THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
March 8, 2026
“Living Water”

THE WELCOME
TI;IE OPENING HYMN #684 “Come Unto Me Ye Weary”
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I “Come un-to Me, ye wea - ry, And I will give you rest.
2 “Come un-to Me, ye wan - d'rers, And I will give you light.
3 “Come un-to Me, ye faint - ing, And I will give you life.”
4 “And who-so-ev-er com - eth, I will not cast him out.
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O  bless-ed voice of Je - sus, Which comes to hearts op-pressed!
O lov -ing voice of Je - sus, Which comes to cheer the night!
O cheer-ing voice of Je - sus, Which comes to aid our strife!
O pa-tient love of Je - sus, Which drives a - way our doubt,
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It tells of ben - e - dic - tion, Of par-don, grace, and peace,
Qur hearts were filled with sad - ness, And we had lost our way;
The foe is stern and ea - ger, The fight is fierce and long;
Which, though we be un-wor-thy Of Ilove so great and free,
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Of joy that hath no end - ing, Of love that can- not cease.
But Thou hast brought us glad - ness And songs at break of day.

But Thou hast made us might - y  And strong - er than the strong.
In - vites us ver -y sin - ners To come, dear Lord, to Thee!

(please stand)

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P: Inthe name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

(silent reflection and confession)
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P: O almighty God, merciful Father,

C: |, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which |
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death
of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.

(The extinguishing of the Lenten candle)

P: Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command
of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the &
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

THE KYRIE (page 186 in the hymnal)
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Lord, have mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.

THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT FOR THE DAY

P: Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have
gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith
to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen.

(please be seated)

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 17:1-7 (ESV)

All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages,
according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water
for the people to drink. Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to
drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” But
the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did
you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” So Moses
cried to the LORD, “What shall | do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me.” And
the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of
Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. Behold, | will stand
before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out
of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. And he



called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of
Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 95:1-11; antiphon: verse 6 (ESV)
P: Oh come, let us sing to the LORD;
C: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation!
P: Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise!

C: For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
P: In His hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are His also.
C: The sea is His, for He made it, and His hands formed the dry land.
P: Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
C: For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand.
P: Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,
as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, when your fathers put Me to the test
and put Me to the proof, though they had seen My work.
C: Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

THE EPISTLE Romans 5:1-11 (ESV)

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ. Through Him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we
stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings,
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. For while we were still weak, at the
right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though
perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die—but God shows His love for us in that
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by
His blood, much more shall we be saved by Him from the wrath of God. For if while we were
enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, now that we are
reconciled, shall we be saved by His life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

THE VERSE (sung) (page 157 in the hymnal)
Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love.



THE HOLY GOSPEL John 4:5-30, 39-42 (ESV)
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the fourth chapter.
C: (spoken) Glory to You, O Lord.

So [Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his
son Joseph. Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as He was from His journey, was sitting
beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus
said to her, “Give Me a drink.” (For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) The
Samaritan woman said to Him, “How is it that You, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of
Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the
gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and
He would have given you living water.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw
water with, and the well is deep. Where do You get that living water? Are You greater than our
father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.”
Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of
the water that | will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that | will give him will become
in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this
water, so that | will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” Jesus said to her, “Go,
call your husband, and come here.” The woman answered Him, “| have no husband.” Jesus said
to her, “You are right in saying, 'l have no husband'; for you have had five husbands, and the
one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” The woman said to Him,
“Sir, | perceive that You are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but You say that
in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe
Me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the
Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the
Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father
in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship Him. God is spirit, and those
who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah
is coming (He who is called Christ). When He comes, He will tell us all things.” Jesus said to
her, “l who speak to you am He.” Just then His disciples came back. They marveled that He was
talking to a woman, but no one said, “What do You seek?” or “Why are You talking with her?”
So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, “Come, see a
Man who told me all that | ever did. Can this be the Christ?” They went out of the town and were
coming to Him. . . . Many Samaritans from that town believed in Him because of the woman's
testimony, “He told me all that | ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to Him, they asked
Him to stay with them, and He stayed there two days. And many more believed because of His
word. They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we
have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: (spoken) Praise to You, O Christ.

(please stand)



THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

(please be seated)

THE MEMORY VERSE Holy Baptism—How can water do such great things?

From Luther's Small Catechism
Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water does these things,
along with the faith which trusts this word of God in the water. For without God’s word
the water is plain water and no Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that
is, a life-giving water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as
St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three: “He saved us through the washing of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ
our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having
the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.” (Titus 3:5-8)

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
THE HYMN OF THE DAY #435 “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”
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I Come to Cal-vry’s ho - ly moun-tain, Sin - ners, ru - ined
2 Come in pov - er - ty and mean - ness, Come de - filed, with -
3 Come In  sor - row and con - tri - tion, Wound-ed, im - po -
4 They that drink shall live for - ev - er; "Tis a soul - re -
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by the fall; Here a pure and heal - ing foun - tain
out, with - in; From in - fec - tion and un - clean - ness,
tent, and blind; Here the guilt -y, free re - mis - sion,
new - ing flood. God is faith-ful; God  will nev - er
e
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Flows for you, for me, for all, In a full, per -
From the lep - ro - sy of  sin, Wash  your robes and
Here the trou-bled, peace may find. Health  this  foun - tain
Break His cov - e - nant of blood, Signed when our Re -
lé e e
pet - ual tide, O - pened when our  Sav - ior died.
make them white;  Ye shall  walk with  God in light
will re - store;  They that drink shall thirst no more.

deem - er died, Sealed when He was glo - ri - fied.



THE SERMON ‘Living Water” Text: John 4:5-26

TI;)IE PRESENTATION OF OUR OFFERINGS #761 “Rock of Ages”
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I Rock of A -ges, cleft for me, Let me hide my - self in Thee;
2 Not the la-bors of my hands Can  ful - fill Thy Law’s de-mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand 1 bring; Sim - ply to Thy cross I cling.
4 While I draw this fleet - ing breath, When mine eye - lids close in death,
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Let the wa-ter and the blood, From Thy riv - en side which flowed,
Could my zeal no res - pite know, Could my tears for - ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to Thee for dress; Help-less, look to Thee for grace;
When 1 soar to worlds un-known, See Thee on Thy judg-ment throne,
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Be of sin the dou-ble cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r.
All  for sin could not a-tone; Thou must save, and Thou a - lone.
Foul, 1 to the foun-tain fly; Wash me, Sav-ior, or [ die.
Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, Let me hide my - self in Thee.

(please stand)

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
(Each petition concludes with the following response: “Lord, in Your mercy,” “hear our prayer.”)

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance on you and *¥ give you peace.
C: Amen.
(please be seated)



THE CLOSING HYMN #918 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”
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1 Guide me, O Thou great Re - deem-er, Pil - grim through this
20 - pen now the crys - tal foun-tain Whence the heal - ing
3 When 1 tread the verge of Jor - dan, Bid my  anx - ious
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bar - ren land. 1 am weak, but Thou art might - y;
stream doth flow; Let the fi - ery, cloud-y pil - lar
fears  sub - side; Death of death and hell’'s de - struc-tion,
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Hold me with Thy pow’r - ful  hand. Bread of heav - en,
Lead me all my jour - ney through. Strong de - liv - 'rer,
Land me safe on Ca - naan’s side. Songs of prais - es,
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bread of heav - en, Feed me till I want no
strong de - liv - ’rer, Be Thou still my strength and
songs of prais - es 1 will ev - er give to
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more; Feed me till I want no  more.
shield; Be Thou still my strength and shield.
Thee; | will ev - er give to  Thee.

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS



