THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
January 3, 2021
“Our Salvation is Fulfilled in Jesus”
THE WELCOME
THE OPENING HYMN “Angels From the Realms of Glory”
1) Angels from the realms of glory,
3) Sages, leave your contemplations,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Brighter visions beam afar;
Ye who sang creation’s story,
Seek the great Desire of nations,
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth.
Ye have seen His natal star.
Come and worship, come and worship;
Come and worship, come and worship;
Worship Christ, the newborn King.
Worship Christ, the newborn King.
2) Shepherds in the field abiding,
4) Saints before the altar bending,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,
Watching long in hope and fear,
God with us is now residing,
Suddenly the Lord, descending,
Yonder shines the Infant Light.
In His temple shall appear.
Come and worship, come and worship;
Come and worship, come and worship;
Worship Christ, the newborn King.
Worship Christ, the newborn King.
5) All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising To the eternal Three in One.
Come and worship, come and worship;
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

THE INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: Beloved in the Lord. Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, imploring Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth.
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,
C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.)

P: O almighty God,
C: Merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now and
forever. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You
of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and
death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor
sinful being.

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of the Word made
flesh—Jesus our Savior. Grant that this Light may always enlighten our minds and hearts
and shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
(please be seated)

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 61:10—62:3 (ESV)
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for He has clothed me with the
garments of salvation; He has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom
decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her
jewels. For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to
sprout up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the
nations. For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not be quiet, until
her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch. The nations
shall see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be called by a new
name that the mouth of the LORD will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the
LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

THE EPISTLE Galatians 4:4–7 (ESV)
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the
law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And
because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba!
Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
(please stand)

THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:22–40 (ESV)
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought Him
up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male
who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice according to
what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now there was

a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting
for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him
by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he
came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for Him
according to the custom of the Law, he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and
said, “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; for my
eyes have seen Your salvation that You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your people Israel.” And His father and His mother
marveled at what was said about Him. And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother,
“Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is
opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many
hearts may be revealed.” And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the
tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from
when she was a virgin, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from
the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. And coming up at that very hour
she began to give thanks to God and to speak of Him to all who were waiting for the redemption
of Jerusalem. And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they
returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. And the Child grew and became strong,
filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon Him.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

THE NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE BIBLE MEMORY VERSE FOR JANUARY 1 Corinthians 6:19c-20 (ESV)
You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.
(please be seated)

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE HYMN OF THE DAY “Once in Royal David’s City”
1) Once in royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little Child.

4) And our eyes at last shall see Him,
Through His own redeeming love;
For that Child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heav’n above;
And He leads His children on
To the place where He is gone.

2) He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
And His cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly
Lived on earth our Savior holy.

5) Not in that poor, lowly stable
With the oxen standing by
Shall we see Him, but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high.
Then like stars His children, crowned,
All in white, His praise will sound!

THE SERMON “Our Salvation is Fulfilled in Jesus” Text: Luke 2:22-40
THE OFFERING (Please leave your offering in a plate in the Narthex, mail it, or bring it to the office.)
(please stand)

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
(Each petition concludes with the following response: “Lord, in Your mercy,” “hear our prayer.”)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

THE DISTRIBUTION
THE DISMISSAL
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart  in peace.
C: Amen

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance on you and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS

