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From Your Pastor
In this article I hope to encourage you to pray!
I have been blessed by some recent guidance from
Lutheran Hour Ministries. Their website provides a
short teaching module entitled “5 Ways to Pray With
Your Child.” The principles are surely for children of
all ages—for all of us who pray, “Our Father . . . .”
One of the ways for a richer prayer life is to pray
words from Scripture. You can know you are praying
God’s will when you pray in this way. To pray in this
way just choose a small Bible text, maybe just a
verse, and simply replace the pronouns with the
name of the person for whom you are praying. Or
insert “I” and “Me” if you are praying for yourself.
Following are a couple of examples of praying
Scripturally for someone else. “Show Caleb Your
ways, O Lord, teach Caleb Your paths; guide Caleb in
Your truth and teach him for You are God, his Savior,
and his hope is in You all day long” (Adapted from
Psalm 25:4-5). “Lord, teach Ava to trust in You with all
her heart, so that she does not lean on her own understanding. In all her ways teach her to acknowledge
You, and make straight her paths” (Adapted from
Proverbs 3:5-6).
Here are a couple of examples of how you can use
Scripture to pray for yourself, “Lord, teach me to love
You with all my heart, with all my soul, with all my
mind, and with all my strength. And teach me and
show me how to practically love my neighbor as myself” (Adapted from Mark 12:30-31). “Heavenly
Father, strengthen my faith in Your promises, so that I
do not become anxious about anything, but in everything, lead me to make my requests known to You by
prayer and supplication. Remind me to give thanks
for Your goodness, and keep me in Your amazing
peace and so guard my heart and my mind by faith in
Christ Jesus, my Savior” (Adapted from Phil. 4:4-7).
I am writing this on Monday, April 25. The Portals
of Prayer devotion for today focuses on Ephesians
4:29, “Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths,
but only such as is good for building up, as fits the
occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.”
We can take this verse and pray it like this: “Lord,
guide my heart and mind so that bad and improper
words do not come out of my mouth. Rather, give me
words that will be helpful to others and direct them to

Your loving kindness. Amen.” So, you see, you can
take any verse that God puts in front of you and use
it in prayer.
I hope you also realize that many of the Psalms
are prayers. Those that are prayed in the first
person, you can just put yourself into the “I” or
“me.” Here are some examples: “Have mercy on
me, O God, according to Your steadfast love;
according to Your abundant mercy blot out my
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my
iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!” (Ps. 51:1-2).
“Teach me Your way, O LORD, that I may walk in
Your truth; unite my heart to fear Your name. I give
thanks to You, O Lord my God, with my whole
heart, and I will glorify Your name forever. For
great is Your steadfast love toward me” (Psalm
86:11-13). “Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful
to me, for in You my soul takes refuge; in the shadow of Your wings I will take refuge, till the storms
of destruction pass by. I cry out to God Most High,
to God who fulfills His purpose for me” (Ps. 57:1-2).
The Lutheran Hour study also provides the
prayer example known as “Finish the Sentence.”
It’s a good way to teach children to pray, but it’s
also a good exercise for all ages. So, here you go—
finish these sentences: “God, I love you because ....” “God, I need ....” “Thank You, God,
for ....” and “God help me ....”
The study then—by click of a mouse—provides
these completions for “God, I need ...”: “... more
patience with my little brother.” “… more selfcontrol when I’m angry.” “... to be a better friend.”
“... to sleep tonight with good dreams.” This child
of God can regularly adapt and pray all of those
prayers! How about you?
This study and many others are available at
http s://www.lhm learn.org /learne r/co urse s
They are free. Some take only 15 minutes, others 30
mintues, still others up to 2 hours. Other topics
include: Compassionate Care Through the Cancer
Journey; Crying Out to God; and, 5 Ways to Engage
Scripture with Your Child. “O Lord bless us through
our study and our prayers! Amen.”

Pastor Mahnken
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May 1………………….……...…Barb Ernst
Ryan Morgan
May 3……………………..Brittany Rogers
Linda Schmidt
May 4……………………….……Jason Voss
May 5………….……….……Karsen Bruhn
Nathan Teut
May 6…………………...….Gaylord Boeck
May 7..……………………….Destry Beeck
Jolene Streck
May 9………….……………...Josie Schultz
May 10………….…………..…..Vern Wood
May 11……………...…..Ashley Hennings
Keith Petersen
Christina Riessen
Delores Schultz
May 12…..…..……...Theodore Cruz (1st)
May 14…….………………….Cathy Bubke
May 15…….……………….Tanner Schultz
May 16……..…………….Kayla Hennings
May 17…………...…………….….Eli Rohlf
May 18…………….……….Damon Schultz
May 19……………….………...Tim Bubke
Brad Detlefsen
Jennifer Doxsey
May 20………………….Mitchell Schwarz
May 21………………...…….....James Hill
Jamie Jepsen
Brandon Meseck
May 22………………………….Kay Wilken
May 24…………………….….Austin Aldag
May 25…..…………………….Mark Beeck
Mike Beeck
Brandon Wigg
May 26……………………...Austin Korner
Ian Weber
May 27…….…………….Melanie Hargens
Abigail Schmidt
May 28…….…………………...Kara Harm
Kelsi Jepsen
May 29…….……………….Jaden Petersen
Jenna Rosener
May 30….……………....Jac Friedrichsen
Gene Haberberger
May 31…….………………….Stacy Jepsen
Sarah Vandevanter





Jerod & Kim Petersen...............................
Dave & Jac Friedrichsen (50th) ...................
Doug & Christi Fredericks ........................
Zachary & Rebecca Rohlf..........................
Stephen & Sarah Komer ............................
Trevis & Laura Beeck...............................
DeWayne & Denice Schultz (50th)................

May 9, 1992
May 13, 1972
May 16, 1996
May 22, 2010
May 25, 2019
May 26, 1990
May 29, 1972

Please notify the office of any
omissions or corrections.



From the Church
Record Book
Baptized: “Let the little children come unto Me….”
Peyton Kala Hanke, born June 22, 2021, daughter of Josh
and Ashley Hanke, was baptized on April 10, 2022.

Youth Confirmation: “You are Mine…”
April 24, 2022
Linkin Joshua Beeck
McKinzie Mae Hargens
Lylian Rose Morgan
Blaze Michael Palmer
Brock Mattias Schneider
Tyson Layne Stoppel

Adult Confirmation: “Welcome in the name of the Lord...”
April 10, 2022
Francisco Cruz
Taylor Teut
Brian Zavitz

Affirmation of Faith: “Welcome in the name of the Lord...”
April 10, 2022
Nakia Zavitz
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Immanuel’s 2022 Confirmation Class
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SPECIAL ASCENSION SERVICE
At Mission Central on
May 26, 2022.
3:00 p.m. Bible Study
5:00 p.m. Meal
6:30 p.m. Worship

Front row (l-r): Lylian Morgan, McKinzie Hargens,
Blaze Palmer, Pastor Mahnken.
Back row (l-r): Linkin Beeck, Brock Schneider,
Tyson Stoppel.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Immanuel’s 2022 High School
graduates will be honored at a
reception on Sunday, May 1 following
9 a.m. worship. Everyone is invited to
enjoy donuts, rolls and juice and greet our
graduates; Bobbi Jepsen and Jordan Richardson.

ALL HANDS ON DECK!

The LWML will be assembling
sub sandwiches on Friday, May 6
at 1:30 p.m. They sold over 1,000
sandwiches and would appreciate any help
they can receive with making them!
“Many hands make light work.”

Vacation Bible School is Coming!
Sessions for children that just completed
Preschool-6th Grade

Sunday-Thursday
July 10-14
5:30 p.m. Supper
6:00-8:00 p.m. VBS
Time to Get to the Root of Things!
As Christians, we are called to love, patience, faithfulness, and other fruits of the spirit. But fruits come
from trees, right? Embracing the Christian life means
turning to Christ, our Tree of Life.

What a JOY and blessing to have the privilege of
having Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer as our guest speaker
for the Ascension Worship Service at Mission
Central on May 26th, 2022! A wonderful meal will be
provided at no cost, and then Rev. Meyer will have a
very, very special message for everyone. Dr. Meyer
is an excellent speaker, and is known around the
world for his time as speaker for the Lutheran Hour
and was President of Concordia Seminary in
St. Louis, Missouri for many years. Rev. Meyer will
also be providing a special TWO HOUR SPECIAL
BIBLE CLASS AT MISSION CENTRAL BEFORE THE
MEAL, AND THAT WILL BEGIN AT 3:00PM. Please
mark your calendar for these special events at the
world famous Mission Central just 2 miles east of
Mapleton, Iowa. It will change your life and it’s a
once in a lifetime opportunity to hear this amazing
man of God!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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~ THE LWML INVITES
ALL LADIES ~
Our April meeting found us hanging
onto our “Easter bonnets” due to the wind. Once
inside we enjoyed an afternoon of Christian
fellowship. We were pleased to welcome Marlene
Lee as a new member.
Pastor Mahnken led us in a very fitting Bible
study “Balancing Life’s Challenges” assuring us
that Jesus will be with us as we face life’s
struggles.
The information for the Spring Rally at Zion on
April 21 was shared by Peggy. We also discussed
the IDW convention at Camp Okoboji in June.
The project committee has been busy. The sub
sandwich sale is already in progress. Also, Easter
cards were purchased to be sent to area shut-ins
and residents of the various care facilities. These
were signed by all the members present. Another
project approved was presenting gifts to our
Immanuel preschool graduates in May.
Peggy reported on the Orphan Grain Train. It
was exciting to hear that a truck had been loaded
and is heading for Lithuania.
Carol gave a report from the quilters. She reported that they have made generous donations to
Mission Central, Under the Son daycare, Orphan
Grain Train and Dennis Bartel’s church for their
ongoing mission work in Florida.
Coleen read a Thank You note from Mindi Baker,
Eventide administrator, for treats we provided
for the residents move to their new home at
Gracewell.
We finished our afternoon by enjoying bowls of
yummy Easter colored scoops of ice cream
provided by Glenda and Loretta.
Donna Harm, Secretary

From Your library . . .
“Have we got a book for you!”

To Everything a Season
By Lauraine Snelling
Song of Blessing is a trilogy series by
Lauraine Snelling. There are three books that
tell about the Hastings family, especially
about Miriam. The first book is entitled “To
Everything a Season.”
Miriam wants to become a nurse. Her
family lives in Chicago where she grew up
and attended school and nursing training. At
the present time, she is at a year-long training at the Blessing Hospital in Blessing N.D.
She gets a call to return to Chicago where
her mother is very ill. She has younger
brothers and sisters. She pleads with her
nursing supervisor to stay in Chicago and
finish her training but she is told she has to
return to Blessing.
After her mother has passed and she gets
her family settled she returns to Blessing.
She has met a young man, Trygve Knutson,
who worked at building windmills and farming. Now he’s building a house and hopes she
will share it with him.
A very family-oriented series, I’m sure
you will enjoy.
—Submitted by Carol Neddermeyer

Palm Sunday was observed
on April 10, 2022 with the
Sunday school welcoming
Jesus with palm branches.
They then had an Easter
egg hunt outside.
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Immanuel Lutheran Church
Voter’s Meeting Minutes
April 10, 2022

The meeting was called to order by Harry Riessen. 33
voting members were in attendance.
I. Opening Devotion and Prayer
Led by Pastor Mahnken
II. Reading/Approval of Minutes and Agenda
Both were approved as presented to the voters.
III. Reports of Officers and Boards
A. Elders (Curtis Korner)
Curtis welcomed Derick Bruhn and Eric
Schneider as Elders and thanked Jason Schultz
and Craig Harm for their service. We are keeping Zion Lutheran Church in our prayers as they
work through some tough decisions.
B. Trustees (Ryan Ernst)
Three bids were presented to the voters to
consider.
One was from Andrew Tuckpointing, one from
B&B Masonry, and the third from Iowa Tuckpointing. Each bid was discussed and there was
a bit of deliberation about which direction to
head.
No action was taken at this point in the meeting.
C. Treasurer/Stewardship/Finance (Larry Abbe)
Giving for 2022 was at 23.56%. Expenses are
at 21.77%. At present, there is a positive
balance of $5,078.75
D. Education/Youth (Kris Schultz)
A planning meeting was held on January 9. A
second planning meeting was held on March 13.
At this meeting a discussion was held on
upcoming Sunday School events such as Palm
Sunday singing and Easter egg hunt for kids.
Bible Studies continue for regular Sunday
School, Wednesday morning group, the grief
study group, and a young adult group. The Vertical Marriage study will conclude on April 10.
There are 6 confirmands this year. Questioning
will be April 20 with 7th graders serving cake
and ice cream afterwards. Prayer team dinner
was scheduled for April 6. There are 2 high
school graduates this year. There will be a
reception for them on May 1.
A Teacher appreciation meal for our teachers
was held on March 27. Approximately 25 people
were served and Pastor Mahnken presented
some funny videos for entertainment. The youth
have been busy with visits to the Orphan Grain
Train, Gospel Mission and hockey game in
Sioux City, as well as helping at Mercy Meals.
The next meeting is scheduled for June 12.
E. Preschool (Jessica Ogren)
Thanks for the support of the Preschool fundraiser. Grandparents Day will be held on April
12. April 28 there will be an open house and
registration for next fall.
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F. Mission/Fellowship (Judy Gierstorf)
A soup dinner was held on March 13. Four
different types of soup, a variety of sandwiches, and cookies were served. IT WAS TRULY
A TEAM EFFORT! $2,667 was raised with
some expenses still outstanding. The annual
garage sale will be held on June 2,3 and 4.
G. Memorial Committee (Lodean Voss)
The following accounts were closed out:
Marlene Fredericks, Fred Bachman, Cole
Schneider, Elfie Riessen, and Donna Meeves.
H. Pastor’s Report (Pastor Mahnken)
This can be found elsewhere in the
Messenger.
Pastor Mahnken reissued his plea for those in
attenance to pray 3 times daily for the youth
of our society as they struggle with spirituality
and all of the challenges and temptations they
face in these times. In addition, pray for the
congregation that they would put their trust in
our Lord for guidance.
IV. Old Business
A. Bell Tower Tuckpointing
Larry Abbe moved, Don Wunschel seconded
and the voters unanimously approved that
the Board of Trustees be empowered to
make a final decision on which tuckpointer to
proceed with using the parameters of cost,
quality of work, and description of services to
complete.
V. New Business
A. Secretary Wage Review
After 6 months, a performance review on
Amanda Bruhn was done. It was moved by
Leroy Hight, seconded by Ryan Ernst, and
unanimously approved by the voters to increase Amanda’s hourly wage from $12.00/
hr to $12.50/hr.
B. Request for Home Mission Funds to Be
Used to Offset LWML Convention
Expenses
Motion was made by Loren Jepsen to subsidize those wishing to attend the convention.
The motion was seconded by Curtis Korner,
and was approved unanimously by the voters.
VI. Adjourn With Prayer: Led by Pastor Mahnken
Submitted by Craig Bogatzke, Secretary

“Everyone should be eager to advance the
teaching and study of the Word for his own
salvation and the glory of God.” Martin Luther
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Pastor Mahnken’s Report
Voters’ Meeting--April 10, 2022
We began 2022 with 597 baptized members
and 490 communicant members. Today we received three new communicant members by
adult confirmation and one by reaffirmation of
faith. We have had one baptism, and we have
had one member die: Gary Meseck. We now
have 601 baptized members on the books; and
now have 493 communicant members on the
books.
Two more adults have recently begun lessons
leading to membership. I hope we are done by
early June.
So far our average worship attendance in
2022 has been 140.8. That is not figuring in our
lowest total of 87, nor the exceptionally large
attendance of 212 we had the day the preschoolers sang and they had many family members
with us. The large majority of those are not members, but we are glad they were with us. We are
not yet back to our average Sunday attendance
we had before Covid. Please keep encouraging
one another to join together in worship and the
faithful reception of the Lord’s Supper.
Our Lent midweek service attendance average was 87, which was the highest it has been in
seven years. We had a different schedule this
year with supper first and our service time was
later—at 6:30. Please let us know if you liked that
schedule or if we should modify it.
Our Thursday offerings of Hope When Your
Heart Breaks still have room for more participants
and we have books. This is a study in which it
would be easy to join at any time. Pastor Kaiser
has a session at 9:30 a.m. and I have a session at
6:30 p.m. Very soon our Sunday Adult Bible
Class will conclude its study of the letters of John.
I am leaning toward a study of the Letter to the
Hebrews, but let me know if there is some other
topic you would like us to pursue. Our Wednesday a.m. study continues in Matthew. We invite
everyone to join us in Bible Study.
Our pictorial directory continues to be a frustration. The company representative said he was
going to send us a design booklet, but we never
received it. We contacted him, but he said he
didn’t receive our message. He said he was
going to send another design booklet. Again we
did not receive it. He replied he send another
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book this past week by certified mail and we
should get it tomorrow. Maybe we can get to it
after Easter.
Our Young Adults study on Sunday
evenings is completed its study last Sunday,
and had met for nine consecutive weeks. They
have expressed the desire to meet at least
monthly through the summer. We had two nonmembers with us for most of the weeks.
We have a great opportunity to observe the
Ascension of our Lord on Thursday, May 26 at
Mission Central. Dr. Dale Meyer, former
Lutheran Hour Speaker and former President of
Concordia Seminary in St. Louis will be the
preacher. Beside having our service as usual,
Dr. Meyer will also lead a two-hour Bible Study
that afternoon before our supper. Please make
plans to attend! You will be blessed by coming
together for this amazing Bible Study and in the
worship of our Lord .
This summer Chris and I will be attending
the LWML Iowa West District Convention at
Camp Okoboji from Wednesday, June 15
though Saturday Noon, June18. The Iowa District West Convention will be Sunday, June 26
through Tuesday, June 28.
Some personal good news to report to you:
it is now two years since my cancer surgery. In
this second year I’ve had a blood test every six
months, and this past week the test results
showed no evidence of cancer. Please join me
in thanking God for this good news. I will have
my blood tested every six months for one more
year, and if those are negative for cancer, I will
be put on an annual testing cycle.
Finally, I remind you of the prayer
challenge to which I called you in January—
inviting you to join me during 2022: “Please
join me three times a day in prayer for the
spiritual growth of the members of Immanuel.
Please pray three times a day! Pray that the
eyes of our hearts may be opened to the wonder of God’s grace. Pray for the Holy Spirit to
be at work among us. Pray on behalf of the
families and children of Immanuel that they will
be blessed with a love for Jesus and a growing
zeal to live for Him in this darkening age. And
thank the Lord Jesus for His promise that whatever we ask the Father in His name, He will
give it to us for the glory of our Savior (John
15:16).” I thank you for your prayers.
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May– Mental Health Awareness Month

The Memorial Committee met on April 6,
2022, and closed out the following accounts:
 Marlene Fredericks
LWML $150
Quilters $50
Preschool $50
LCMS $170
Baptism boxes $60
Carillon $240
 Fred Bachmann
Quilters $10
Baptism boxes $10
Preschool $55
Carillon $500
 Cole Schneider
Quilters $35
Carillon $500
 Elfie Riessen
Preschool $60
Quilters $60
Carillon $500
 Donna Meeves
Carillon $500
Quilters $425
Preschool $250
Quilt Rack
 Roger Harm
Preschool $175
Mission Central $10
Carillon $3,055
LWML $20
Quilters $20
Sunday School $100

The American Hospital Association has designated the month of May to raise awareness of those
living with a mental or behavior issue and help to
reduce the stigma that so many experience
because of a mental health diagnosis.
Mental health and treatment has long existed.
People hesitate to seek help or even talk about it
to those closest to them for the fear of being
judged and facing unnecessary backlash. If you
think about it, if we have pain or hurt anywhere
we look for treatment to get better. The same
should apply to our mental well being.
People with mental illnesses can recover and live
healthy productive lives.
During times of personal challenges and events
or issues that cause an individual stress, many
mental health issues or problems can be avoided
by taking positive lifestyle choices in how we act
and think before a mental health issue presents
itself.
Mental health counselors are available to help
individuals work through stressful situations.
There is no stigma in seeking out professional
assistance in dealing with life events that cause
extreme emotional distress. It takes a lot of
fortitude to realize and admit that a situation is
“bigger than me” and that one is in need of an
objective listener who is able to help an individual through the situation. The counselor may be
able to offer constructive ways to manage or deal
with life events in a manner that promotes good
mental health.
There are resources and websites that offer
additional information about mental health.
Plains Area Mental Health—Denison—263-3172
St. Anthony Hospital-- Carroll, IA offers outpatient
and inpatient services—792-3581

The Carillon Fund has reached it’s goal and is
now closed. We thank the families for their
gifts.

National Alliance on Mental Illness

~Submitted by Sandra Voss

American Hospital Association

American Psychiatric Association
Mental Health America
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African Radio Ministries—News
Dear Mission friends,
Millions of Jesus’ followers in Africa and the USA
are contemplating the torment that our Savior
experienced in order to free us from sin’s penalty.
We are looking forward to the wonderful season of
Easter, rejoicing in our Risen Savior.
ARM’s March newsletter spoke about the opportunities for bringing the Easter story to Muslim
people in Sudan who appear to be receptive to the
Good News. They are asking for schools.
Nuba Mountain school Progress so far:
1. Reconnected with former school manager
Younan Bashir.
2. Younan is willing to establish schools in the
“newly liberated” territory.
3. Younan is planning a survey of the towns in the
area to determine which locations are safe and
open to replacing Arabic teachers with English
speaking Christian teachers.
4. The South Sudan government officials have
been very helpful and are welcoming ARM to
help develop this newly acquired area.
Since the area has no roads, Younan will need to
travel the last miles by camel then donkey and
finally on foot. He is traveling with an evangelist
who will use the meetings with town elders as a
platform to present the Easter message.
Missionary Linda Kurtz just returned from Liberia
where she saw how God is using the radio to plant
new churches and to strengthen those that already
exist. A new radio worship program is now broadcast in the Mende language, reaching a large
audience in Liberia and Sierra Leone.
Near Foya, Pastor Ezekiel Sah has partnered with
Linda and Hope and Care Outreach to dig a well for
a school and community. He reports that while digging the well he asked for water from another well
in town. But the owners refused. Recently, after a
long dry season their well ran dry as did other
wells in the area, but not the one that belongs to
Ezekiel’s church school. The Town people,
including the stingy ones, came to Ezekiel for water
and he generously shared the well water and made
certain that they also received the Water of Life!
Pray for funds to operate two schools that will, God
willing, become overflowing fountains of Living
Water in a spiritually dry area.
May God the Prince of Peace richly bless you.
John & Kathy and Missionary Linda Kurtz

March 20, 2022
Dear Pastor Mahnken and members:

On behalf of Iglesia Luterana Amigos en Cristo,
Iglesia Luterana Gracia and the Hispanic Ministry
in Iowa District West, I would like to sincerely
thank you for your September 22, 2021, October
13, 2021, November 4, 2021, December 17, 2021
and January 28, 2022 generous gifts for $489.58
each for a total of $2,447.90. We are so blessed to
have your support.
Through your donation, we can continue to work
towards spreading the word of God to our Spanish
speaking neighbors and secure the future of our
Amigos en Cristo/Gracia congregations, our
Hispanic Ministry in Iowa District West and future
work among our neighbors.
As you know, I arrived in Iowa District West this
past fall. For the first few months I have been meeting with and joining the ongoing programs and
events that were established in the past.
The new year has come, what next? With the help
of God, your prayers and support, I look forward to
adding Bible studies, citizenship class, and ESL
class to grow our congregation, increase our
visibility in our communities, as well as begin a
Bible study in St. Paul’s, Carroll, IA. I ask for your
continued prayers and support to continue the
work that the Lord has called me to do.
In the love of Jesus (en el amor de Cristo),
Rev. Pedro L. Lopez

“Learn this Word diligently and in a timely
way. Hear God’s Word often; do no go to bed,
do not get up, without having spoken a beautiful
passage—two, three, or four of them—to your
heart.” ~ Martin Luther
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We’re officially down to the final
stretch of the preschool year. There
were times it seemed to fly by and
others in which a week seemed extra
slow. Yet as I reflect about the milestones we’ve reached, I can say in all
honesty, during every single moment,
God was faithful!
Today a parent dropped her child off
at school and stopped to show a video.
Her child had been at home singing
“Hosanna Rocks” and doing all the
actions. She went on to share that she
not only spends a lot of time singing but
loves to play school where her siblings
are the students. What an amazing
image as well as a sobering moment.
What this tells me is the child has been
listening and the Spirit has been doing
His job. He’s planted the seeds of faith
in that child’s heart and He will eventually bring them to full bloom. It also
taught me that children watch everything we’re doing. The fact that this
little one is modeling how to be a teacher fills me with joy and conviction. I am
thrilled she wants to mimic what she is
seeing in the classroom. I’m also convicted to be certain what she is modeling is
positive, godly and has a strong
foundation in Jesus! It’s an extra bonus
that she’s taken it a step further and is
teaching her siblings. I pray they will
also come to a personal relationship with
our Savior, Jesus.
We spent several weeks learning the
incredible account of Jesus’ life
preceding his death on the cross. I have
another student who hears me say Jesus
died on the cross and always follows it
up with ”But He didn’t stay dead. He
came back alive on Day 3!” I smile every
single time! She’s got the important part
down! We loved Grandparents’ Day and I
appreciate our volunteer assistance. The

children led worship by singing with their
grandparents and then during one station
evangelized by sharing the entire salvation
story. It. Was. Amazing!
We’re ending the year with the study of
how we can worship, what grace means, and
the role of family in our faith walk. We will
also discuss what a church family means and
how we want to embrace them in our
lives. We’ve reached the point in the year
where the children are at an entirely new
level of learning and relationships are
strong. I am incredibly grateful for the year
we’ve had. The children are all uniquely and
specially made. I love each and every one of
them. They are a gift and I pray they will
continue their walk with Jesus over the
summer and into next year. God has been
faithful! Praise Him!
Serving Him with you,
Mrs. Gustafson
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Mercy Meals
On April 3, 2022, a group of us went to Mercy
Meals in Sioux City to pack meals for hungry
and starving children worldwide. We joined
forces with Emmanuel Lutheran Church of
Lake View and together our team of 38 youth
and adult volunteers packaged 9,750 meals!!

April 11, 2022
Dear Special Missionary
Friends in Christ:
It is such a blessing to hear
from folks like YOU! Without
the Lord sending HIS special people like you we
could not continue the Lord’s work here at Mission
Central. Your love, prayers and support mean so
much to all of us here at this MIRACLE PLACE!
Your gift helps with our projects and for the support of our dear missionaries that God has called
to go to lands of darkness where they have never
heard the name of Jesus. As I travel to a different
church to report every Sunday, it is such a blessing to report on what the Lord is doing in HIS mission fields around the world and right here at
home.
However, we are truly living in a very, very dark
world. In my 80 years of life I have never seen
such darkness and hatred. I can’t help but think of
the words of Paul in his 2nd letter to Timothy 3:1-4
“But mark this: There will be terrible times in the
last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without
love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control,
brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash,
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of
God.” That is why your contract, your gifts of love
and your friendship are such a HUGE blessing
and encouragement.
What a joy to receive your special gift of love for
the Ukrainian Refugee Project. This project is a
special one that we have worked on very diligently. I have been in touch with the missionaries that
are in the area of Ukraine. Millions of refugees are
pouring into Romania, Poland, the Czech Republic
and Latvia. Our missionaries are there in large
numbers, and they are responsible for the supervision and the distribution of food, clothing and
medicine. I personally have been in touch with the
missionaries in that part of the world, and they
have agreed to be our “boots on the ground.”
This is one of the best gifts you could have given
and it is restricted specifically to the supervision
of our missionaries and they are able to tell people about our dear Jesus. Please pray for these
dear people and rest assured that every penny of
your gift is being directed by our missionaries.
God bless you for sending this gift of love — it’s
the greatest thing you could have sent.
Your Co-worker for Christ,
Old Missionary Gary
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

3

4

9 a.m. Worship
w/HC
10:15 SS & BC

Preschool

Preschool

6:30 Bible Study
p.m. Preschool

Thu
5 National Day
of Prayer
9 a.m.—9 p.m.
Church open

Graduate Brunch

Study-Hope
10 am & 6:30 pm

1 p.m. Schleswig
Sharks 4-H

1:30 p.m. LWML
5:30 p.m. Preschool
Board Meeting

8 Mother’s Day

9

10

11

12

9 a.m. Worship
10:15 SS & BC

Preschool

Preschool

6:30 Bible Study
p.m. Preschool

Preschool

8 a.m. Pastors’
Conference @
St. Paul, Midway

Fri

Sat

6

7

1:30 p.m.
Sub Sandwich
Assembly

5 p.m.
Worship w/HC
13

Study-Hope
10 am & 6:30 pm

16

17

18

19

9 a.m. Worship
w/HC
10:15 SS & BC

Preschool

Preschool

6:30 Bible Study
p.m. Preschool
1 p.m.
Volunteers to
OGT

Study-Hope
10 am & 6:30 pm

23

9 a.m. Worship
10:15 SS & BC

29
9 a.m. Worship
10:15 SS & BC

24
Last Day of
Public School

30 Memorial Day

25
6:30 Bible Study
8:45 a.m.
Newsletter
Assemblage

20

21

5 p.m.
Worship w/HC
26 Ascension Day
9 a.m. Quilting
Study-Hope
10 am & 6:30 pm
Special Ascension
Service @ Mission
Central
3 p.m. Bible Study
5 p.m. Meal
6:30 p.m. Worship

31

Preschool:

14

5 p.m.
Worship w/HC

6:00 p.m.
Preschool
Graduation
22

9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Sub Sandwich
pickup

9 a.m. Quilting

15

Messenger
Deadline for
June/July issue

Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Schleswig, Iowa

Mon., Tues., Thurs. 8 a.m.—
3 p.m.
Wed. 11:45 a.m.—3 p.m.

27

28

5 p.m.
Worship w/HC
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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CH URCH

501 Glad St. PO Box 27 Schleswig, Iowa 51461
Office: 712-676-2235
Saturday Worship at 5 p.m. w/HC
Sunday Worship at 9 a.m. HC on first & third Sundays
Sunday School and Bible Classes at 10:15 a.m.
+++++++++++++++++++++
E-mail: immansch@iowatelecom.net
or: markey@iowatelecom.net
Website: www.immanuelschleswig.com
“Like” us on Facebook
Pastor: Merle F. Mahnken—
Home Ph.: 712-676-2242 Cell Ph.: 712-269-6364
Assisting Pastor: Kurt Kaiser
Cell Ph.: 712-269-8452
Office: Amanda Bruhn and Valerie Teut
Preschool: Leslie Gustafson
Organist: Marlene Hight
Janitor: Jolene Whiteing
Snow Removal and Lawn Care:
Ryan Jepsen; 712-790-1603
Loren and Janice Jepsen

OUR MISSION
STATEMENT:
“Together in Christ,
we grow through the
Word and
Sacraments, serving
our Lord and
sharing His saving
grace with all
people.”

