THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 4, 2021
“My Grace is Sufficient”

THE WELCOME
THE OPENING HYMN #966 “Before You, Lord, We Bow”
1 Before You, Lord, we bow,
Our God who reigns above
And rules the world below,
Boundless in pow’r and love.
Our thanks we bring
In joy and praise, Our hearts we raise
To You, our King!

3

May ev’ry mountain height,
Each vale and forest green,
Shine in Your Word’s pure light,
And its rich fruits be seen!
May ev’ry tongue
Be tuned to praise And join to raise
A grateful song.

2 The nation You have blest
May well Your love declare,
From foes and fears at rest,
Protected by Your care.
For this bright day,
For this fair land—
Gifts of Your hand—
Our thanks we pay.

4

Earth, hear your Maker’s voice;
Your great Redeemer own;
Believe, obey, rejoice,
And worship Him alone.
Cast down your pride,
Your sin deplore,
And bow before
The Crucified.

5 And when in pow’r He comes,
Oh, may our native land
From all its rending tombs
Send forth a glorious band,
A countless throng,
With joy to sing To heav’n’s high King
Salvation’s song!

THE INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Our
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: Who made heaven and earth.
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

THE KYRIE ~ “Lord, Have Mercy”

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
1) To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus' birth!
We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name we sing—
Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav'nly King.
2) To You, O sole-begotten, The Father's Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow'r are seated At God's right hand on high—
3) For You alone are holy, You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father's glory. "Amen!" our glad reply.

THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. O God, Your almighty power is made known chiefly in showing mercy. Grant
us the fullness of Your grace that we may be called to repentance and made partakers of
Your heavenly treasures; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 2:1-5 (ESV)
And He said to me, “Son of man, stand on your feet, and I will speak with you.” And as He spoke
to me, the Spirit entered into me and set me on my feet, and I heard Him speaking to me. And He
said to me, “Son of man, I send you to the people of Israel, to nations of rebels, who have rebelled
against Me. They and their fathers have transgressed against Me to this very day. The
descendants also are impudent and stubborn: I send you to them, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus
says the Lord GOD.’ And whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house) they
will know that a prophet has been among them.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

THE EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 (ESV)
I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on to visions and
revelations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third
heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. And I know that this
man was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God
knows—and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. On behalf of this man I
will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses—though if I should wish
to boast, I would not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth; but I refrain from it, so that no one
may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me. So to keep me from becoming
conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the
flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. Three times I
pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient
for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak,
then I am strong.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

THE ALLELUIA AND VERSE (page 205 in the hymnal)
Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia. These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve
That Je-sus is the Christ, the Son of God. Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia.

THE HOLY GOSPEL Mark 6:1-13 (ESV)
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the sixth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
He went away from there and came to His hometown, and His disciples followed Him. And on
the Sabbath He began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard Him were astonished,
saying, “Where did this Man get these things? What is the wisdom given to Him? How are such
mighty works done by His hands? Is not this the carpenter, the Son of Mary and brother of James
and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not His sisters here with us?” And they took offense at
Him. And Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and among
his relatives and in his own household.” And He could do no mighty work there, except that He laid
His hands on a few sick people and healed them. And He marveled because of their unbelief. And
He went about among the villages teaching. And He called the twelve and began to send them out
two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He charged them to take nothing for
their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their belts—but to wear sandals and
not put on two tunics. And He said to them, “Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you
depart from there. And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when you
leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” So they went out and
proclaimed that people should repent. And they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many
who were sick and healed them.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
THE NICENE CREED (printed inside the back cover of the hymnal)

THE BIBLE MEMORY VERSE FOR JULY 2 Corinthians 12:9 (ESV)
“My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.’”

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
THE HYMN OF THE DAY #728 “How Firm a Foundation”

5 “Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.”

THE SERMON "My Grace is Sufficient” Text: 2 Corinthians 12:1-10

THE PRESENTATION OF OUR OFFERINGS “We Praise You, O God” (#785.1-2)
1) We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator;
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring.
We lay it before You, we kneel and adore You;
We bless Your holy name, glad praises we sing.
2) We worship You, God of our fathers, we bless You;
Through trial and tempest our guide You have been.
When perils o’ertake us, You will not forsake us,
And with Your help, O Lord, our struggles we win.

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
(Each portion concludes with the following response: “Lord, in Your mercy” “Hear our prayer.”)

THE LORD’S PRAYER (printed inside the back cover of the hymnal)
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

THE DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
#628 “Your Table I Approach”
“Christ, By Heav’nly Hosts Adored” (LW #499, alt) (Tune: #892)
1) Christ, by heav’nly hosts adored
2) On our fields of grass and grain
Gracious, mighty, sov’reign Lord,
Send, O Lord, the kindly rain,
God of nations, King of kings,
And throughout this spacious land
Head of all created things,
Crown the labors of each hand.
By the Church with joy confessed,
Let Your kind protection be
God the Son forever blessed,
Over commerce on the sea.
Pleading at Your throne we stand,
Open, Lord, Your bounteous hand;
Save Your people, bless our land.
Bless Your people, bless our land.
3) Give us rulers faithful, true,
Such as love and honor You;
Let the powers You ordained
Be in righteousness maintained.
In the people’s hears increase
Love of piety and peace,
Thus united, we shall stand
Save Your people, bless our land.

#629 “What Is This Bread?”

THE DISMISSAL
P: The body and blood of our Lord strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart  in peace.
C: Amen.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Lord God, we have received the body and blood of Your Son for the forgiveness of our sin. . For this
foretaste of the feast to come, we give You thanks, gracious heavenly Father. Strengthen us, we
pray, that we may rely on You to deliver us from any trouble, that we may resist the efforts of Satan
and our sinful flesh to draw us away from You, and to be bold in proclaiming Your love in word and
deed to all people; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and rules with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance on you and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

THE CLOSING HYMN #965 “God Bless Our Native Land”
1 God bless our native land;
Firm may she ever stand
Through storm and night.
When the wild tempests rave,
Ruler of wind and wave,
Do Thou our country save
By Thy great might.
2 So shall our prayers arise
To God above the skies;
On Him we wait.
Thou who art ever nigh,
Guarding with watchful eye,
To Thee aloud we cry:
God save the state!

