license and had flown the
route himself. After getting clearance,
they cleared the runway and slowly
climbed but something went terribly
wrong and they could not gain the
altitude they needed. Trying to find a
clearing in a nearby cemetery, they
slammed into a towering stone
m onum e nt whe re the ai r pl ane
disintegrates, killing Gene Bain
instantly and critically injuring Chuck
Burns and Dale.
Hovering between life and death,
Dale will take a journey to heaven.
What he saw and learned affected his
course in life and the loved ones and
friends around him.
—Submitted by Elaine Teut
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Preschool has been finding their
new rhythm since the additional excitement of Christmas glitter and
programs have passed. I confess, I
am enjoying the normalcy of pace in
our day. The children are absorbing
their lessons and challenging me to
get into the Word and dig a little
deeper on our topics.
This week, we’ve been learning
about Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, and
John the Baptist. (The a.m. is OT,
the p.m. is NT.) I’m not sure whether
I was more humored by the looks on
the children’s faces when they
learned about Abraham and Isaac on
the mountain (“I’m not going up there”
was one response) or ecstatic with
the level of retention the afternoon
students demonstrated when they
were repeating the account of John
the Baptist. While both Biblical accounts surfaced with varied emotions,
I was most excited because the children were listening! I sometimes need
to remind myself that our job in preschool is to plant seeds. We will not
see all the fruit ripen this year. Holy
Spirit will continue to minister into
those truths and the soil will be tilled
and ready for growth.
We have begun receiving requests
for enrollment for next school year.
If you know of anyone who has a
three year old, we welcome them to
register. I am holding off on our four
year old registrations until I know for
certain who is returning. However, I
am more than willing to take names
and return calls when I know more
regarding availability.

I would love to share some exciting
personal news! Many of you may already
be aware, but I am thrilled that God has
used me to publish my first (yes, I’m
open to writing more) book! It is entitled
Kissed by the King and is available for
purchase on Amazon! It was a journey
that began with God telling me one day
He wanted me to begin writing down the
lessons He was showing me and post them
on Facebook. I can’t say I was overly
enthused with the idea, but I knew I
wouldn’t have peace until I obeyed. I am
beyond grateful He allowed it to
progress to this place and would ask for
your prayers that God will use the words
penned to touch lives and draw people
closer to Himself.
I pray you are enjoying your 2022 and
finding joy in your journey with Jesus. I
believe it’s going to be a year of revival
and spiritual growth in the lives of many!
For His Glory,
Mrs. Gustafson

The Preschool is still looking for help! If you are
interested in becoming a substitute associate in
the preschool room, please contact the church
office and leave your name and the best phone
number to reach you at. This would be on an asneeded basis when others are not able to come
in.

The picture above is from the preschool Christmas
program that was held December 16, 2021.
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Immanuel Lutheran Church
Voters’ Meeting Minutes
January 9, 2022
The meeting was called to order by Curtis Korner, filling in
for Harry Riessen. 33 voting members were in attendance.
I. Opening Devotion and Prayer: Led by Pastor
Mahnken.
II. Reading/Approval of Minutes and Agenda
Both were approved as presented to the Voters.
III.Reports of Officers and Boards
A. Elders (Curtis Korner)
A planning meeting will be held on January 16.
B. Trustees (Loren Jepsen)
North entrance automatic door was repaired. Some dirt
work will be done this spring when conditions allow.
Tuck pointing specified areas of the church are being
considered.
C. Treasurer/Stewardship/Finance (Leroy Hight)
Giving for 2021 was at 102% while expenses were less
than projected, leaving Immanuel $13,485.85 ahead at
present.
D. Education/Youth (Kris Schultz)
After the Sunday School Christmas program on
December 11, supper was served for 70 people.
Thanks to Christi Fredericks for her service. Welcome
to Angie Korner who will be her replacement. A planning meeting will be held on January 9.
E. Preschool (Jessica Ogren)
The preschool is seeking substitute Pre-School Associate teachers. Please contact the church office if you
have any interest in serving in this capacity.
F. Mission/Fellowship (Judy Gierstorf)
The Harvest Dinner went well. The Fellowship Hall was
used to serve in-person diners while takeouts were
available from the takeout center in the education unit.
God blessed this event with plenty of willing volunteers, donations, and patrons.
G. Memorial Committee (Lodean Voss)
There was nothing to report.
H. Pastor’s Report (Pastor Mahnken)
This can be found elsewhere in the Messenger.
Pastor Mahnken put out a plea for those in attendance
to pray 3 times daily for the Holy Spirit to work among
us to strengthen us in faith and service, and also for
the youth of our society as they struggle with spirituality and all of the challenges and temptations they face
in these times. In addition, pray for the congregation
that they would put their trust in our Lord for guidance.
IV. Old Business
V. New Business
A. Designate Use of Meal Receipts
1. Soup Dinner
2. Lenten Suppers (Ash Wednesday is March 2)
It was moved by Todd Schultz, seconded by Kent
Bornhoft, and approved unanimously by the Voters
to allow the board/committee serving these meals to
direct the use of the funds as they deem prudent, in
accordance with the mission of the Church.
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B. Request to Voters for Subsidy from Home Mission
Fund to Pay Registration Cost for Couples to Attend Weekend to Remember Marriage Conference.
(COST LISTED IS A SPECIAL ½ PRICE RATE
GOOD THROUGH JANUARY 24, 2022)
1. Des Moines: March 25-27, $175 per couple for
registration. Room is $126/night.
2. Lincoln, NE: February 4-6, $175 per couple for
registration. Room is $120/night.
3. Omaha, NE: March 18-20, $175 per couple for
registration. Room is $130/night.
It was moved by Al Weiss, seconded by Dick
Fredericks, and unanimously approved by the
Voters to subsidize these conferences.
C. Request for Home Mission Funds to Cover ⅔ of
Registration for Okoboji Campers
1. Cub Week 1 & 2: $200
2. Jr. High Week: $370
3. Youth Week: $370
4. Family Retreats also available
5. Adult Retreat cost (unavailable at this time)
It was moved by Leroy Hight, seconded by Dennis
Gierstorf, and unanimously approved by the Voters
to help campers with these subsidies.
D. District Convention
1. Immanuel Member to Attend Circuit Forum with
Pastor Mahnken on Sunday, January 23 at 4:00
p.m. at Our Savior. Harry Riessen will attend.
Loren Jepsen will attend if Harry is unavailable.
2. Immanuel Member for Our Delegate to the District
Convention June 26-28 at Okoboji. Please reach
out to Pastor Mahnken if you wish to attend the
convention.
3. Nominations for District Offices and Boards: It
was moved by Don Wunschel, seconded by Kent
Bornhoft and approved unanimously by the
Voters to accept Pastor Mahnken’s nominations
for various positions.
4. Nomination for Circuit Visitor. Pastor Mahnken
recommends Pastor Chad Trunkhill serve as our
nominee for Circuit Visitor. Motion was made by
Rachel Mentink, seconded by Jerry Ernst, and
approved unanimously to make this nomination.
E. Support for Zion Lutheran School in Denison
At our October 2021 meeting our Voters had
approved the annual consideration of a gift to Zion
Lutheran School in Denison. In view of our 2021
giving surplus, the Voters were asked to consider a
gift at this time. As Immanuel had approved a $2500
gift from our Home Mission Fund at that same October meeting, Leroy Hight moved and Lodean Voss
seconded a motion to delay consideration of
additional financial support of Zion Lutheran School
until later in 2022. The money will be taken from the
Home Mission Fund. The Voters approved this
motion.
F. Other—-No further business was considered.
VI. Adjourn With Prayer: Led by Pastor Mahnken.
~Submitted by Craig Bogatzke, Secretary

THE FEBRUARY IMMANUEL MESSENGER

Pastor Mahnken’s Report
Voters’ Meeting--January 9, 2022
We began 2021 with 605 baptized members
and 502 communicant members. We have received one new communicant member by adult
confirmation. One child was received as her parent was confirmed. We have received one new
communicant member by reaffirmation of faith.
We have had six baptisms. We had one confirmand and four children transfer in. Four baptized
members became communicant members by Jr.
Confirmation. We have had fourteen members
who
died
in
2021:
Arlen
Meseck,
Marilyn Petersen, Leila Reimer, Diane Riessen,
Sylvia Hight, Rhonda Slavik, Lucielle Dierenfield,
Donna Meeves, Pat Schultz, Michelle Richardson,
Bob Thul, Roger Harm, and Marcella Petersen.
One member’s funeral was held at St. John. Battle
Creek (LaRae Redenius). We had one nonmember funeral here: Gene Olson. We transferred out four baptized and two communicant
members. We released one communicant member and one baptized member to a non-LCMS Lutheran church (ELCA). We released two communicant member to a non Lutheran church bodies.
We now have 597 baptized members on the
books; and now have 490 communicant members
on the books.
During 2021 we averaged 127.3 in worship
per Sunday, for an average of 21.2% of our membership per Sunday. During 2019 we averaged
158.8 per Sunday for an average of 26%. Such is
the effect of Covid; although we do have a few less
members now than then. The total for our 3 Christmas services was 277. In 2020 it was 212; in 2019 it
was 325.
We have again been sanitizing our worship
area after worship on Saturday evenings, since
our Christmas services. Bruce Namanny has been
doing most of the misting.
Our Thursday offerings of Hope When Your
Heart Breaks still have room for more participants
and we have books. This is a study in which it
would be easy to join at any time. Pastor Kaiser
has a session at 9:30 a.m. and I have a session at
6:30 p.m.
Next Sunday during our Adult Bible Class time
we will begin a study of the letters of John.
It would be a good time for you to join us.
I invite you to join me in prayer before our
merciful heavenly Father on behalf of the members of our congregation. There are many who
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have not been in worship nor at the Lord’s Table in
a long time—and a long time before Covid. Our
hearts earnestly turn to the Lord in prayer whenever loved ones are sick, suffering, or experience
tragedy. How much more shall we pray for
strengthening of faith and steadfastness in Christian living!
When I first came to Immanuel we had 50-60
people in attendance in Bible Class on Sunday
morning. Now we have 15-20. Our congregation
has changed. We have fewer members, but even
in proportion to our fewer members we should
have over 30 in Bible Class. Our younger people
are not in the Word. What will be the spiritual
condition of Immanuel when we are gone? Who
will be in this meeting? Who will provide the leadership? Will it be Godly or will it be worldly?
Our children have phones and other devices in
their hands and are viewing porn and every vulgarity and perversion you can imagine via social
media. They are daily taking in messages which
treat Biblical truth, faith in Jesus, sexual purity and
Christian living as a joke. It’s forming their hearts
and lives; where will it take them? What hopelessness and wreckage will they find in their lives?
In Daniel 6:10, after the Persian King Darius’
edict that for 30 days no one should pray to any
God except the king, and if anyone violated the
decree they would be thrown into the den of lions,
we read that Daniel got down on his knees and
prayed three times a day and gave thanks to God,
even as he had before. The Psalm writer in Psalm
55:17 says “Evening, morning and noon I cry out
in distress, and He hears my voice.”
In 2022 please join me three times a day in
prayer for the spiritual growth of the members of
Immanuel. Please pray three times a day! When
your alarm goes off and you thank God for giving
you eyes to see a new day, pray that the eyes of
our hearts may be opened to the wonder of God’s
grace. When you give thanks for your food at
lunch or dinner or whatever you call it, pray for
the Holy Spirit to be at work among us to teach us
through the Word of God. When you lay down
your head at the end of the day, pray yourself to
sleep on behalf of the families and children of
Immanuel that they will be blessed with a love for
Jesus and a growing zeal to live for Him in this
darkening age. And thank the Lord Jesus for His
promise that whatever we ask the Father in His
name, He will give it to us for the glory of our Savior (John 15:16).
I thank you for your prayers.
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Nine Minutes Every Day
There are nine minutes during the day
that have the greatest impact on a child:





The first three minutes right after
they wake up in the morning.
The first three minutes after they come home from
school.
The last three minutes of the day before they go
to bed.

Each day children need meaningful eye-to-eye
conversations with a parent. It is especially important
to slow down and look them in the eye. Listen and
respond with love. Hug your child. Straighten her hair.
Pat him on the back. Tell them how proud you are of
them every day. A simple touch makes a child feel
connected to a parent in ways that words never will.
Remember, actions speak louder than words.
The Bible says many things about children. Here are
only a few examples:
“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when
he is old, he will not depart from it.” Prov. 22:6
“Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger by the
way you treat them. Rather, bring them up with the
discipline and instruction that comes from the Lord.”
Eph. 6:4
“Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do
not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs
to such as these.’” Matt. 19:14
If you have been blessed by God to be a parent,
spend at least nine minutes each day paying special
attention to your child or children, providing genuine
love and nurture in the process.
And if you have not received the specific
blessing of being a parent, thank God for
your parents, whose love gave you the
precious gift of life. That can even be
done in less than nine minutes every
day.

The Lenten Season will begin with
Ash Wednesday on March 2. All six
midweek services will begin at
6:00 p.m. with a freewill offering
meal served before from 5:15-6:00.

Pro Life Health Care Workers Scholarship
$500 will be offered for a Christian student studying
college level Health Care, such as nursing for
example, which is to be matched by another group
for a $1,000 scholarship offered each year.
Applicants will make a YouTube video which will be
made public. The video will be a ten minute maximum speech answering the question: Why does the
life of the unborn matter? The winning video will be
played or the winner will speak in person at a Pro
Life event. The same person can apply each year.
Payment will be made directly to the school.
Payment will be made half in the Fall and half in the
Winter. If GPA is not at least 2.0 out of 4.0 the
second payment will not be made. Judging will be
done by the matching group and Scholarship board,
Chairman Pastor Mark Kluzek.
Application deadline April 1. Ask for an application at
Godcares1000@gmail.com. Pastor will help with
finding a group to match. The board reserves the
right to not award scholarships if the videos are not
of sufficient merit. Donations for scholarships are
appreciated and tax deductible through Faith
Lutheran Church, PO Box 216, Kiron, Iowa 51448.
For an example watch “Why the Unborn Matter” on
Mark Kluzek’s Defend the Unborn YouTube
channel: https://youtu.be/z8LxOTj-Zs8 .

The Voice of the Martyrs
Front-line workers passionately proclaim the gospel
on the world’s most challenging mission fields. But
it comes at a cost, as sharing the Good News about
Christ often leads to persecution and great
suffering.
Your family, class or group can support front-line
workers by committing to pray for them. Your
prayers will encourage them and help connect them
to the body of Christ around the world.
Here are five specific ways you can pray for frontline workers in restricted nations and hostile areas:
1. Pray that the Lord will provide opportunities for
them to share the gospel.
2. Pray that they will be strengthened and refreshed by God’s Word each day.

If your group would like to be in
charge of an evening meal, please contact the
church office 712-676-2235.

3. Pray for their boldness and courage in carrying
out kingdom work.

Our worship theme will be Witnesses to Christ:
People From His Passion.

5. Pray that front-line workers will sense God’s
presence and peace as they minister in difficult
and dangerous areas.

4. Pray that their ministry activities will go unnoticed by potential persecutors.
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Find out why over 1.5
million couples have
attended
FamilyLife’s
Weekend to Remember.
Weekend to Remember marriage conference
Marriage is a lifelong adventure of growing
together through every age and stage of life.
The happiest couples are those who commit to
learning skills that help them weather difficult
seasons and deal confidently with relationship
challenges. It’s your turn to make a great
marriage happen.
(registration cost listed is special 50% off rate
through January 24).
Des Moines: March 25-27, $175/couple for
registration; $126/night—room.
Lincoln, NE: February 4-6, $175/couple for
registration; $120/night—room.
Omaha, NE: March 18-20, $175/couple for
registration; $130/night—room.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

REGISTRATION IS OPEN ~ campokoboji.org
The camp auxiliary will be giving away six
full week scholarships for Cub Week, Jr. High
Week or Youth Week. Children can apply by
completing the application form and returning it to camp by April 18, 2022.
The recipients of the scholarships will be
chosen by the auxiliary at their April 22nd
meeting and will be notified the following
week.
Forms are available in the church office.
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Trip to Mission Central by
Immanuel’s Confirmation Classes
The pictures below were taken the afternoon of
January 19 as our 5th-6th grade confirmation classes
and some of our other Immanuel members were at
Mission Central for a presentation by missionary
Tirzah Krey. Tirzah serves the Latin Africa and
Caribbean region as a human care coordinator. She
works alongside pastors, deaconesses and seminary
students and also coordinates community health
initiatives. Tirzah is also currently studying to be
commissioned as a deaconess herself. Mission
Development Counselor Gary Thies also gave a
display of some artifacts from mission fields
(modeled below by our youth!) as well as a quick
tour of the Creation Theater. We thank Mike and
Melanie Hargens for both driving and please join us
in praying for Tirzah and all our missionaries!
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AFRICAN RADIO MINISTRIES—NEWS
Dear Friends,
The people of Ethiopia are singing their renditions of
the great Advent hymns with deep, heartfelt gratitude
to our Wonderful Counselor and Prince of Peace. The
rebels from the north have been pushed back into
their own territory and negotiations for peace have
begun.
The town of Dessie has been damaged and looted.
Pastor Melaku’s church is now without windows,
doors or furniture. Demeke Ture was able to call Pastor Melaku who was in tears as he related his own
story of God’s deliverance. A woman in his congregation pleaded with him to give a proper burial to her
deceased mother. She was alone because her husband took the children to Addis Ababa to escape the
fighting. She stayed behind in Dessie because her
mother was very ill. Her mother died and then the
woman could not even find a casket or burial clothes.
They had to carry her body wrapped in a simple white
cloth in a wooden chair. She felt that if the pastor
came for prayers and consolation, God and the
memory of her mother would still be honored despite
the poverty of her situation.
The rebels controlled the town at the time and people
outside of their homes were being killed. Yet after
prayer Pastor Melaku agreed to go with her and hold
a proper service. As he made his way toward the
family’s house, he was met by a group of rebels who
put him on the ground for execution. One of them
jacked a bullet into the chamber and was about to kill
him but a woman in their group said, “Stop, let’s see
who this is before killing him.” They asked who he
was, and he explained that he was a pastor on his
way to bury a member of his congregation. The rebels asked for proof and he showed them his ID card
verifying his claim. The rebels released him and told
him to stay off the street, but he continued on his mission to the woman’s house. Together they carried the
deceased to the gravesite about one and a half miles
from her house. Pastor Melaku dug the grave and
conducted the service.
Ethiopian Christmas follows the Eastern Orthodox
calendar and will be celebrated on January 7th. A big
day is planned for the Dessie congregation. The inmates in the local prison will also celebrate God’s
protection for their pastor because Pastor Melaku has
brought them freedom in Christ. Aside from shepherding a large congregation he has been serving as
pastor for the inmates.
We are so thankful for Pastor Melaku and for you
dear people who enable him and other evangelists to
share the Good News, Bibles, materials, and relief
support with the prisoners.
May God the Prince of Peace richly bless you
throughout this coming New Year 2022.
~John and Kathy and Missionary Linda Kurtz
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November and December months were such a blessing. On November 13, I had the opportunity to participate
at the IOWAY Banquet as one of the speakers. I shared
information about Hispanic Ministry in Iowa District West.
Several members of Amigos en Cristo were able to join
us. Thanks to the ministry of IOWAY, we were able to
distribute many winter hats, Gracias Ellie Menz and
IOWAY volunteers!
Church people celebrated my birthday after our worship service and again during our Wednesday Bible
study in Storm Lake with cake and good food.
We had our yearly Thanksgiving worship service at
Trinity Lutheran in Odebolt, Iowa. We thank our District
President, Pastors Vogel, Flo, Witte and Viggers for taking the time to join us.
We had such a great time as we gathered on different
days to celebrate our Mexican/Hispanic Tradition of “Las
Posadas.”
Let me tell you about “Las Posadas”: Las Posadas
are well known throughout Mexico and the Southwest
United States. Las Posadas means “inn/lodging,” literally
a place where one can posar (rest). They are held each
day between December 16 and 24. They are a celebration full of joy. In this celebration, people representing
Mary and Joseph take part in a procession that goes
from door to door guided by the angel seeking posada,
or lodging. The traditional song of Las Posadas is a series of responsive verses sung between a group of pilgrims asking for lodging and innkeepers turning them
away. Finally, after several stops, the innkeepers realize
who is asking for lodging and welcome them in with open
arms. All those in the procession enter the house or
church and then enjoy a time of food, refreshments and if
there is a way, also have a piñata.
Amigos en Cristo and Gracia have adjusted this event
a little. We have families that offer their house for congregation and friends to come and enjoy La Posada. It is a
great time to invite those who do not attend church. We
have the singing and before enjoying traditional food, we
have a time of prayer and a short sermon.
I was privileged to be part of chapel at Zion-Denison
proclaiming and praising our Lord Jesus in a bilingual
mode! I also met Pastor Roehrig from Saint Paul (Carroll)
and new people in the Harlan and Carroll areas for possible future ministries. What a privilege!
Plans for the new year includes providing ESL and
Citizenship classes. I will be looking for volunteers.
Please feel free to get in contact with me as to how you
can be part of this great Hispanic outreach effort. Gracias
to all the congregations and individuals making this a
reality.
We thank you for your continued support and we ask
that you continue to keep us in your prayers. Please
share with your Hispanic friends and neighbors about
your Spanish speaking congregations. I am available to
speak about Hispanic outreach and welcome an invitation. Please pray as we contemplate starting a Bible
study/worship in the Carroll area.
With God everything is possible! Let us pray together
for the growth of our Hispanic ministries and our outreach efforts to bring as many people as possible to the
Lord’s Kingdom. Bendiciones. ~Rev. Pedro Lopez

FEBRUARY 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1
Preschool

2 Groundhog
Day
6:30 Bible Study
p.m. Preschool
Confirmation

Thu
3

Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Schleswig, Iowa

Fri

Sat

4

5

Preschool
Study-Hope
10 am & 6:30 pm
1:30 LWML

6

7

8

9 a.m. Worship
w/HC

Preschool

Preschool
8 am-4 pm
Pastors
Conference in
Ute

10:15 SS & BC
5:30 Young Adult
Bible Study

13 Super Bowl
9 a.m. Worship
10:15 SS & BC

14 Valentine’s
Day
Preschool

2 pm

10

15

16

17

Preschool

6:30 Bible Study

Preschool

p.m. Preschool

Study-Hope
10 am & 6:30 pm

4 p.m.
Worship w/HC

18

21

22

23

24

No Preschool

No Preschool

6:30 Bible Study

Preschool

8:45 a.m.
Newsletter
Assemblage

9 a.m. Quilting

11 am-12:30 pm
Soup & Sandwich
Luncheon

p.m. Preschool

5:30 Young Adult
Bible Study
28

9 a.m. Worship
10:15 SS & BC

Preschool

Sunday

Sunday School
pizza & bowling

Study-Hope
10 am & 6:30 pm

Confirmation

27 Transfiguration

19

4 p.m.
Worship w/HC

Confirmation
20
9 a.m. Worship
w/HC
10:15 SS & BC
11:30 Board of Ed

12

9 a.m. Quilting
Study-Hope
10 am & 6:30 pm

1 p.m.
Volunteers to
OGT

11

Preschool

Duane Goode
Commons
Dedication at
Schleswig School

Messenger
Deadline for
March issue

1 p.m.
Schleswig
Sharks 4-H

9
6:30 Bible Study
p.m. Preschool
Confirmation

4 p.m.
Worship w/HC

Preschool:
Mon., Tues., Thurs. 8 a.m.—3 p.m.
Wed. 11:45 a.m.—3 p.m.
Confirmation: Wednesday 3:30-5:15 p.m.

25

26
(Time TBD)
LYF & families to
Orphan Grain
Train & activity
in Ida Grove
4 p.m.
Worship w/HC
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Sunday Worship at 9 a.m. HC on first & third Sundays
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