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From Your Pastor
Do you want to be respected? Do you respect others? All others? Or are there some people that you
treat with contempt, that is, with a lack of respect?
Are there those you consider to be inferior, even
worthless? The late Jackie Robinson, the first AfricanAmerican baseball player to play in the major
leagues once said, “I’m not concerned with you liking
or disliking me . . . All I ask is that you respect me as
a human being.”
Everyone wants to be respected, but the sad truth
is that not even we as Christians consider our respect
of others as we should. We are often obsessed with
being respected, but we rarely consider our own obligation to respect others.
Respect is an obligation? Well, yes, it is part of living the life of love to which God calls us. We are commanded to respect our parents (Leviticus 19:3); the
elderly (Leviticus 19:32); God (Malachi 1:6); our
spouse (Ephesians 5:33); and, in fact, everyone:
“Show proper respect to everyone” (1 Peter 2:17).
All of us have a deep desire to be respected.
When this desire isn’t met, we are tempted to fall into
a self-defeating response. Rather than work to build
our own life so that respect is granted to us, we work
to tear down others in a desperate attempt to convince ourselves that their lack of respect is meaningless. That’s a pretty vicious cycle, isn’t it?
God has a solution, that if we will receive it, it will
revolutionize our relationships, our outlook on life,
and, most importantly, our relationship with God.
God’s solution is this: while many people fight to receive respect, Christians are called to focus on giving
respect. We are called to stretch ourselves, to find
out how we can learn to respect this person we find
so disagreeable. A judgmental attitude toward others
only puffs oneself up; love builds up (1 Cor. 8:1).
Having respect for others does not mean we
ignore their sinful behavior. Instead, having respect
means that we have compassion for sinners. All sin is
to be hated, but then we must deal with sin as we do
with sickness and disease—by showing ourselves
tender and compassionate to the sick and diseased.
Is this not how God has dealt with us in Christ? God
did not tell us to make ourselves respectable so that
He could find a reason to save us. God saved us out of

His great love for us in Christ. His love at work in
our lives transforms our lives.
Contempt is born when we focus on the weaknesses of others. Every one of us has points of
weakness. If you want to find weakness in others,
you will find it, without a doubt!
Jesus provides us a remedy that is really very
simple. He tells us to take the plank out of our own
eye before we try to remove the speck from our
neighbor’s eye (Mathew 7:3-5. If you and I are
thinking, “That other person has the plank,” then
we are just the people Jesus is talking to! Jesus
wants us to adopt a humble spirit and love as He
loved.
We are to become more and more Christ-like in
relationship to others. What attitude did Jesus have
toward those steeped in sin—those who were
viewed with contempt by society? He spent time
talking respectfully to the adulterous woman at the
well in Samaria. He went to eat at the home of the
despised tax collector named Zacchaeus. He
washed the feet of His own disciples who would not
take up that contemptible task usually left to household servants. In doing so, Jesus was always giving
Himself as Savior and bringing the love of God
which transforms the despicable into the
respectable so long as He is not rejected.
Giving respect is not a favor; it is an act of
maturity, which has its origins in us as we are
brought to the profound understanding of God’s
grace for us unworthy sinners. So we pray to Him
to help us to grow: “Lord God, through our Baptism
into Christ You have bound us together in a
common faith and life. Help us in the midst of our
struggles to confront one another without hatred or
bitterness and to work toward mutual respect;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.”*

Your fellow-servant for Christ,

Pastor Mahnken
*From Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing
House.
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March 1……………...…...Whitley Brown
March 2………………....Debbie Goettsch
Joan Nahnsen
March 3…………………...….Kayla Clark
March 4………………..Gerald Langholdt
March 7………………..Brandon Jacobson
Eugene Mitchell
Norma Schoenfeld
March 8…………….……Abby Macumber
Sarah Schmidt
Mikayla VandenBurg
March 9…………….……….….James Bral
Kayla Morgan
Dolly Swearingen
March 10…………….……...Nan Bornhoft
Colton Connelly
Todd Jepsen
Sarah Komer
March 11……………..….Roger Chisholm
Amber Haberberger
Gloria Schmidt
Peter Teut
March 12……….….Bonard Christiansen
Cori Kragel
Lucas Peters
Ashley Rosener
March 13……….……..……….Ingrid Finn
Barb Quandt
March 16……….………..….Devin Jepsen
William Whitenack
March 17……….………......Dylan Dimig
March 18……….……………..Roger Rothe
Wade Schultz
March 19……….………....Glenda Bryson
Rocky Ellerbeck
March 21……….……………….Angie Ellis
March 22……….……..……Bob Andresen
Wyatt Kragel
Bruce Paulsen
Glenn Wigg
March 24……….…….………Shelly Aldag
Kamden Bruhn
Jaci Kluender
Karin Schneider
March 25…….……..……Justin Andresen
Zach Bielenberg
Amy Hoffmeier
March 26…….…………Morgan Gierstorf
March 27…….…….…Shilby Henningsen
Lori Kline
March 28…….……………………Jarel Bral
Jestin Bral
Verdean Gierstorf
March 29…….……….…Timothy Riessen

Josh & Ashley Beeck .............................. March 4, 2005
Dr. D. L & Gloria Schmidt ....................... March 4, 1978
Terry & Nancy Kline .............................. March 6, 1970
Matthew & Karla Gross .......................... March 10, 2008
Roger & Mary Chisholm ......................... March 15, 1968
Ryan & Stacy Jepsen .............................. March 20, 1999
Pastor Merle & Chris Mahnken ............... March 22, 1986
Lodean & Sandra Voss ............................ March 22, 1968
Adam & Megan Nahnsen ........................ March 24, 2018
Grant & Janette Clausen ......................... March 26, 1988
Hugo & Cynthia Ernst............................. March 26, 1983
Mitchell & Rebecca Schwarz ................... March 26, 1977
Brad & Ingrid Finn ................................ March 27, 1998
Daryl & Barb Pedersen ........................... March 31, 1979
Please notify the office of any
omissions or corrections.



From the Church
Record Book
Deaths: “I am the Resurrection...”
Gary D. Meseck, age 74, died February
23, 2022, and inurnment will be at a later
date in the Morgan Township Cemetery,
Schleswig, Iowa.


If you’d like to donate a lily to beautify
our Easter cross, please call the church
office, at 676-2235.

Daylight Saving Time
begins on Sunday March 13. Remember
to set your clock to “spring forward”
before you go to bed Saturday night.

If you have Thrivent Choice Dollar$ to be designated,
remember March 31 is the deadline.
You can do this online, or if you need help, please call
Danielle at the Denison office, 712-263-6785.
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The Lenten Season will begin with
Ash Wednesday on March 2.
Our worship theme will be
Witnesses to Christ: People
From His Passion. John tells us
he wrote his Gospel account:
"so that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that by believing you
may have life in His name."
(John 20:30-31) Please make plans to join us!
At the time of publication supper serving opportunities are still open for March 9, March 23 and
April 6.
Witnesses to Christ:
People from His Passion
Lent Midweek Schedule
Wednesday Suppers at 5:45; Worship at 6:30
Ash Wednesday, March 2—"John the Baptist"
Pastor Mahnken

A 6-SESSION STUDY BY KELLY MINTER
Join Kelly Minter as she unpacks the biblical
foundation for these spiritual disciplines along with
approachable ways to practice disciplines like
prayer, study, worship, rest, simplicity, generosity,
celebration, and many more. Instead of being just
one more thing on your to-do list, you’ll find that
these habits of faith can actually create more
margin in your life-providing peach and rest as you
walk closer with Jesus.

Women’s Bible Study Begins
Wednesday, March 2nd.
We will gather from (7:15) to 8:30—right after our
midweek Lenten worship. This will be a combination Bible Study/video series. Everyone is asked to
contribute $5 for the study and $15 if you want the
study book which has extra at-home studies.
Contact Chris Mahnken or the Office if you want a
book.

March 9—"Peter"
Pastor Keinath, Zion
March 16—"Malchus"
Pastor Trunkhill, Our Savior
March 23—"Mary, Sister of Lazarus & Martha"
Pastor Kaiser
March 30—"Pilate"
Pastor Kluzek, St. John and Faith
April 6—"Barabbas"
Pastor Mahnken
Holy Week Schedule
April 14, 7 pm, Maundy Thursday
"Judas Iscariot"
April 15, 7 pm, Good Friday
"John, the Gospel Writer"
April 17, 6:30 & 9:30 am, Easter
"Mary Magdalene"
Easter Breakfast 7:45 - 8:45 am
Sunday School & Bible Class 8:30 am

Learn the Secret To a Healthy Marriage!
Sunday, March 13 we will begin a 5-week journey
with humor-filled and relatable video sessions, group
discussion, and intentional couple's connection.
Brought to you by FamilyLife, a leader in biblical
marriage content for more than 40 years, Vertical
Marriage will help us learn the secret to a healthy
marriage—if the vertical relationship with God is put
first, the horizontal relationship between spouses will
follow. No matter how many years you have been
married, the insights shared in Vertical Marriage can
make your marriage better!
Each session includes a group kickstarter to get
everyone engaged and a 25-minute video session full
of applicable truth, relatable stories, and laugh out
loud humor. The video sessions are expertly paired
with discussion prompts for participants and a special
Couple’s Connection project designed to be
completed onsite - so you can leave with NO HOMEWORK. You will find thoughtful and actionable
“Vertical moments” for deeper intimacy.
We will meet in our Fireside Room Sunday afternoons
beginning at 3 p.m. Babysitting will be provided, but
please contact us in advance. For more information,
please text or call Jessica Ogren at 712-369-9795.
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The End of Comfortable Christianity

By Matthew C. Harrison
The church is not, and never has been, a
country club — though in the last century, especially in North America, it might have been confused for one. There was a time you could conduct personal business after the voters’ meeting, unofficially govern the affairs of the city
from the church parking lot and use your Sunday morning bulletin to get a discount at the local buffet. Pastors could get a “clergyman’s discount” at retail stores. These were the halcyon,
“good ol’ days,” when being a member of a
Christian denomination was expected, normal,
even American.
Those days are gone. Thanks be to God.
As I write this, our good friends Bishop
Juhana Pohjola of the Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland (ELMDF) and Dr. Päivi
Räsänen, a member of the Finnish Parliament,
are on trial for charges of “hate speech” for
confessing what Scripture simply and clearly
teaches about God’s design for marriage and
the sinful nature of homosexuality. They made
the great “mistake” of quoting what the Bible
says in Romans 1 and other passages. Their trial
began on Jan. 24, the Feast of St. Timothy. It was
scheduled to conclude Feb. 14, the Feast of St.
Valentine. As the March issue of Reporter goes
to press, we are still awaiting a verdict.
Both Timothy and Valentine were martyrs,
killed for their confession of Christ. They were
witnesses to the Gospel by means of the shedding of their own blood. They never got clergyman’s discounts or tax benefits.
Jesus promised His apostles, “You will be
hated by all for my name’s sake” (Matt. 10:22).
He knew of the fate of His apostles when He sent
them out. He knew of the persecution that would
afflict His Christians for the first centuries of the
church.
Jesus knew the fate of Timothy and Valentine
even before He formed them in the womb. He
knew of His holy martyrs Justin, Perpetua, Felicitas, Polycarp, Cyprian, Robert Barnes and all
the others whom we commemorate throughout
the Church Year. If you don’t know the stories of
these saints, look them up.
Jesus also knew that Bishop Pohjola and MP
[Member of Parliament] Räsänen would stand
before the Finnish courts. And, while we do not
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know how their trial will be decided, He
does.
The rest of Jesus’ words to His apostles in
Matthew are telling: Behold, I am sending you
out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise
as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of
men, for they will deliver you over to courts
and flog you in their synagogues, and you will
be dragged before governors and kings for my
sake, to bear witness before them and the
Gentiles. When they deliver you over, do not
be anxious how you are to speak or what you
are to say, for what you are to say will be given
to you in that hour. For it is not you who speak,
but the Spirit of your Father speaking through
you. Brother will deliver brother over to death,
and the father his child, and children will rise
against parents and have them put to death,
and you will be hated by all for my name’s
sake. But the one who endures to the end will
be saved. (Matt. 10:16–22)
Christianity has never been comfortable.
When the church gets comfortable in the culture, her confession gets watered down. The
proclamation of the Law is diminished, and
the proclamation of the Gospel gets lost.
As goes Europe, so, soon, follows North
America. Canada already has “hate speech”
laws similar to Finland’s. Probably not in this
generation, but maybe in the next, Christians
in America will likely have to stand before
the courts like our Finnish brother and sister.
What will we say? We will confess, as our
friends in Finland have at every opportunity,
that all humans are precious and created in
the image of God, and that all of us are sinful
and in need of a Savior, Jesus.
We preach Christ crucified. The church is
cruciform (that is, cross-shaped). That’s not
comfortable. It never has been. But we have a
hope beyond the creature comforts of this
life. Jesus promised persecution. And He
promised resurrection.
Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two
sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of
them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all
numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of
more value than many sparrows.
(this article is continued on the next page)
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So everyone who acknowledges me before
men, I also will acknowledge before my Father
who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before
men, I also will deny before my Father who is in
heaven. (Matt. 10:28–33)
Jesus rose triumphant from the grave. He will
not abandon to the grave those who belong to
Him. He will raise His martyrs, His confessors,
His saints from all time and all places. Body and
soul will be back together. All the elect will be
gathered into His new heavens and new earth to
life in perfect bliss in the presence of the Triune
God and of one another.
This hope is what emboldened and encouraged the martyrs. It is what emboldens and encourages Bishop Pohjola and MP Räsänen. It will
be what emboldens and encourages us, our
children and our grandchildren when we face
persecution.
The era of comfortable, “country-club”
Christianity is over. I’m OK with that. It will
sharpen our confession of Christ crucified for
sinners. As the church faces increasing harassment in the West, harassment will soon turn to
persecution. It will fix our hopes on the certain
resurrection that awaits all the Lord’s church.
A decade ago, the official (once Lutheran)
Finnish church defrocked Bishop Pohjola. It
expelled his vibrant and growing congregation
from their building for refusing the state
church’s unbiblical practice of female pastors
and false teaching about marriage and sexuality. What happened to Pohjola’s congregation?
Did it die?
No. While it lost a beautiful building, it soon
rented a space from some Seventh Day Adventists. Now the ELMDF (the LCMS’ newest partner
church) has planted 40 congregations. When I
ask my friend, the bishop, how things are going,
he responds, “Every time they attack us, we
grow.”
Be bold. Be courageous. Nothing can diminish our hope. Nothing can daunt our confession.
The Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison is president of
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
Published in the March 2022 edition of
REPORTER, The Official Newspaper of
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
Reprinted by permission.

Worship for the Weary
by The Rev. Tim Pauls
I’m all for hearty praise,
good feelings and new insight
in worship, but if these are
lacking, it doesn’t mean the
service is a bust.
I offer the hypothetical of a
parishioner who is fighting
cancer. Given his illness and the withering
effects of chemotherapy, he’s low on energy of
all kinds. He feels no joy and dozes during the
sermon. But then he receives the Lord’s Supper,
and so he goes home confident that he remains
a forgiven child of God. For one near death,
there’s no better assurance.
Replace that hypothetical with the grieving
new widow or parents trying to teach small
children to sit still in the pew. For all sorts of
reasons, Christians are weary bunch. They’re
tempted or prevented from focusing in worship
as they should, but because of the Lord’s work
in His Word and Sacraments, they can still be
certain that He forgives them.
. . . God isn’t present because we feel Him.
He’s present because He says He’s in His means
of grace, whether we feel Him or not.
Remember the hypothetical cancer patient,
widow and young parents I mentioned before.
Because of their circumstances, all would likely
say their lives hadn’t changed because of
worship; they didn’t feel God’s presence, and
they derived little new insight. But all of them
could also say that they were certain that God
was present and that they were forgiven there.
It is certain because God says so, not because
they feel it. What comfort!
I remember a mother remarking, “With little
kids, I don’t hear much between the Invocation
and the Benediction, but thanks to the Supper, I
know I’ve received forgiveness.” God grant to
preachers sermons that are packed with
insightful Law and Gospel, and God grant to
churchgoers freedom from distractions and
thirst for the pure Word. But where matters are
less than ideal because of sin or circumstance,
God grant faith that acknowledges His presence
and grace anyway, according to His promises.
There’s no better comfort for the weary.
This article was reprinted from the
January 3, 2012 issue of The Lutheran Witness.
Used by permission.
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~ THE LWML INVITES
ALL LADIES ~
We had a great Valentine’s celebration
with decorated cookies and heart treats by Becky
and Cheryl. They then took cookie plates to
several of the members of Immanuel after the
meeting! Thanks Gals!
Donna Harm has volunteered to finish Cynthia
Ernst’s term as secretary for the remainder of
2022. Glenda was kind enough to take the
minutes for this meeting.
Coleen Bruhn, Donna Harm, Becky Hanlin and
Julie Petersen cleaned the kitchen in January
and we thank them so very much! Some new
items were added and two large blue enamel
roasters were moved out of the cupboards as they
have not been used in a very long time.
We are scheduled to serve the Lenten supper on
March 30.
The Prayer Service entitled, “Lord, Teach Me to
Pray” is March 1st at Bethlehem, Dow City.
Coffee is at 9:00 and service at 10:00. Hope many
of you will attend and bring a guest.
LWML is celebrating its 80th year and we hope to
do several events to commemorate by doing
things in 80’s. More details to follow.
The District LWML Convention is this June, but
the fiscal year ends March 31st. The Mite Goal for
the District is still short and we need to dig deep
and contribute because the incentive is going to be
such fun! Pastor Mahnken, Senior District LWML
Counselor has agreed to dye his hair purple for
convention if we meet the goal!
Portals of Prayer invoice for the quarter
increased around $60. Bill was paid and some
numbers of copies were adjusted for next quarter.
This is the Reader’s Digest version of the
minutes. Complete minutes are on file.
Glenda Bryson and Peggy Wunschel, Secretaries
Pro-tem

From Your library . . .
“Have we got a book for you!”

The Mountain Between Us
By Charles Martin
A few years ago, a movie entitled “The
Mountain Between Us” came to theaters
for viewing—I did not see it, but imagine my surprise to find the book in our
library.
“The Mountain Between Us” is a story
about two strangers who crash into an
unforgiving wilderness and must rely on
each other to survive. Gifted surgeon Dr.
Ben Payne is facing separation from his
wife and Ashley Knox is a young magazine writer on the way to her wedding.
When their plane crashes in a frigid and
remote mountain wilderness they are
plunged into a life-or-death situation. As
they heal from their physical injuries,
their conversations and dependence on
each other creates an extraordinary
bond. Check out this book and see how
religious faith plays out in this novel.
—Submitted by Karen Wood
++++++++++++++++++++++++
As You Spring Clean ...
Please consider donating any
unwanted items to our church
garage sale held in conjunction with Schleswig City-wide
Garage Sales the first weekend in June. The proceeds
help support our Mission projects. Items
can be brought to the church garage in
late May but we will be grateful for your
support!
~The Mission Board
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Can you guess our theme for the past
few weeks? America! The afternoon students spent three weeks in preparation for
Presidents’ Day studying what a president is
and does, the American flag, Presidents
Washington and Lincoln, the national bird,
and the White House. They enjoyed the
unit tremendously and it was great fun to
spur on their patriotism!
Today, one of the students was wearing
a baseball cap. We were about to say the
Pledge of Allegiance when he stuck it on his
head. I asked him to remove the hat while
we said the Pledge and then told him most
men and boys don’t wear their hats during
the Pledge or the National Anthem. He
asked (in all seriousness) why? What a wonderful impromptu conversation we got to
have about demonstrating respect to those
who serve to provide the freedom to learn
about Jesus. (I confess, I have no idea who
ever decided men shouldn’t wear hats inside.
However at that moment it did seem to be
applicable to our conversation).
The morning students have completed
their unit on what it means to be royalty.
It’s always a little interesting to explain
why they are princes and princesses because their Heavenly Father is the King of
Kings. It was a blessing that for the first
year no one tried to correct me that their
dad is not God. This week to celebrate the
arrival of March (in like a lion out like a
lamb) we will be jumping in with Daniel to
learn how God saved him from the lions in
the den.
Do you remember the part of the account in which God sent the angel to protect
Daniel in the den? Have you ever wondered
how often God sends His angels to protect
us in the same way? One reality I try to instill in the children is that God’s angels are
warriors. They work for Him and will help
to protect us. I wonder sometimes how
many are surrounding us and we are not
even aware? The afternoon students also
had angels in their lesson today. They have
begun a study about heaven. It was so interesting to hear their questions. One of

the pictures in our book had Gabriel and Michael
with their flaming swords. The children asked
if angels ever cut off bad guys' heads. I told
them God’s angels are good. You’d be surprised
at the questions that were coming up about
heaven and God’s angels. If you want to be
challenged in your faith, feel free to substitute
for me someday!
I share these overviews not only to give you
a glimpse of our studies but also to share the
joy of watching the children’s faith grow. I’m
already excited about tomorrow when we read
the book I Can Only Imagine. It comes with a
CD and the children get to listen to the music
while we flip the pages in the book. I mean really, we can only imagine what heaven looks like
as adults. I suspect the children may be closer
to understanding it than we are. It’s a great
place, filled with love, full of angels where God,
Jesus and the Holy Spirit live along with a whole
bunch of people and pets that we love! They’re
pretty sure they’ll be bouncing on clouds and
they know everyone is healthy. Oh, they get it!
Yep, here come the happy tears!
Your prayers would be appreciated as we approach a couple of very busy months. I absolutely LOVE the time leading up to Easter.
BEST. TIME. TO. BE. A. TEACHER! Please join
me at the throne as we ask God for open hearts
in both the children and their families. We
want everyone to know the incredible love God
has for us and walk with Him daily! We’ll also be
preparing for potentially singing in church, hosting a fundraiser, hosting a Grandparents’ Day,
hosting an Open House for next year’s students,
and attending one too many meetings (not that I
dislike meetings) before the school year concludes.
On a personal note, I’ll also be participating
in a couple of different book signings (which isn’t preschool related) but I’d really appreciate
your prayers. The book world is new to me. I
ask that you’ll join
me in praying that
God will orchestrate connections
and opportunities
to meet people
and share the
Gospel with boldness and grace.
For His glory,
Mrs. Gustafson
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“Last Requests”
The following is devotion by Pastor Ken
Klaus, Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran
Hour as published for the Daily Devotions
from Lutheran Hour Ministries on August 18,
2017. I shared this with you then, but it is
such a good message, I thought it worthy of
our focus again. Pastor Mahnken
John 14:19 - (Jesus said) "Yet a little while
and the world will see Me no more, but you
will see Me. Because I live, you also will live."
Emily Pomeranz, a resident of Cleveland
Heights, Ohio, was dying.
This was her second go-round with
pancreatic cancer, and there was no doubt
she was losing the battle. Her friends, including one by the name of Sam Klein,
would often stop by for a visit. More than
once these friends asked, "Is there anything
we can do? Anything we can get you?"
Well, Pomeranz put some thought into
her friend's requests to provide assistance.
She eventually came up with two items. So
the next time Klein asked what she needed,
she was able to say, "I'd like a Cleveland
Indian's hat." Klein thought a hat would be
no problem. The second thing on
Pomeranz's list was harder. She said, "I
want a Tommy's mocha milkshake."
I should tell you Tommy's Restaurant, the
restaurant from which this milkshake was to
come, was 400 miles away: a tough distance
for any milkshake to travel.
Well, Tommy Fello, the owner of the
restaurant was touched by, and started out
to fulfill, Pomeranz's request. The mercy
mission was assisted by a dry ice donation
from an ice cream company in Cleveland.
Fello made up his concoction, packed it,
and paid $123 for overnight shipping to
Pomeranz's room.
The mocha milkshake made it to the
hospital. Pomeranz enjoyed it and talked
about it for days.
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Now, my question to you is this: if you
were in Pomeranz's situation, and odds are
that someday we will be, what will be your
last request? It's quite possible the thought
of a mocha milkshake might be high on your
list—nothing wrong with that. And maybe
you would want a Chicago Bear's cap. That
would be okay, too.
But would there be anything of a spiritual
nature on your list of special requests?
Over the years, I have waited at the
deathbeds of some powerful saints. These
people were looking at life from a different
perspective than most. No longer did they
number their days in weeks and months.
They were in a final countdown, and their
Savior who had always been important had
become more so. These people knew that
when their doctors were helpless Jesus was
just beginning. And they were incredibly
grateful to their Redeemer for the
forgiveness He had won for them during His
life, His suffering, sacrificial death, and
glorious resurrection. Yes, they were
thankful to Him and desired to share Him
with those around them, which is why I've
seen their last wishes include:
1. talking to family members about their
faith, which had been neglected;
2. mending bridges with friendships that
had been washed
away; and,
3. planning a funeral service which would
bear witness to the Savior who had
blessed them.
Oh, there's one other thing I should share
about these folks and their last requests. To
a person, each of them knew that their "last
request" was really not their last. They let
everyone know that because Jesus lives,
they would continue to live also.
THE PRAYER: Dear Lord, there is a time
when I must say my earthly farewells. Grant
that I do so bearing witness to You who has
done what was necessary so these won't be
my final goodbyes. In Jesus' Name. Amen.
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Sunday School Pizza and Bowling Party
The pictures below were taken the afternoon of
February 27 as our Sunday School children and their
families enjoyed an afternoon of bowling at Lucky
Lanes in Denison. They started out the event with a
pizza lunch following Sunday school (everyone was
too busy eating to get any pictures) and then they
met at the bowling alley from 1:00-3:00 p.m. for a fun
afternoon. Experience ranged from rookie level to
pros that brought their own balls but everyone had a
great time and look forward to doing this again!

REGISTRATION IS OPEN ~ campokoboji.org
The camp auxiliary will be giving away six full
week scholarships for Cub Week, Jr. High
Week or Youth Week. Children can apply by
completing the application form and returning
it to camp by April 18, 2022.
The recipients of the scholarships will be
chosen by the auxiliary at their April 22nd
meeting and will be notified the following
week. Forms are available in the church office.
++++++++++++++++
Packing at the Orphan Grain Train
On Saturday, February 26 a few of us went to
Ida Grove to help sort and pack items at the
Orphan Grain Train. As you can see in the
pictures, they are overflowing with donations!
Please join us Tuesday, March 8th and
Tuesday, March 22nd from 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Contact Peggy Wunschel 712-369-1255 for
more information.
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Some News from Vance & Linda Becker in Kenya
(Pastor Becker teaches at the Seminary there)
We started a new semester on January 24. Vance
is teaching several classes he has taught before.
Some of these classes are larger. Please pray for us,
praising God for the working of His word, thanking
Him for students with open hearts and minds, and asking Him to make all of us effective teachers and
preachers of the gospel.
This past Christmas, people may have gotten various kinds of gifts. Some, like clothing or jewelry are
for the receiver herself to use and are intended to
make her look good. Others, like food or artwork, can
be kept to oneself or shared with others so they can
enjoy them also. Some gifts, like many games, are
worthless unless they are enjoyed along with others.
Paul, in his first letter to the Corinthians, includes a
long discussion of spiritual gifts. One thing that was
apparently not understood about them seems to be
related to another problem of boasting about who was
greatest. Paul answers that all of the gifts are for the
purpose of benefiting, not ourselves, but others. They
are for use in serving the whole church. If they are not
used in a loving way that benefits others, they are
worthless. It is fitting that spiritual gifts are for use in
serving others since they are given to us only because
of Jesus who, even though he was greater than anyone, humbled himself in order to serve each of us. He
used all of his abilities to make sure that he suffered
and died for us on the cross so that we can be forgiven and receive the most precious gifts of eternal life
with him. Please pray for us, praising God for choosing to give each of us gifts as He does, thanking Him
for those who use their gifts to serve us and asking
Him to help us all to have abilities, opportunities, and
the desire to serve in ways that build up the church.
Culture Contrasts One of the biggest differences
between the culture here and what we have been
used to is attitude about time. In the U.S. and much of
western culture, people are very conscious about
time. They expect things to start and end on time.
Even those who are always late (we know who we are)
are self-conscious about it. People here are less time
conscious. (Who knew Vance was always an African!)
Punctuality tends to be a literally a foreign idea, even
though leaders of events are often urging people to
“keep time.” At the starting time for something, such
as worship, is when people will soon start sifting in
gradually. We have heard that if something is scheduled to start at a certain time it means that is when you
stop what you are doing and start getting ready to go
to that event. Part of the reason may be the unpredictable challenge of knowing how long it will take to get
somewhere because you don’t know what could happen. In western culture, being late can be considered
disrespectful to the people waiting for you. Here, being in a hurry to leave is disrespectful to the people
you are with.

Hola/Hello to everybody! Like always, it is great to
write to you about the blessings we are receiving here
in our Hispanic Ministry around our beloved district.
We continue to have our new schedule for worship
services in Denison. On Wednesdays, we meet from
10:30 am to 11:30 am and Sundays from 2:30 pm to 5:00
pm with fellowship time.
At Storm Lake, we meet every Wednesday from 5:00
pm to 7:30 pm with fellowship time and on Sundays
from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm with Bible study after the
worship service. We have a family of 7 taking the confirmation class. It is a blessing to have Cristina show up
with all her kids coming to hear and learn about our
Savior Jesus.
Our efforts in Carroll County continue. We have developed several points of contact and are having informal doctrine talks with several new friends and hoping
to start meeting in an international Bible study.
In Denison, we celebrated the presentation of our
Lord Jesus with great Mexican food like tamales and
atole de maiz. It was a great time together with our
families. I love the opportunities to enjoy fellowship
with my new spiritual family here in Iowa.
I have been blessed to meet many pastors as I’m
able to attend two different Circuit Winkels that include the counties of Buena Vista, Crawford, Carroll,
and Shelby. I have also met with Pastors of other Circuits that are highly interested in knowing more in how
to reach out to the always growing Hispanic community.
I was privileged to participate in the “Pastors Day
on the Hill,” an event at which I was able to meet several Speakers and Pastors at a prolife conference. We
went to the Capitol in Des Moines and met our Governor, several Senators, Congressmen, and Congresswomen. It was a great opportunity to pray for them and
remind them to keep on defending the unborn and our
Christian values.
Again, I want to thank all of those congregations,
organizations, and individuals that have donated their
money, time, and prayers for the success of our Hispanic Ministry.
Please be ready in the next few months, as we will
be asking for donations of goods to have our yearly
rummage sale. This year we will use these funds for
our yearly outing to Camp Okoboji in August. We are
thinking that the donations will be collected near the
end of May. We will keep you informed.
We ask that you please keep us in your prayers as
we continue to be your speakers among our Hispanic
people, your brothers and sisters in Christ.
Bendiciones. ~Rev. Pedro Lopez
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Sun

Mon

Tue

7:30 am-12:30 pm
Legion/VFW
breakfast

7
Preschool

9 a.m. Worship w/HC
10:15 SS & BC

2 Ash Wednesday

3

Preschool

6:30 Bible Study
8:45 Report assemblage
p.m. Preschool
Confirmation
5:45 Lenten supper
6:30 Ash Wednesday Worship w/HC
7:30 Ladies Bible
Study

Preschool

9
6:30 Bible Study
p.m. Preschool
Confirmation

10

8
Preschool
8 a.m. Pastors
Conference in Ute
1:00-4:00 p.m.
Volunteers to OGT

11 am Benefit for Pr.
Johnson, Manilla

6:00 p.m. Crossroads Fundraiser
at Stables

5:30 Young Adult
Bible Study

13 Daylight

14

15

9 a.m. Worship
10:15 SS & BC

Preschool

Preschool

1 p.m.
Schleswig
Sharks 4-H

1:00-4:30 pm
Bloodmobile at
Community
Building

Savings Time Begins

11:30 Board of Ed

Messenger
Deadline for
April issue

3:00 Marriage Study
5:30 Young Adult
Bible Study

21

Relay for Life
breakfast

No Preschool

9 a.m. Worship
w/HC
10:15 SS & BC

9 a.m. Worship
10:15 SS & BC
3:00 Marriage Study
6:00 p.m. Sunday
School Teacher
Appreciation Supper

4

5
11:15 a.m.
Serve at Gospel
Mission

1:30 LWML

4 p.m.
Worship w/HC
11

22
Preschool
1:00-4:00 pm
Volunteers to OGT

9 a.m. Quilting
Study-Hope
10 am & 6:30 pm

17 St. Patrick’s Day

3:15-5:15 pm
Confirmation (5th-6th)

Study-Hope
10 am & 6:30 pm

4 p.m.
Worship w/HC

18

5 p.m.
Worship w/HC
24

3:15-5:15 pm
Confirmation (5th-6th)

9 a.m. Quilting

25

Study-Hope
10 am & 6:30 pm

28

29

30

31

Preschool

Preschool

5 p.m.
Worship w/HC

7:15-8:15 pm
Confirmation (7th-8th)

7:15-8:15 pm
Confirmation (7th-8th)

26

Preschool

2 pm
Duane Goode
Commons
Dedication at
Schleswig School

5:45 Lenten supper
6:30 Lenten Worship
7:15 Ladies Bible
Study

19

Preschool

23
6:30 Bible Study
p.m. Preschool

6:30 Bible Study
p.m. Preschool
8:45 Newsletter
assemblage
3:15-5:15 pm
Confirmation (5th-6th)

12

Preschool

16
6:30 Bible Study
p.m. Preschool

5:45 Lenten supper
6:30 Lenten Worship
7:15 Ladies Bible
Study

Sat

Study-Hope
10 am & 6:30 pm

5:45 Lenten supper
6:30 Lenten Worship
7:15 Ladies Bible
Study

3:00 Marriage Study
5:30 Young Adult
Bible Study

27
Preschool
Fundraiser (TBD)

5:45 Lenten supper
6:30 Lenten Worship
7:15 Ladies Bible
Study

Fri

7:15-8:15 pm
Confirmation (7th-8th)

20 First Day of
Spring

Thu

1

9 a.m. LWML
prayer service,
at Bethlehem,
Dow City

6

Wed

Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Schleswig, Iowa

Preschool
Study-Hope
10 am & 6:30 pm

Preschool:

Mon., Tues., Thurs. 8 a.m.—
3 p.m.
Wed. 11:45 a.m.—3 p.m.

Confirmation: Wednesday
3:30-5:15 p.m.
(Time changes on March 16
due to Jr. High track.)
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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CH URCH

501 Glad St. PO Box 27 Schleswig, Iowa 51461
Office: 712-676-2235
Saturday Worship at 4 p.m. w/HC;
changing to 5 p.m. on March 19
Sunday Worship at 9 a.m. HC on first & third Sundays
Sunday School and Bible Classes at 10:15 a.m.
+++++++++++++++++++++
E-mail: immansch@iowatelecom.net
or: markey@iowatelecom.net
Website: www.immanuelschleswig.com
“Like” us on Facebook
Pastor: Merle F. Mahnken—
Home Ph.: 712-676-2242 Cell Ph.: 712-269-6364
Assisting Pastor: Kurt Kaiser
Cell Ph.: 712-269-8452
Office: Amanda Bruhn and Valerie Teut
Preschool: Leslie Gustafson
Organist: Marlene Hight
Janitor: Jolene Whiteing
Snow Removal and Lawn Care:
Ryan Jepsen; 712-790-1603
Loren and Janice Jepsen

OUR MISSION
STATEMENT:
“Together in Christ,
we grow through the
Word and
Sacraments, serving
our Lord and
sharing His saving
grace with all
people.”

