
THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 1, 2026 

“The Turn of Grace” 
 

THE WELCOME 
 

THE OPENING HYMN #571  “God Loved the World So That He Gave”  

 

 

 
 

5 If you are sick, if death is near, 
This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 
That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 

6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To You, O blessèd Trinity, 
Be praise now and eternally! 

 

 

THE INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
  

(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.) 
  

 
 



 

 

 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
 we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

(The extinguishing of the Lenten candle.) 
 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 

THE INTROIT  Psalm 105:4-7; antiphon Psalm 105:8 (ESV) 
P: He remembers His covenant forever, 
C: the word that He commanded, for a thousand generations. 
P: Seek the Lord and His strength; 
C: seek His presence continually! 
P: Remember the wondrous works that He has done, 
C: His miracles, and the judgments He uttered, 
P: O offspring of Abraham, His servant, 
C: children of Jacob, His chosen ones! 
P: He is the Lord our God, 
C: His judgments are in all the earth. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

THE KYRIE  “Lord, Have Mercy”  (responses are sung)  (pages 152-153 in the hymnal) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P:   For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray  
 to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: (sung) And also with you. 



 

 

 

P: Let us pray. O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power 
defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that 
may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.            
(please be seated) 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING  Genesis 12:1-9 (ESV) 
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to 
the land that I will show you. And I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors 
you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as the 
LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed 
from Haran. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that 
they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land 
of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, Abram passed through the land to the place at 
Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. Then the LORD 
appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the 
LORD, who had appeared to him. From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and 
pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD 
and called upon the name of the LORD. And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.  
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE EPISTLE  Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 (ESV) 
What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? For if 
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what 
does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” Now 
to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. And to the one who does 
not work but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, just as 
David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 
“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; blessed is the 
man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” . . .  For the promise to Abraham and his offspring 
that he would be heir of the world did not come through the Law but through the righteousness of 
faith. For if it is the adherents of the Law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 
For the Law brings wrath, but where there is no Law there is no transgression. That is why it depends 
on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring – not only 
to the adherent of the Law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of 
us all, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations” – in the presence of the God in 
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

(please stand) 
 

 
 



 

 

 

THE VERSE  (sung)  (page 157 in the hymnal) 

 Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 3:1-17 (ESV) 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John the third chapter. 
C: (sung)  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to 
Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God, for no one 
can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to Him, “How 
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be 
born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' The wind blows where 
it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it 
is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to Him, “How can these things be?” Jesus 
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? Truly, 
truly, I say to you, We speak of what We know, and bear witness to what We have seen, but you do 
not receive Our testimony. If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 
believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except He who descended 
from heaven, the Son of Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son 
of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For 
God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through Him.” 
  

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C: (sung)  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

THE NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for 
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 
of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again 
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

(please be seated) 
 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 



 

 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY #565  “Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ” 

 

 

 
 

THE SERMON  “The Turn of Grace”  Text: Genesis 12:1-9 
 

THE PRESENTATION OF OUR OFFERINGS #612  “As Rebels, Lord”    

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990 

Tune: © 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990 
 

(please stand) 



 

 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
(Each petition concludes with the following response: “Let us pray to the Lord” “Lord have mercy.”) 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE PEACE  John 20:19 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

(please be seated)       
 

THE DISTRIBUTION HYMNS         

#634  “The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord”     

 

 

 
 

5 We dare not ask how this can be, 
But simply hold the mystery 
And trust this word where life begins: 
“Given and shed for all your sins.” 

 

6 They who this word do not believe 
This food unworthily receive, 
Salvation here will never find— 
May we this warning keep in mind! 

7 But blest is each believing guest 
Who in these promises finds rest; 
For Jesus shall in love remain 
With all who here His grace obtain. 

 

8 Help us sincerely to believe 
That we may worthily receive 
Your Supper and in You find rest. 
Amen! They who believe are blest. 

 



 

 

 

#437  “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”     

 

 

 
 
 

#702  “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 

 

 

 
 
 

(please stand) 



 

 

 

THE DISMISSAL  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 
 soul to life everlasting. Depart  in peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

THE POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING  
P: O God, in Your mercy You promised faithful Abraham that he would be the father of a 

great multitude and counted him righteous by faith. You sent Your own Son to accomplish 
this promise and establish a church for all nations and a people declared righteous in 
Christ. Grant that we who have received of Your goodness in this Holy Sacrament may live 
in holiness and faith all the days of our lives, until at last we are reunited with all of the 
heirs of Abraham in the glory of life everlasting; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, is one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE BENEDICTION  Numbers 6:24-26 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance on you and  give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

(please be seated)       
 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS           


