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From Your Pastor
One Sunday many years ago, before I came to
Immanuel, I was leading worship at the local care
center, like we do now at the facilities in Denison.
A gal from our church would accompany the pastor
leading the service. That day she came to me right
before the service and told me there were three
brothers there visiting their older brother, who as a
resident. The older brother was in his 90’s. They were
all close in age, so the four of them looked as if they
ranged from the mid 80’s on up. They had asked her
if they could sing a song together at the end of the
service. I looked at her rather guarded and asked, “Is
this going to be O.K.?” I had never had such a
request before, nor have I had one since. Well, she
knew them, and she smiled and said, “It will be fine.”
At the end of the service I announced they would
be singing and invited everyone’s attention. The
“younger” brothers helped their oldest brother to his
feet. When they were ready one of them hummed a
pitch—they sang acapella, with no accompaniment.
They also proceeded to sing in four-part harmony, in
German, a hymn entitled “So Nimm Denn Meine
Hande.” The translation in English is in our hymnal
(LSB #722) under the title, “Lord, Take My Hand and
Lead Me.” These are the words in English:
1 Lord, take my hand and lead me Upon life’s way;
Direct, protect, and feed me From day to day.
Without Your grace and favor I go astray;
So take my hand, O Savior, And lead the way.
2 Lord, when the tempest rages, I need not fear,
For You, the Rock of Ages, Are always near.
Close by Your side abiding, I fear no foe,
For when Your hand is guiding, In peace I go.
3 Lord, when the shadows lengthen
And night has come,
I know that You will strengthen
My steps toward home.
Then nothing can impede me, O blessèd Friend;
So take my hand and lead me Unto the end.
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission:
LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012547.

As you can maybe imagine, there was not a dry eye
in the place when they were done.

I think about those brothers and that moment
every time we sing “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead
Me” in worship. Consider all they have lived
through and experienced in their life of faith! They
had come as little boys from Germany with their
parents to a new country, a new culture, a new
language and had to grow up through all of the
awkwardness of being “different.” They had
farmed together and had struggled through the
tremendous changes that went with transitioning
from working with horses to tractors. They had
held in faith, worshipped together, sang together,
and encouraged each other as they endured years
of drought, hail storms, and disease in their livestock. Many years passed and they had to give up
their beloved work on the farm because physically
it was no longer possible for them. They had
buried their parents and other loved ones. Now
they themselves were coming ever closer to their
own walk through the valley of the shadow of
death. Still they were singing “Lord, Take My Hand
and Lead Me” as they had for all those years.
That afternoon we all witnessed something very
profound about faith and life, about who our
gracious and faithful Lord is and who we are
through faith in Him. Every passing day for you and
me as the children of God is nothing more and
nothing less than putting our hand in our Lord’s and
praying “Lord, take my hand and lead me.” He
cares for us with a perfect care in every moment.
We mess up life and we get messed up when we
take our hand from His and try to go it on our own.
Soon, the storms of life come and then we realize
we need Jesus. Running to Him in faith, He again
takes our hand—so great is His forgiving love, and
we need fear no foe when He holds us.
Life’s brief day is passing for us all; the shadows
lengthen and night is coming. Strenghtened by the
Lord’s grace He will bring us home. In prayerful
faith we daily plead God’s mercies through Jesus,
the Friend of sinners—your friend and mine, Lord,
take my hand and lead me . . . !
Your fellow-servant for Christ,

Pastor Mahnken
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“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words
of eternal life” (John 6:68). Once again violence
saddens our nation. A young man, gripped by the
satanic delusion “you shall be like God,” has stolen
the precious lives of innocent mothers, daughters,
sisters, fathers, sons and brothers in Buffalo, N.Y. In
his writings, the perpetrator rejected Christianity and
espoused the demonic ideas of racial hatred and
violence. Yet each one of the slain was created in the
image of God (Genesis 1:27), and each was as
valuable as the blood of Jesus (John 3:16).
Acts of evil such as this make us ask, “Is there no
reasonable path to preclude the deranged from the
legal acquisition of firearms?” “Are threats of violence
from such a person free speech?” “Must free speech
mean the infinite, unending gush of hatred and filth on
the internet, including evil, racist rants with
associated threats of violence?” “Is there no stronger
pre-emptive remedy available?” We cannot settle for
the status quo.
Yet Paul reminds us to persevere in goodness.
“And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due
season we will reap, if we do not give up” (Galatians
6:9). But who of us does not grow weary? Good
citizens, loving family and friends, are murdered in
cold blood; a heroic retired police officer gives his
life for others … again. We pray with the psalmist, “I
am weary with my crying out; my throat is parched.
My eyes grow dim with waiting for my God” (Psalm
69:3).
On Nov. 30, 2021, a shooting occurred at the high
school my niece and nephew attend in Oxford, Mich.
They had attended school with the eventual assailant
for years. Their friends were murdered. Other close
friends barely survived being shot, including the
grandchild of a retired LCMS pastor. The signs were
all evident in the young man whose life had become
captive to sin, death and the devil, a participant in the
demonic. I think of how devastating this incident has
been for my sister’s family. I thank God for their
resilient faith in Christ and courage in the face of evil,
even when answers are not easily at hand.
I now pray for the courage of the victims’ families
in Buffalo, that Christ’s merciful love would surround
them all and that they would look to Jesus’ cross and
resurrection for eternal hope.
Today I think of the beautiful and ever-growing
collage of saints in the LCMS. I think of your love and
humility. I think of your clear confession and witness
to Jesus Christ, a Jew from Palestine, whose racial
identity few among us share. He is our precious
Savior. I think of His zeal to reach the Jews, the
Samaritans and the Syrophoenician woman. I think of
Simon from Cyrene, the African who bore our Savior’s
cross (Matthew 27:32), and his family who were vital
members of the earliest church (Mark 15:21; Acts
11:20; Romans 16:13). I think of my pagan Slavic and
German ancestors — apart from Christ and all hope —
who were grafted into the family of God when they

heard the witness to Jesus. I think of my own precious
granddaughter, who has more African genetic material
than German. I think of our black brothers and sisters
whose hearts have been so won by Jesus and His Word
that they hold the Gospel as the greatest treasure and
confess the Lutheran faith from deep conviction,
despite our many weaknesses and failings.
I thank God that in this dark world of sin and
hatred, you are light in Christ. “Whoever says he is in
the light and hates his brother is still in darkness” (1
John 2:9). Jesus says, “I am the way, and the truth, and
the life” (John 14:6). Paul says that “the fruit of light is
found in all that is good and right and true” (Ephesians
5:9). Peter reminds the church, “You are a chosen
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his
own possession, that you may proclaim the
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into
his marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9).
Let us act as good citizens of this world as we
demand reasonable laws and strict prosecution of evil
doers to thwart evil. “For rulers are not a terror to
good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of
the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and
you will receive his approval, for he is God’s servant
for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he
does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of
God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the
wrongdoer. … Owe no one anything, except to love
each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled
the law” (Romans 13:3–4, 8). It is a good work of love to
practice civil righteousness toward our neighbor and
to demand justice from our leaders. “Public remedy,
made through the office of the public official, is not
condemned, but is commanded and is God’s
work” (Apology of the Augsburg Confession XVI 59).
Please join me in praying for the saints of our LCMS
Eastern District and their president, the Rev. Dr. Chris
Wicher, that they would not lose heart, but be greatly
empowered in their witness to Jesus, the light of the
world.
May the words of Paul and Barnabas continue ever
more to mark us: “For so the Lord has commanded us,
saying, ‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that
you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth’” (Acts
13:47).
O Spirit, who didst once restore
Thy Church that it might be again
The bringer of good news to men,
Breathe on Thy cloven Church once more,
That in these gray and latter days
There may be those whose life is praise,
Each life a high doxology
To Father, Son, and unto Thee.
(Lutheran Service Book 834:4)
Pastor Matthew C. Harrison
President
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS.org/president
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June 1……..……………………...…Lowell Lee
Liam Palmer
June 2…………………………...Dorothy Ruser
June 4…………………………Austin Hennings
June 5………….……….………..Dennis Bruhn
Josie Jepsen
Derek Rothe
June 6…………………...…Dalton Fredericks
Aden Hennings
Shawn McFarland
Sarah Schmidt
Jada Vandenburg
June 7..………………………….….Karla Gross
June 9………….……………….Theresa Beeck
June 10………….………....…..Trey Kluender
June 11……………...………..Robin Ellerbeck
Oliver Nahnsen
June 12…..…………..……...Taylor Hennings
Rhett Jepsen
June 14…….………….……….Sophia Morgan
Barb Pedersen
June 15…….……………...…….Mike Hargens
Angela Rosener
June 16.……..…………….Autumn Johannsen
June 17.....…………….….Bernhard Petersen
June 18…………………….……….Kyle Bubke
Rachel Mentink
Kay Riessen
June 19…………...………...Brittany Bremser
June 20………………………….Grant Clausen
Kevin Richardson
Darren Wessel
June 21………………...…….....Dakin Schultz
James Vandevanter
Kelly Wessel
June 23…..……………………….Loren Jepsen
June 24………..……………….….Jacee Jepsen
June 25…..………….…………….Calli Korner
Dakota Thomsen
June 26…………………...……...Dayna Beeck
Lylian Morgan
Shelley Segebart
June 27……………...…………….Nancy Kline
June 28…….……………….……...Laura Ernst
Nicole Hennings
Kelly Korner
Brad Riessen



Don & Peggy Wunschel (55th) ..................... June 3, 1967
Travis & Lynette Aldag ............................. June 6, 2016
Mike & Tracy Beeck ............................... June 6, 1992
Dale & Jackie Petersen ............................. June 6, 1970
Craig & Val Teut ..................................... June 7, 1986
Loren & Debbie Goettsch .......................... June 10, 2017
Jared & Kayla Clark................................. June 12, 2010
Michael & Gail Hatfield ........................... June 12, 1993
Matthew & Kirsten Maschmann................. June 12, 2021
Jon Jr. & Dorothy Pingel ........................... June 12, 1994
Joel & Sandy Bubke ................................. June 14, 1994
Dick & Jolene Streck ................................ June 15, 1971
Nick & Deidra Brown ............................... June 16, 2012
Zach & Tricia Bielenberg .......................... June 17, 2016
Jestin & Kara Bral ................................... June 17, 2006
Jerry & Barb Ernst ................................... June 21, 1975
Luke & Alexa Lenhart .............................. June 22, 2019
Bryan & Brenda Brinkley .......................... June 23, 1990
Dennis & Lori Kline ................................. June 23, 1984
John & Angela Rosener ............................. John 23, 2001
Chris & Kathy Sands ................................ June 24, 1961
Chanc & Jackie Palmer ............................ June 25, 2011
Larry & Anne Abbe .................................. June 26, 1976
Ryan & Jennifer Doxsey ............................ June 26, 2011
Eric & Renae Schneider ............................ June 26, 2004
Todd & Kris Schultz ................................ June 26, 1992
Please notify the office of any
omissions or corrections.


CONGRATULATIONS!
Immanuel’s 2022
High School Graduates
Bobbi Ann Jepsen
Jordan Richardson
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July 1………….………………..….……...…Madison Beeck
July 2…………………..………………………..Ashley Beeck
July 3…………………..………………..…..Bruce Namanny
July 4…………………………………..….……Zachary Rohlf
July 5………………..……….……….……….…Don Clausen
Curtis Korner
Seth Pingel
Tim Stoppel
Carter Weiss
July 6…………………..…………………...….Garrett Beeck
Dennis Kline
July 7..………………………………....….Randy Martinson
Stratton Stoppel
Julie Teut
July 8………………..……….…………….…...Barb Moeller
Brandy Porter
July 9……………..………………..…………...Stacey Dimig
Draton Palmer
D.L. Schmidt (99)
July 10………………..……..…………..…..Theodore Aldag
Trevis Beeck
Ezden Hargens
Duane Jacoby
Emily Segebart
July 11……………..………………………....…..Haley Ernst
Whitney Ernst
Henessey Harm
July 12………………...…..………......Stephanie Prussing
Stefan Wunschel
July 13………….…………………...…………...Laura Beeck
July 14………………..….………….……….Edna Johannsen
July 15………………..….…………..…….Kristin Hennings
Charles Rohlf
Lowell Teut
Ross Wood
July 16…………………....…………..…….Eileen Hennings
Clayton Stoppel
July 17…………………..…………………….….Kyler Bruhn
Bryli Bubke
Madison Cruz
Leroy Hight
Carol Otto
Eric Schneider
July 18…………………………...……….Jordan Richardson
July 19…………………....……….………...Janette Clausen
Harry Riessen
July 20……….………………..………….Pastor Kurt Kaiser
Gavin Schneider
July 22………………..….…………………….John Hennings
Katie Hennings
Cathy Namanny
July 23………..…….……………….…………...Kyle Jepsen
July 24…………………..….………….….Andrew Bachman
Dennis Gierstorf
July 25…………………....…………………….Kathy Korner
July 26……….……………………..………...Lukas Bornhoft
Adrienne Rochleau
Angela Korner
July 27…………………..….…………….Guenter Detlefsen
Alyssa Dimig
Adam Nahnsen
Brock Schneider
Renae Schneider
July 29…….……………………….……….Matthew Riessen
Andres Velasquez
July 30….…………………….…………....Grace Langholdt
Adam Schoenfeld
Kyle Schultz
July 31……………..………………….Delores Bumann (90)
Donavon Gierstorf
Ava Jacobson
Lori Segebart


John & Janice Hennings ............................ July 6, 1996
Bret & Shandi Steinkuehler ....................... July 7, 2007
Devin & Kelsi Jepsen ............................... July 10, 2010
Gerald & Grace Langholdt ........................ July 12, 1964
David & Lisa Jepsen................................. July 13, 2002
Austin & Heather Aldag ............................ July 15, 2018
Loren & Janice Jepsen (55th)....................... July 15, 1967
Jake & Tiffany Schneider .......................... July 16, 2005
Brad & Monica Detlefsen .......................... July 17, 1999
Jason & Carrie Bubke ............................... July 19, 2008
Adam & Deanna Ullrich ............................ July 23, 2005
Mark & Theresa Beeck ............................. July 25, 1992
Francisco & Madison Cruz ........................ July 26, 2019
Bruce & Cathy Namanny .......................... July 30, 1988
Jeramie & Jaime Streck ............................ July 31, 1999
Please notify the office of any
omissions or corrections.


Vacation Bible School is Coming!
Sessions for children that just completed
Preschool-6th Grade
July 10-14
Sunday-Thursday
5:30 p.m. Supper
6:00-8:00 p.m. VBS
Time to Get to the Root of Things!
As Christians, we are called to love, patience, faithfulness,
and other fruits of the spirit. But fruits come from trees, right?
Embracing the Christian life means turning to Christ, our Tree
of Life.

 June 3-5
 June 12-15
 July 10-16
 July 17-23
 July 24-30
 July 31-Aug 5
 August 7-12
 September 5-9

Kids’ Kamp (Grades K-2)
Cub Week #1 (Grades 3-5)
Jr. High Week (Grades 6-8)
Cub Week #2 (Grades 3-5)
Youth Week (Grades 8-12)
Family Retreat #1
Family Retreat #2
Travel Camp—ARK Encounter & Creation Museum

Register at: campokoboji.org. Immanuel will pay a portion of the
registration for any member attending a camp.
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~ THE LWML INVITES
ALL LADIES ~
Our May meeting was held with 11
members present. Pastor Mahnken led
a Bible study on Ephesians 1:15-23 encouraging
us in prayer and trusting God’s infinite power to
answer those prayers.
The project committee reported that the sub
sandwiches will be assembled and ready for
pickup this weekend. They also have purchased
the gifts for the preschool graduates. Each will
receive a gift bag with a T-shirt, nice Concordia
coloring book and candy. These will be presented
at their graduation on May 18th.
Other discussions included Orphan grain train,
possible IDW in-gathering projects, the offerings
at the district convention, and the grant proposal
results to be voted on at convention.
Peggy stated that our Zone will need individuals
to serve as treasurer and vice president for next
year and asked to let her know if anyone is
interested.
Cheryl reported she had made some visits at
Silveridge.
Our afternoon concluded with desserts served by
Carol and Peggy and much enjoyed time of
fellowship.
Donna Harm, Secretary


From Your library . . .
“Have we got a book for you!”

The Quilted Heart ~ By Mona Hodgson
We have received many new books in our
adult library given by an unknown donor. These
are beautiful Christian stories where God’s
presences is always there.
One of these is “The Quilted Heart” by Mona
Hodgson. There are three novellas in this one
book: Dandelions on the Wind, Bending Toward
the Sun and Ripples Along the Shore. They deal
with the same group of people starting in 1865 at
the end of the Civil War and covering about three
years. How these families coped with the end of
the war, finding loved ones, reuniting families
and trying to get back to something that resembles normal.
Check it out, I think you will enjoy it.
—Submitted by Carol Neddermeyer
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Are you Hungry?
On Friday, May 6, the Fellowship Hall was
filled with people, boxes of hoagie buns and
trays of lunchmeat and cheese.
A big THANK YOU to those of you who
volunteered or those who said “Yes” when
we called to ask for your help to assemble
all those sub sandwiches. With your help we
were able to put together 1068 subs! It was a
great day and we are extremely grateful for
your assistance.
LWML Project Committee—
Karen Wood, Becky Hanlin, Cheryl Neppl
and Nancy Bielenberg
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Mother’s Day 2022
On May 8, 2022, the children invited their
mothers to join them at Sunday School for a
“sweet” activity. They spent the morning
decorating cookies and enjoying each other’s
company. Thanks to everyone who joined us!

MY BRAVE HUSBAND FACES THE CHALLENGE OF HIS LIFETIME
By Saralee Perel
Last week, I joined a support group for caregivers of partners with
dementia. You see, I have become my husband's eyes, ears, hands,
words, well . . . his lifeline. Bob's hopes – dreams – memories – have all
disappeared.
Being my husband's overseer is a duty I am honored to accept. Are we
not one another's keeper? Bob and I love with a love everlasting. It's a
"no matter what" kind of love.
I am doing a lousy job as his caregiver. I'm no champion. I have
cowered in fear, buried myself in frustration, isolated myself in an
emotional closet filled with memories that are no longer shared by my
best pal. He can't retrieve them. Does anything matter if it can't be
remembered?
You know what I miss the most? Small talk. But if we were walking along
a path, and I was to say, "Did you see that blue jay?" Bob would have no
idea that a blue jay is a bird, or that a bird is a little flying thing.
I'll tell you, though; I say it anyway. The words don't matter, nor do their
meanings. What does matter now? That we are together.
Fancy this; years ago, when Regis Philbin was the host, Bob was a
contestant on “The Millionaire Show” in New York City. In order to
qualify, he had to answer, at lightning speed, questions such as: name
the first five presidents in the order of their birth. He was magnificent
on the show. He is still magnificent – in his heart.
My husband cherishes me. He spends hours a day using brightly
colored pencils in his coloring book. Why? So that he can make me
fancy designs. "Look," he'll say. "I made this for you."
"Beautiful. We're going to frame it!"
Although he doesn't remember that I have a spinal cord injury, he has
never once forgotten to extend his arm to help me when I have to walk.
And with only a few words remaining in his vocabulary, I hear, "I love
you," a dozen times a day. He still kisses real good.
When I dream, it's of a youthful, effervescent Bob, with piercing blue
eyes and wavy blonde hair. I see him digging for clams on a sun-swept
beach on a sparkling summer afternoon with the sky and the ocean a
cerulean blue. He's happily showing me his basket filled with clams
that we'll later steam for chowder. Those were the good days.
When I wake up, I pathetically hope for just one more glance of that
clam basket. I reach over and feel that my husband is next to me, thank
God. These are the good days.
My courageous beloved can no longer recognize anyone, nor can he
read, write, follow TV, or cook. Although he has won 27 blue ribbons
for his baked goods at the big Barnstable County Fair, he no longer
knows that the rounded utensil used to mix dough is called a spoon.
So we bake cookies together, sort of. I want him to feel useful, so after I
put one cup of raisins in the measuring cup, I ask him to pour that into
the batter. This is always followed by my applause and his proud
beaming smile over his grand accomplishment.
Until about a month ago, I didn't think I needed help. Support groups
(or any groups) have always turned me off. Then suddenly, I was overcome with a desperate need to connect with others like me. To not feel
so alone and lonesome.
I was frightened about speaking to the group. I predicted I'd just listen
and not say a word. (You know where this is going, don't you?) When I
was introduced, I started telling my story and didn't stop. With each
sentence, I could see all the others nodding in understanding. It was as
if the whole group was saying, "You're here, Saralee. You are safe."
My tears flowed unencumbered. Taking this step has made me feel like
I've opened the doors to my heart again. With my sweet husband near
me and my many supports all around me, I will no longer power on
alone.
Award-winning columnist, Saralee Perel, can be reached at
sperel@saraleeperel.com/
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As we are nearing the end of the
school year, I sit with a mixture of
emotions. We have had the pleasure of
watching many of these children grow
over the course of the past two years.
It never fails to amaze me how they
change and develop. However, what is
even more astounding is how my own life
as an adult grows and changes. You may
have heard the Scripture referenced
from Isaiah 11:6 which says, “And a little
child shall lead them.” I’m no theologian
and I realize this is out of context, but
there is so much applicable truth for
allowing our lives to follow the faith
examples of children.
The other day we were in a large
group at Circle Time. There were two
children sitting beside each other and
we were talking about the joy of having
Jesus live inside our heart. One student
appeared to be struggling a bit with the
whole concept of just how He gets in
there. The little boy sitting to her right
began to explain the Gospel in very
simplistic and accurate terminology. He
was so passionate and soft-spoken as he
shared that “Oh yes, you want Jesus to
live inside your heart! “ He was adamant
that she be aware that God was always
with you, His Holy Spirit would never
ever leave you, and He loved her so
much. Yes, I just sat and had the
privilege of taking it all in (well, while
doing crowd control with the other 14
little bodies in the room.) It still brings
tears to my eyes. Can you even
imagine? He wasn’t sharing Jesus out of
anger or judgment. Oh no! He just
emphatically knew that Jesus was the
best thing to ever happen and his friend
wasn’t going to want to miss out! He
wanted everything for her that she
could possibly have.

Wow! How can I not say I was led by a
child that day? I have referred to that
story and shared it so many times. Do I
carry that boldness? Am I willing to put
aside the fear of rejection from my peers
because I’m more concerned about their
eternal well being? Do I want them to know
beyond a shadow of a doubt that we have a
Father Who loves us so much He gave the
life of His one and only Son for us? And am
I willing to step out in faith and trust Him
that His Spirit is still here empowering and
equipping me for the things He has called
me to do? Oh yes, the children are leading
by example! Praise God, I want to be like
them! The faith of a child.
Have a wonderful summer! Our hallway
will be quiet and clean for a while but we’ll
be back in the fall to cover the church with
the sparkle and glitter that comes through
knowing we are loved by Jesus!
Serving Him with you,
Mrs. Gustafson
Below are a few pictures from our graduation
ceremony held Wednesday, May 18, 2022.

PAGE 8

THE JUNE/JULY IMMANUEL MESSENGER

African Radio Ministries—News
Dear Mission friends,
“Send me one hundred men skilled in your religion”
Kublai Khan wrote to the Pope in Rome 700 years ago. “If
they are convincing, I shall be baptized, and then all my
barons and great men and their subjects. And so there
will be more Christians here than in your parts.” But
Pope Gregory only sent two and neither of them made it
to Kublai Kahn. “That was the greatest missed opportunity in Christian history,” wrote David Barrett. The religions of Buddhism and Islam now reign in Central Asia.
How many Gospel opportunities have we missed? On
Good Friday evening a couple from our neighborhood
stopped by and Kathy invited them to come along with
us to the evening service. To our surprise they both
accepted and came with us that evening and to the joyful
service on Easter morning. If they had not stopped by
we would not have invited them and the opportunity
would have been missed. May God give us the vision
and courage to be intentional about using opportunities
to share the Good News with our neighbors and the
people of the Western Nuba Mountains.
A call to an opportunity lies before us now in the western parts of the Nuba Mountains in Southern Sudan. Two
reports from Christians tell us that the Western Nuba
people, though traditionally Muslim, are open to the
Gospel message and Christian education. They have
seen the positive changes among the Christians on the
Eastern side of the Nuba Mountains. At the same time,
they have doubts about Islam and are asking why Arab
brothers in the faith are bombing their villages and
people. Our contact in the area, Younan Bashir, will soon
travel to the newly captured area to find a suitable place
for the mission to begin work.
ARM is committed to following God’s lead to bring the
Good News via Christian education to the region’s
Muslim ethnic groups. It is an impossible task, but God
specializes in the impossible. He has already reconnected us with Younan Bashir and Commander Abdul Aziz
who have obtained permits and security clearances for
ARM to work in the region. Younan, however, is having
difficulty recruiting teachers who are willing to live and
work in the remote “newly liberated area.” Pray that
God will send servants of His choosing.
God uses Christian Education to grow His Church in
the US and many parts of the world. Linda Kurtz, ARM’s
Treasurer and Hope and Care’s director, just returned
from Liberia. She brought news about ARM’s radio work
and about their New Hope School in Gbanga where
there are now 260 students. 19 of them were baptized in
February. The Church has grown along side the school
from 12 to 200 members. Pray that God will work in the
hearts of the Western Nuba Mountain people to build His
school and Church there as well.
The April report from ARM Ethiopia is encouraging:
1. New listener house churches
4
2. Converts from prison listeners
32
3. Prisoners taking Bible instruction courses 225
Thank you for making a life-saving difference through
your support and prayers.
Serving our risen Savior,
John & Kathy and Missionary Linda Kurtz

March 2022
Dear Praying Friends,
The Monday Night English Bible Study that I began
a few months ago has re-geared and expanded. Now
five Taiwanese women gather: four Christians from
three different Lutheran churches, and one not-yetChristian. We are studying the book of Jude.
This past Monday, I drove two hours north to the China
Lutheran Seminary for a board meeting. I delivered a
box of hymnals to Dr. Paul, brought some books back
for Pastor Wu, and interpreted the meeting for
Regional Director Ferry.
Mary and Steve came to my house for dinner a couple
weeks ago. Mary’s feet and hands are still hurting; the
doctors say it’s a side-effect of the chemotherapy.
Please pray that when she completes chemo, that her
pain will disappear. Pray also that Mary and Steve will
comprehend their fallen nature, recognize their need
for Jesus’ salvation, and that they’ll turn to Jesus.
I have a new walking partner since my Chinese
teacher/friend, Priscilla, left for Indonesia to teach
English. Hayley’s daughter, Dawn, was an English
student of mine. Dawn went to England to study and
now has taken a job in England. Dawn recently
messaged me and said that her mom needed a friend
in Taiwan since she’s staying in England.
Hayley and I met for coffee and discovered we both
like to walk for exercise. So, we meet at the park and
walk for about an hour each morning. We have coffee
and more conversation a couple of times per month.
I’m praying for an opportunity to share the Good News
of Jesus with her.
My home service Sundays are all filled up. But I am
still available and would be delighted to speak at
LWML meetings, youth groups, VBS or other events. If
you would like me to do a presentation for your group,
please call/text me at 651-359-5107 (6 pm to 9 am
C.S.T.) or email me at barb.rebentisch@lcms.org so
that I can schedule a visit. I will give a report of what
you’ve enabled me to do and have more pictures and
stories to share, so I hope we can spend some time
together.
Thank you so very much for your partnership with me
in reaching the Chinese-speaking people of the world!
In Christ’s service,
Barb Rebentisch
Dear brothers and sisters at Immanuel: Thank you for
your prayers and financial support. I will be speaking
at Mission Central July 9th. Please introduce
yourselves if you see me there!
God’s Peace, Barb

JUNE 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Schleswig, Iowa

Fri

Sat

3

4

<——- GARAGE SALES ——->

6:30 Bible Study

1:30 p.m. LWML
Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Study-Hope
5 Pentecost

6

9 a.m. Worship w/
HC
10:15 SS & BC
11:30 Elders Meeting
6:30 p.m. Young
Adults Bible Study

12 Trinity Sunday
9 a.m. Worship
10:15 SS & BC
11:30 a.m. Board

7
Primary election
voting in
Fellowship Hall

8

9

6:30 Bible Study

9 a.m. Quilting

5 p.m.
Worship w/HC
10

6:30 p.m.
Study-Hope
5 p.m.
Worship w/HC

13

14 Flag Day

15
6:30 Bible Study

16

17

18

<—- LWML Convention @ Camp Okoboji —>
6:30 p.m.
Study-Hope

of Ed Meeting

12:30 p.m.

Schleswig Sharks
4-H Meeting

19 Father’s Day

11

5 p.m.
Worship w/HC
20

9 a.m. Worship
w/HC
10:15 SS & BC

21 First Day of
Summer

22

23

6:30 Bible Study

9 a.m. Quilting

24

25

6:30 p.m.
Study-Hope
5 p.m.
Worship w/HC

26

27

28

< IDW District Convention @ Camp Okoboji >
9 a.m. Worship
10:15 SS & BC

29

30

6:30 Bible Study

6:30 p.m.
Study-Hope

JULY 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Schleswig, Iowa

Fri

Sat

1

2

5 p.m.
Worship w/HC
3
9 a.m. Worship
w/HC
10:15 SS & BC

4 Independence
Day

5

Church offices
closed

6

7

6:30 Bible Study

1:30 p.m. LWML
Meeting

8

6:30 p.m.
Study-Hope

10
9 a.m. Worship
10:15 SS &
Voters’ Meeting

11

12

13

14

6:30 Bible Study

9 a.m. Quilting

5 p.m.
Worship w/HC

15

VBS Week July 10-14
Sunday: 6:00 pm—8:00 pm (no supper)
Monday-Thursday: 5:30 supper; VBS class 6:00 pm—8:00 pm

17

18

9 a.m. Worship
w/HC
10:15 SS & BC

19

Messenger
Deadline for
August issue

20

21

9

16

5 p.m.
Worship w/HC
22

23

1 p.m.
Volunteers to
OGT

5 p.m.
Worship w/HC
24
9 a.m. Worship
10:15 SS & BC
—————————

25

26

27

28

8:45 a.m.
Newsletter
Assemblage

9 a.m. Quilting

29

30

31

9 a.m. Worship
10:15 SS & BC

5 p.m.
Worship w/HC
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TO EVERYONE IN THE HOME OF:

THE IMMANUEL MESSENG ER

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CH URCH

501 Glad St. PO Box 27 Schleswig, Iowa 51461
Office: 712-676-2235
Saturday Worship at 5 p.m. w/HC
Sunday Worship at 9 a.m. HC on first & third Sundays
Sunday School and Bible Classes at 10:15 a.m.
+++++++++++++++++++++
E-mail: immansch@iowatelecom.net
or: markey@iowatelecom.net
Website: www.immanuelschleswig.com
“Like” us on Facebook
Pastor: Merle F. Mahnken—
Home Ph.: 712-676-2242 Cell Ph.: 712-269-6364
Assisting Pastor: Kurt Kaiser
Cell Ph.: 712-269-8452
Office: Amanda Bruhn and Valerie Teut
Preschool: Leslie Gustafson
Organist: Marlene Hight
Janitor: Jolene Whiteing
Snow Removal and Lawn Care:
Ryan Jepsen; 712-790-1603
Loren and Janice Jepsen

OUR MISSION
STATEMENT:
“Together in Christ,
we grow through the
Word and
Sacraments, serving
our Lord and
sharing His saving
grace with all
people.”

