
We look forward to celebrating Thanksgiving 

Day as we come into the month of November. Are 

you a thankful person? 

I’m quite sure we would answer, “Well, yes, I am 

a thankful person!” I mean, who among us wants to 

confess that we are unappreciative or even critical, 

especially since that would mean being critical of 

God and what He gives!  

Me? Critical of God? Well, yes, although we may 

not be consciously. I mean, what else does our     

discontent in so many areas of life mean except that 

we are critical of what God in His infinite wisdom 

and love gives to us? We will be more thankful for 

the richness God does give if we can learn to      

confess this with the hymn writer  (LSB #719.1): 
 

I leave all things to God’s direction; 

He loves me both in joy and woe. 

His will is good, sure His affection; 

His tender love is true, I know. 

My fortress and my rock is He: 

What pleases God, that pleases me. 
 

Maybe, instead of asking “Am I a thankful      

person?” we ought to reflect on a couple of different 

questions:  “How much of our daily prayer time is 

given to thanksgiving to God?” and “For what do we 

give thanks?” I can only speak for myself, but I find 

it much easier to ask for things in prayer, and I 

spend more of my prayer time on my needs and the 

needs of others. These prayers are pleasing to God, 

of course, but He also calls us to “Be                   

thankful” (Colossians 3:15). As “For what do we 

give thanks?” I find myself more inclined to thank 

God for those blessings related to the physical 

blessings God gives and more easily neglect giving 

thanks for the spiritual blessings God gives.  

Both questions:  “How much of our daily prayer 

time is given to thanksgiving to God?” and “For 

what do we give thanks?” can be reflected upon in 

view of The Lord’s Prayer. There are seven requests 

in the Lord’s prayer, seven petitions. Please notice 

that we pray for spiritual blessings in six of them 

and all of our physical blessings—that which we 

need for this body and life—are all rolled into one 

request:  “Give us this day our daily bread”! 

We would do well to often take Luther’s Small 

Catechism in hand and review Luther’s                

explanations of the petitions to see how God is 

providing so richly for our life of faith. Through 

these gifts He is also resourcing us for our lives of 

Christian love. We need to allow the Holy  Spirit 

to guide our thoughts and open our eyes to the 

most important gifts God faithfully gives every 

day. Then we are more than prompted to give 

thanks for the blessings we have as His name is 

upon us, as His kingdom comes, as His will is 

done, as He forgives our sins, as He preserves us 

in the time of temptation and as He delivers us 

from evil. 

The blessings God gives to support our body 

and this life are also plentiful, and perhaps more 

visible to us, and we do give daily thanks for 

these. Spiritual blessings, however, are far more 

important, for they deal with what we need not 

only for daily living as the children of God, but 

through these God is bringing us to celebrate in 

His presence forever in heaven. 

There is a wonderful hymn that reinforces 

these truths upon which I am here reflecting. The 

hymn has six verses. The verses alternate          

between confession and prayer asking God to 

strengthen us in those blessings for which we are 

to focus as we “Seek first the kingdom of God and 

His righteousness” (Matt. 6:33). The hymn is    

Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness. Here 

are the first two verses  (LSB #788. 1-2): 
 

Forgive us, Lord, for shallow thankfulness, 

For dull content with warmth and sheltered care, 

For songs of praise for food and harvest press, 

While of Your richer gifts we’re unaware. 
 

Teach us to thank You, Lord, for love and grace, 

For life and vision, for a purpose clear,  

For Christ, Your Son, and for each human face  

That shows Your message ever new and near.  

 

Your fellow servant for Christ.   

 Pastor Mahnken 
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Wyatt & Michelle Anderson .................. November 2, 2019 

Brian & Nakia Zavitz ........................... November 2, 2007 

Guenter & Joyce Detlefsen .................... November 7, 1964 

Vern & Karen Wood ............................. November 9, 1968 

Brian & Bethany Daniel ........................ November 11, 2005 

Dennis & Judy Gierstorf ....................... November 15, 1969 

Jason & Marissa Hatcher ...................... November 19, 2010 

Brandon & Kerry  Meseck .................... November 20, 2010 

Paul & Jamie Nahnsen ......................... November 20, 2021 

Zach & Katie Schwarz .......................... November 22, 2002 

Tom & Cathy Bubke ............................ November 23, 1969 

Gordon & Barb Quandt ......................... November 24, 1978 

Neil & Kay Wilken ............................... November 24, 1973 

 
Please notify the office of any  

omissions or corrections. 
 

       

 

 

 
 

 

November 3.…………..…....Cody Johnson 

November 4..………..…....Arrick Clausen 

James Claussen 

Marissa Hatcher 

Sara Lickteig 

Dale Petersen 

Phyllis Schmidt 

November 5.…………..…....Coleen Bruhn 

November 7.…………..…Janice Hennings 

Deanna Ullrich 

November 8….…………..….Alexa Lenhart 

Jett Lundell 

Cody Malone 

Cheri Martinson 

November 9……..….……….....Jersey Bral 

Brenna Bubke 

November 10…..………..…….Scott Korner 

November 11……..……..…….Ty Jacobson 

Loren Lee 

Lisa Schroeder 

Sandra Voss 

November 13………...…..…...Janet Beeck 

Journey Bral 

November 15………....……...Peggy Aldag 

November 16………...…...Craig Bogatzke 

Bailey Ellerbeck 

Raymond Jepsen 

Hannah Ogren 

Lyndsy Peters 

November 17.…………Lawrence Clausen 

Carrylee Martinson 

November 18..……..James Fredericks Jr.  

Brett Wigg 

November 19…………….….Don Namanny 

Dick Streck 

November 20…………….…...Koda Jensen 

Sarah Lundell 

November 21……...…….....Jacob Lundell 

Spencer Schoenfeld 

November 22………………Janice Gierstorf 

November 23.….....…..Tricia Bielenberg 

November 24….………….....Tyler Quandt 

Marvin Streck 

November 27….…...…...Crystal Bowman 

Valarie Hall 

Jason Schultz 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAGE 2 T H E  N O V E M B E R  I M M A N U E L  M E S S E N G E R  

SATURDAY WORSHIP AND 
TIME CHANGE 

Please remember our Saturday 
p.m. worship time changes to a 

4:00 p.m. starting time beginning 
on Saturday, November 5.  

Our Saturday worship will begin at this 
time throughout these weeks of            

late fall and winter. 

And remember to change your clocks 
when you get back home on November 5 
as Daylight Savings Time ends that night!! 

From the Church  

Record Book 
 

Baptized: “Let the little children come unto Me….”   

Samuel Jacob Koch, born June 8, 2018, son of Blake Koch & 

Sheray Schrunk, was baptized on October 9, 2022.  

 

Deaths: “I am the Resurrection...” 

Norma Schoenfeld, age 89, died October 6, 2022, and was 

buried October 10 in the Morgan Cemetery, Schleswig, IA.  

 

Richard “Dick” Peters, age 88, died October 15, 2022, and 

was buried October 19 in the Morgan Cemetery, Schleswig, 

IA. 
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Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

Wednesday, November 23 at 6 p.m. 
 

“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 
for His steadfast love endures forever!” 

(Psalm 107:1) 
 

 

Upcoming Sunday School           
Christmas Program practice 

In addition to practicing during the Sunday 
School hour, the following extra practices are 
scheduled...please mark your calendars! 

November 30 (5th-12th grade) 6:45-7:30 p.m. 

December 7 (5th-12th grade) 6:45-7:30 p.m. 

December 10 (ALL grades) 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.  

Christmas Jubilee will be presented Saturday, December 10 
at 4:00 p.m. with a soup supper to follow. 

Iowa District West Youth Gatherings 

Senior Youth Gathering 
November 18-20, 2022 

 

Holiday Inn at the Airport-Des Moines 
Theme Verse: 1 Peter 3:15 

 

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be    
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the  reason for the hope that you have. But do this 
with gentleness and respect.” 

Annual IOWAY Celebration & Ellie’s retirement 

Celebrate what God has done through IOWAY 

and wish Ellie Menz well as she retires as the         

IOWAY Director.  
 

Sunday, November 6, 2022 

Open House 2:00-6:00 p.m. with main program 

at 3:30 p.m.  

St. Paul Lutheran Church 

400 S. 13th ST. 

Fort Dodge, IA  50501 

DOOR OFFERINGS FOR MILITARY BIBLESTICKS 

NOVEMBER 6 & 13, 2022 

Military BibleStick Door Offerings will be received 

the weekends of November 5-6 and 12-13. Please 

use the labeled box in the Narthex to leave your 

offering. Military BibleSticks are given to members 

of our Armed Forces by the organization Faith 

Comes By Hearing. We have again pledged our-

selves to a goal of providing a case of BibleSticks, 

which costs $2,500. Please prayerfully consider a 

donation to this excellent means of getting the 

word of life, hope, and salvation to the members of 

our Armed Forces, who stand watch to protect us.  

Small, safe, and strong. The Military BibleStick is 

a small, matte-black, weather-resistant digital     

audio player designed expressly for the safety of 

deployed troops. 

Pure Word of God. The Military BibleStick         

contains nothing except God’s Word. Each service 

member and veteran receives the New Testament 

and select Psalms in dramatized, multi-voice audio 

(English and Spanish versions available). 

Family outreach. Along with the   

Military BibleStick, each service 

member and veteran has the         

opportunity to send a free MP3 Bible 

on disc to their family, so that all 

may be discipled in God’s Word. 

The Hanging of the Greens 
 

Sunday, November 27 at 11:15 am 

 

 

All Saints’ Day 
 

We will be observing Sunday,   
November 6 as All Saints’ Sunday.       
 
On that day, (and the Saturday 

evening before), we will particularly thank God for His grace 
and faithful blessings through Jesus our Savior by which He 
has given the gift of eternal life to those who have lived and 
died in faith, those whose souls now rest in our Savior’s 
presence in heaven, awaiting the great day of Resurrection.  



 

 

 

 

 
  

 The middle of October is upon us and 
it’s almost difficult to wrap my mind 
around the reality that the first quarter 
of the year is complete. I’ve spent the 
week rejoicing over the shift in           
atmosphere that has taken place in our 
classroom. Those who didn’t know what 
standing in a line was now have a general 
idea. Those who weren’t accustomed to a 
structured routine have now adapted to 
the pace of the room. However, best of 
all, those who arrived with no knowledge 
of who Jesus was are slowly getting    
acquainted with Him as the God Who 
loves them so very much He died for 
them! 
 We’ve spent a couple of weeks in both 
classes learning about creation. This 
week has found us more focused on the 
Garden of Eden, sin, and the plan of    
redemption. (All relayed at a three and 
four year old level.) I believe one of the 
highlights (for me) took place earlier 
this week. We were learning about the 
sneaky snake who tricked Eve in the 
Garden. Wasn’t it fascinating how the 
enemy used doubt to cause her to begin 
to question God’s love for her? How    
often does he do the same to us? He 
likes to introduce or plant a thought in 
our mind which is contrary to the Word. 
If we don’t take it captive immediately, 
it can become a foothold for the devil to 
try and take ground. As we had         
completed our Jesus Time at the rug and 
headed back to do our craft, we were 
reviewing what that sneaky snake had 
done. One of the little boys said, “Ya, we 
just need to say, In Jesus’ name get out 
of here!” If I hadn’t been jumping up and 
down in my spirit, I would have given him 
a big squeeze!  He’s got it! 
 James 4:7 tells us that if we submit 
ourselves to God and resist the devil, he 
will flee from us and John 14:13-14     
reminds us if we ask anything in His 
name He will do it. (I think sending 

temptation running qualifies, don’t you?) The 
bottom line in this scenario, I love it that 
this child knows God has given him authority 
to resist evil and walk in the love and truth 
of Jesus. Oh, I know sin doesn’t always     
announce itself and arrive dressed up like a 
snake. However, I do believe the more time 
we spend in the Presence of our Jesus, the 
more quickly we will recognize the doubts, 
lies, and attempts to get us to shift our   
focus from our beloved Savior to the false 
presentation of the enemy’s lies. The Bible 
says we are His sheep and He is the      
shepherd. We will know and recognize His 
voice. It stands to reason that we will also 
recognize when a voice isn’t His as well.   
 I just told someone the other day that if 
and when I need a prayer warrior who will 
stand in faith believing God can do what He 
says He can do, I think the children are the 
place to go. They don’t question what the 
Word says. They don’t have to filter it 
through quite as many life experiences as 
we do. They hear it and believe it. Why 
would they question God? He doesn’t lie. He 
loves us. Of course He’s going to be for us 
and on our side! Yep, I yearn for the         
unwavering faith of a child! 
 Your prayers would be appreciated as we 
head into the next few weeks. We will be 
hosting Parent-Teacher Conferences at the 
end of the month, looking towards     
Thanksgiving, and we’ve already begun  
learning our songs for the Christmas       
program. There will be many opportunities 
to share the love of Jesus with the littles, 
and we don’t want to miss a single chance to 
be a reflection of His love and point them 
towards the cross. Thank you for your  
prayers and support! 
 

Mrs. Gustafson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to the Schleswig Fire Department for 
coming to visit both classes on Monday, October 10. 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Voter’s Meeting Minutes 

October 17, 2022 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 by Chairman Harry Riessen 
with 32 Voters in attendance. 
I. Opening Devotion and Prayer 

Pastor shared a couple of inspirational Bible verses with us: 
Psalms 81:10  I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of 
Egypt. Open wide your mouth and I will fill it. 
2 Thessalonians 3:5  May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s 
love and Christ’s perseverance. 
 

Pastor prayed for God’s guidance throughout this meeting.  
 

II. Reading/Approval of Minutes and Agenda 
Both the July minutes and the October agenda were approved as 
presented. 

 

III. Reports of Officers and Board 
A.  Elders (Curtis Korner) 

Curtis thanked the voters for their support at the National Youth 
Gathering. Kent Bornhoft will serve a second consecutive term 
as an Elder. Alan Weiss rotates off. Elders are allowed to serve 
no more than 2 consecutive 3 year terms before a mandatory 
rotation off. Immanuel is still in search of 1 Elder. 

B. Trustees (Loren Jepsen) 
Flooring has been installed in the parsonage. New windows are 
scheduled to be installed in the near future. Trees to the west of 
the church will be needing attention. No large scale projects are 
on the horizon. 

C. Treasurer/Stewardship/Finance (Larry Abbe)  
Currently, Immanuel is behind $4,403.15 in the 2022 budget. 
Heating fuel is paid up for the season. An insurance review is 
still being conducted to reconsider coverage levels, deductibles, 
etc. 

D. Education/Youth (Curtis Korner reporting for Angela)   
Rally Sunday was held in September. Confirmation is off and 
running. Jr. Youth Gathering is approaching. Education Unit 
remodel/updating is being contemplated. The annual children’s 
Christmas program will be held on Saturday, December 10 at 
4:00 p.m. with a soup dinner to follow. 

E. Preschool (Judy Gierstorf) 
The first day of Preschool was August 24. Morning and after-
noon sessions are both at full capacity. Students were exposed 
to the study of creation and are currently learning the books of 
the Bible. 

F. Mission/Fellowship (Chris Mahnken) 
No Harvest Dinner will be held this year. There will be an      
Oktoberfest Celebration instead. The Mission Board will be  
supporting the following projects at the designated levels: 
Mission Central (David and Rachel Baker)  $2,000.00 
Ukraine Relief  $1,500.00 
Zion Lutheran School  $1,500.00 
Lutheran Bible Translators (Jim Kaiser)  $1,000.00 
IOWAY: Florida Hurricane Ian Disaster Relief $1,000.00* 
*Additional funds may be added from Rachel’s plant sales 
TOTAL:   $7,000.00 
The Mission Board will also fund military Bible Sticks again this 
fall. The Mission Board would like to thank those who support 
their projects with time, funds, or energy! 

G. Memorial   
Nothing to report at this time 

H. Pastor’s Report 
This report will be shared in its entirety in this edition of The 
Immanuel Messenger. 

 

IV. Old Business 
 

V.  New Business 
A. Bylaw Article II, Meetings 

Consider Changing Annual Meeting (October) to a later date. 
There was discussion about moving the annual fall Voters’  
Meeting to November in order to attract more attendees. This 
agenda item found no traction and expired by lack of a support-
ing motion. 

B. Budget for 2022 
1.Salaries 

a. Secretaries: The Council recommends, Deb Green 
moved, and Glenda Bryson seconded that Amanda Bruhn 
and Val Teut each receive a $1.00 per hour raise taking 

them from $12.50 to $13.50 and $14.00 to $15.00       
respectively. The vote passed unanimously. 

b. Organist:  The Council recommends that the    
organist rate of $80/service remain the same for 
2023. (This item was included in the same motion 
as item (a.) and was unanimously approved by the 
voters. 

c. Pastors:  The Council recommended a $1,000  
annual raise for both Pr. Mahnken & Pr. Kaiser. 
Motion was made by Peg Wunschel and seconded 
by Deb Green to accept this recommendation. After 
discussion, the voters approved this recommenda-
tion. 

d. Janitor: The custodial wage was frozen for 2023.* 
e. Groundskeeper:  The voters approved an increase 

of $10/cutting for the grounds.* 
f. Snow Removal: This service will be paid at the 

same rate for 2023 as in 2022.* 
 

*These were all recommendations by the Trustees. 
Leroy Hight made the motion and Curtis Korner second-
ed the motion to accept these recommendations. The 
voters approved this motion unanimously via verbal 
vote. 

2. Concordia Seminary, St. Louis Adopt a Student 
Voters approve $1,000 of funding for 2023.* 

3. Crossroads of Crawford County 
Voters approve $4,000 of funding for 2023.* 

4. Approve Recipient of Portion of our District Support 
(Amigos en Cristo-Pastor Pedro Lopez) 
Voters approve $5,875 of funding for 2023.* 

5. Lutheran Family Services 
Voters approve $2,250 of funding for 2023.* 

6. Approve Recipient of Our Together in Mission (TIM) 
Support (African Radio Ministry) 
Voters approve $2,000 of funding for 2023.* 

 

*An all inclusive motion to accept these budget items 
was made by Judy Gierstorf, seconded by Rachel 
Mentink, and passed by the voters. 

 

The voters also approved the 2023 budget in its      
entirety, making provisions for various salary increases. 

    C.  Ballot 
1. Education:  Angie Ellis for 2nd Term 
2. Finance:  Kevin Clausen and Jerry Langholdt 
3. Elders:  Kent Bornhoft (2nd term) and ____________ 
4. Preschool:  ______________ 
5. Trustees:   ______________ 
6. Secretary:  Craig Bogatzke 
7. Vice-President: _______________ 

 

Motion was made by Curtis Korner, seconded by Grant 
Clausen to accept the ballot as presented. This motion 
was passed by the voters. 

 

D.  Support for Zion/Unity Ridge Lutheran School 
Zion Lutheran School is being transitioned into an RSO 
(Recognized Service Organization). The school will be 
changing its name to Unity Ridge Lutheran School. Curtis 
Korner made a motion to fund Zion Lutheran School this 
year with $2,500 from the Home Mission Fund. Peg     
Wunschel seconded the motion. The voters approved this 
motion.Pastor Mahnken encouraged individuals to help the 
school financially as well. 

E.  Midweek Advent Suppers 
A motion was made by Rachel Mentink that whatever 
board/committee serves the Advent meal be able to direct 
the proceeds toward acceptable projects. Joanne Riessen 
seconded the motion. The voters approved this motion. 

F.  Other 
Between the two door offerings, $1,582 was collected  to 
support the fundraising efforts of Lutheran Family Services. 

 

VI.  Adjourn with Prayer led by Pastor Mahnken 
 

Submitted by Craig Bogatzke, Secretary 

“Everyone should be eager to advance the 
teaching and study of the Word for his own 
salvation and the glory of God.”  Martin Luther 

T H E  N O V E M B E R  I M M A N U E L  M E S S E N G E R  PAGE 5 



We began 2022 with 597 baptized members and 

490 communicant members. We have had two    

baptisms and five members have died: Gary 

Meseck, Joy Whitenack, Mardella Andresen, Norma 

Schoenfeld, and Dick Peters. We have received 4 

members by adult confirmation. We have received 

six members by transfer from other LCMS            

congregations. We have received 1 adult by         

affirmation of faith. We had 4 baptized members 

who became communicant members by Jr.         

Confirmation. We now have 605 baptized members 

and 500 communicant members on the books.   

Because of the distractions of going from one 

thing to the next during these pasts months I did not 

take the time of faithfully recording my hours and 

visits—the first time this has happened in 31 years of 

ministry—but then this year of 2022, especially 

since starting the vacancy at Zion in May, has not 

been normal by any stretch of the imagination. In 

the past four weeks I have made a dedicated effort 

to put my hours and visits to paper again. In the past 

four weeks I have averaged 69 hours/ week. I have 

made 29 visits:  4 home, 2 hospital, 10 shut-in, and 

13 office. Many, many hours on the phone. Pastor 

Kaiser has made almost all of our shut-in visits, as 

well as making hospital visits and covering the 

many funerals at Zion.  

Pastor Kaiser has also covered at least 50% of 

the Hope When Your Heart Breaks study on Thursday 

evenings. I am also thankful for the assistance of 

four retired pastors in helping out with the Sunday 

services at Zion. Pr. Jon Jacobsen will have knee  

replacement surgery this Wednesday, so we have 

added Pastor Gordon Buchholz to the lineup in  

helping at Zion. 

My office time has been different in the past few 

months. I’ve been coming in later, because I’ve 

been involved so many evenings. Coming in later is 

the way I’ve chosen to keep a bit of balance. But, 

please, if you want to talk with me, don’t stay away 

or avoid calling. 

Confirmation Classes have been going smooth-

ly. Chris teaches 5th grade (6 students) and I teach 

6th-8th grades (14 students).  

10 of the 14 6th-8th graders will be attending the 

Jr. Youth Gathering in Des Moines this coming Satur-

day-Sunday. Angela Korner, Summer Walker, and 

Ashley Beeck are adults who will also attend. We 

have one youth who will attend the Sr. Youth     

Gathering in Des Moines. She will be attending with 

the youth of Our Savior and Zion.  

I attended the LWML Iowa West District Retreat 

September 24—at Mission Central. I also attended 

my first District Board of Directors’ meeting, back 

on August 10-11. The District Board of Directors 

meet quarterly and meetings are usually only one 

day. 

We started a new study/fellowship opportunity: 

Church 101—an idea quickly developed by our 

Board of Ed at our last meeting. We met on October 

9, from 5-6 p.m., and then we had supper together. 

Babysitting was provided. We talked about what 

goes on in worship and why we do some of the 

things we do. In November we plan to talk about 

angels. Our basic idea is “you don’t know what you 

don’t know,” so we are planning to be pretty free-

flowing in our structure in what we discuss.  

I plan to start an Adult Confirmation Class soon, 

but I’ve been hindered by Zion responsibilities. 

I was elected to be our Denison Circuit’s Pastor 

Delegate to our Synod’s 2023 Convention next July 

29-August 3 in Milwaukee. Chuck Downing of Our 

Savior will be our Circuit’s Lay Delegate. 

We will observe Reformation Sunday on          

October 30, with Holy Communion—on a 5th        

Sunday. Saturday Worship time changes to 4 p.m. 

on Saturday, November 5. Recently, I was asked 

why we have Holy Communion every Saturday   

service. It’s very simple. By having Holy            

Communion every Saturday, anyone who longs to 

receive this gracious gift can do so any weekend. If 

we ever think Holy Communion is offered too often, 

we have lost sight of this precious treasure and the 

gift it is to souls who are oppressed by their sins—if 

not yours, then mine. 

We have the proof of the pictorial directory and 

will be sending it back with corrections tomorrow. 

We never had a committee formed, and after our 

last meeting Lowell Lee volunteered to                   

get-’er-done. I’m hoping we have them by       

Christmas, but only the Lord knows. 

Yesterday, Zion, Denison, at its Voters’ Meeting, 

extended a call to Pastor William Wrede, an         

Intentional Interim Pastor. Please pray for the Holy 

Spirit to guide him in God’s will for him. Pres. 

Turner told me today that we now have 14 calling 

congregations in Iowa District West. Not too long 

ago we had three. He is also a busy man.  

Finally, I remind you of the 2022 prayer        

challenge to which I called you in January:  “Please 

join me three times a day in prayer for the spiritual 

growth of the members of Immanuel. Please pray 

three times a day! Pray that the eyes of our hearts 

may be opened to the wonder of God’s grace. Pray 

for the Holy Spirit to be at work among us. Pray on 

behalf of the families and children of Immanuel that 

they will be blessed with a love for Jesus and a 

growing zeal to live for Him in this darkening age. 

And thank the Lord Jesus for His promise that what-

ever we ask the Father in His name, He will give it to 

us for the glory of our Savior (John 15:16).” I thank 

you for your prayers. 
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Pastor Mahnken’s Report 
Voters’ Meeting--October 17, 2022 



 

~ THE LWML INVITES  

ALL LADIES ~ 
 

 

October is always a busy month with harvest 

and other fall work. Our LWML is also keeping 

busy in October. Our regular meeting was held 

October 6th. 
 

We had a report on Immanuel’s Calf Show  

Dinner. We served more than ever before, a  

total of 677 meals. A big “Thank You” to all 

who attended, worked or made food or       

monetary donations. 
 

We were happy to have the nursing homes 

open again and were able to have Bingo with 

the residents at Gracewell. Also, visits were 

made to our Immanuel members at Gracewell 

and Silveridge. 
 

The project committee has also been busy with 

plans for an Octoberfest, which will be a      

German themed meal. Sounds interesting and 

delicious! In November they are planning to 

invite Veterans and their wives to a meal in 

their honor. A small thank you for all they 

have done for us. More information on both of 

these will be in the bulletin. 
 

We are discussing doing something special at 

our regular December meeting. A committee 

will be working on plans for that. 
 

Donna Harm, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Missionary 
By William Carmichael & David Lambert 

 

 

 

The Missionary is a different kind of a book 

by William Carmichael and David Lambert. 

Don’t let the title scare you or keep you from 

reading it. Once you start you won’t want to 

put it down. It has been on our library shelf 

since 2018 and no one has checked it out. 

David Ellee & his wife Christie work to   

rescue homeless children in Caracas,            

Venezuela. The supply of homeless children is 

endless because of massive poverty and the  

oppressive policies of the Venezuelan           

government.  

Hope Village is the name of the place where 

David and his wife worked. He would drive the 

streets at night looking for the homeless      

children, talk to them and try to get them to 

go back to Hope Village with him. 

He had an opportunity to do more and he 

decided to go for it. One thing leads to another 

and he falls into a nightmare of espionage,  

ending in a desperate, life or death gamble to 

flee the country with his wife and son. All of 

this because he wanted to help children. 

Yesterday he was an American missionary 

serving the poor. Today he’s an international 

fugitive. 

Put this book on your to-read list! 

 

     —Submitted by Carol Neddermeyer 
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From Your library . . .  
“Have we got a book for you!”  
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Hello everyone! After these cold, rainy, windy, 

and hot days (Iowa style), I am learning how 

the weather can change in no time! Ministry is 

often like that, at least in Hispanic Ministry. 

You’ve heard me before and/or read about our 

plans for an ESL program here and there or  

visiting some places to possibly open outreach 

to the community, and suddenly God says: No 

go there instead! The mysteries of God’s plan!  

 

God opened the hearts and spiritual eyes of 

our brothers and sisters at St. Paul in Hartley. 

After a few meetings and conversations about 

the Hispanic Challenge in O’Brien County,  

specifically in Hartley, we are opening an ESL 

program to minister to the incoming Hispanic 

families in their community. We are so excited 

about it! Thanks to the fast response from our 

volunteers and leaders helping me in this   

spiritual venture.  

 

As said last month, August, September and   

October had been great months as I was given 

the opportunity to share the story of God’s    

doing among our many ministry opportunities 

with several LWML groups around the District 

during their fall gatherings. It was an amazing 

opportunity to see so many of our female   

leaders and others taking up the challenge of 

bringing Jesus’s name to their communities and 

for us to tell the story of the ever-growing    

Hispanic community and our effort to impact 

them with the message of our Savior Jesus 

Christ. I also had the privilege to celebrate our 

first wedding in Storm Lake. Kathia married our 

newly baptized member Daikel.  

 

On Sunday, October 9, we had a bilingual    

service together with Christ Lutheran Church. 

Our members enjoyed the fellowship with 

brothers and sisters in the faith. I thank you for 

ongoing support, prayers, offerings and all that 

you do to keep your Hispanic ministry alive 

and visible in our beloved IDW. Gracias.  

 

October 24, in Denison, we will begin our ESL 

program to meet new people and help our 

community, we are planning to have this class 

every Monday and Thursday from 6:30 to 8:30 

pm. We will have a program for the children 

too, praise and prayer will be offered before 

class. We are still looking for volunteers to 

teach both the English and Sunday school class. 

If there is a musician out there who would like to 

help me with the praise time, you are welcome 

too. It is going to be a lot of fun! Think of it, 

teaching and meeting the needs of your         

Hispanic neighbors and taking the opportunity 

to teach them about Jesus our Lord!  

 

We are gearing up for the yearly Thanksgiving 

gathering at Trinity Lutheran Church in 

Odebolt. It is scheduled for November 13 at       

3  pm. You are all invited to come and rejoice in 

a bilingual worship service with all the Hispanic 

members of our churches in Iowa and              

Nebraska. We will share more information soon.  

 

Please check our Facebook page to stay          

informed of events and happenings with your 

Hispanic Ministry at “Ministerios Hispanos Iowa 

District West.” Gracias for your continued    

support and prayers. Please invite me to your 

churches and organizations so I can share more 

about Hispanic Ministry in our District and      

beyond.  

 

Bendiciones, 

Rev. Pedro L. Lopez 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



T H E  N O V E M B E R  I M M A N U E L  M E S S E N G E R  PAGE 9 

2022 IDW Youth Gathering was a 
huge hit with the kids! I encourage 
you to ask your youth what all they 
learned. This year the focus was The 
Third Article of the Apostles Creed 
“Holy Spirit”. It was a blessing to hear 
the kids share what the Holy Spirit 

meant to them and how it’s with them daily.  

EVERYONE sang and danced and that was so 
much fun to see kids get into it. The GlowStick 
dance was pretty cool too. Also, ask your youth 
what Pastor Johnson said about what comes 1st, 
2nd and then 3rd in life!! The kids talked about this 
several times at our night time devotion and on the 
way home from the gathering. Calli Korner did a 
great job leading the youth in our night time      
devotion with the kids at which we were also joined 
by the attendees from Our Savior.  

Something new at the gathering this year, we 
got to work with Meals from the Heartland and 
made 36,000 meals between all the kids and   
chaperones that were at the gathering. This was 
fun and a blessing for us to be apart of and for 
such a good cause!!  

Also the kids played lots of games: Air 9 square 
(we all decided we definitely want one of these in 
Schleswig somewhere), a body strength slingshot 
competition, the blowup obstacles courses got  
pretty competitive, and also some karaoke.  

The kids were all great and represented        
Immanuel Lutheran Church very well—so be sure 
to tell them you’re proud of them. On our way 
home we got to enjoy some Starbucks and   
McDonald’s! The kids did say they can’t wait for 
next year…so thank you for supporting their       
attendance! Encourage your youth to come along, 
we’d love to have them join us next year!  

Article submitted by Ashley Beeck  
Photos by Ashley Beeck and Angela Korner 

Front row (L-R): Ashley Beeck, Ezden Hargens, 
Beckham Castro, Karsen Bruhn & Calli Korner. 

 
Back row (L-R): Clayton Stoppel, Charlie Beeck, 

Tyson Hennings, Kara Korner, Bryli Bubke & 
Angela Korner. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 1 All Saints’ Day 
 
Preschool 
 
6:00 p.m. Board 
of Ed Meeting 

2 
 

6:30 Bible Study 
 
p.m. Preschool 
 
Confirmation 

3 
 

Preschool 
 
1:30 p.m. LWML 
 
6:30 p.m.  
Study-Hope 
 
 

4 
 

5 
 
4 p.m.  
Worship w/HC 
 

 

6 Daylight Saving 
Time Ends 
 

9 a.m. Worship 
w/HC  
10:15 SS & BC  
 
1 p.m. Schleswig 
Sharks 4-H  
 
 

7 
 
Preschool 

8 Election Day 
 
Preschool 
 
8 a.m. Pastors’ 
Conference @ 
Zion, Denison 
 
Voting in       
Fellowship Hall 

9 
 
6:30 Bible Study 
 
p.m. Preschool 
 
Confirmation 

10 
 
Preschool 
 
9 a.m. Quilting 
 
6:30 p.m.  
Study-Hope 

11 Veterans 
Day 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 p.m. 
Worship w/HC 
 

13 
 

9 a.m. Worship 
10:15 SS & BC  
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
No Preschool 
 
 
 

15 
 
Preschool 
 
Messenger  
Deadline for  
Dec/Jan issue 
 
 

16 
 
6:30 Bible Study 
 
p.m. Preschool 
 

1 p.m.  
Volunteers to 
OGT 
 
Confirmation 
 

17 
 
Preschool 
 
 

6:30 p.m.  
Study-Hope 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
IDW Sr. Youth 
Gathering in  
West Des 
Moines (18-20) 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 p.m.  
Worship w/HC 

20 

 
9 a.m. Worship 
w/HC 
10:15 SS & BC  
 
11:30 Elders 
Meeting 
 
 

 

21 
 
Preschool 
 
 
 

22 
 

Preschool 

23 
 
6:30 Bible Study 
 

No Preschool 
 

No Confirmation 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Thanksgiving 
Eve Service  
w/HC 

24  
 
 

25 26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 p.m.  
Worship w/HC 

27 First Sunday of 
Advent 
 

9 a.m. Worship 
10:15 SS & BC  
 

11:15 a.m.  
Hanging of the 
Greens 

28  
 
Preschool 

29  
 
Preschool 

30 
 
 

6:30 Bible Study 
 

8:45 a.m.  
Newsletter  
Assemblage 
 

p.m. Preschool 
 

Confirmation 
 

6:00 p.m. Midweek 
Advent Worship 
 

6:45-7:30 p.m.   
Sunday School  
practice 

   
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church,                    

Schleswig, Iowa NOVEMBER 2022NOVEMBER 2022NOVEMBER 2022   

Preschool  
Mon., Tues., Thurs.:  8:00 a.m.—3:10 p.m.                                                                             
Wed.:  11:45 a.m.—3:10 p.m. 
 

Confirmation 
ALL grades:  3:30 p.m.—5:15 p.m. 
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OUR MISSION  
STATEMENT:  

“Together in Christ, 
we grow through the 

Word and  
Sacraments, serving 

our Lord and  
sharing His saving 

grace with all  
people.” 

 

IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL  
LUTHERAN CHURCH  

501 Glad St.  PO Box 27   Schleswig, Iowa 51461 
 

Change Service  
Requested 

T HE IM MAN UE L M E SS E NG ER 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CH URCH 
501 Glad St.  PO Box 27   Schleswig, Iowa 51461 

                        Office: 712-676-2235   

Saturday Worship at 4 p.m. w/HC          

Sunday Worship at 9 a.m. HC on first & third Sundays 

Sunday School and Bible Classes at 10:15 a.m. 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 

E-mail: immansch@iowatelecom.net    

                      or: markey@iowatelecom.net          

Website: www.immanuelschleswig.com     

“Like” us on Facebook 

Pastor: Merle F. Mahnken— 

Home Ph.: 712-676-2242   Cell Ph.: 712-269-6364  

Assisting Pastor: Kurt Kaiser   

 Cell Ph.: 712-269-8452  
Office: Amanda Bruhn and Valerie Teut 

Preschool: Leslie Gustafson  

Organist: Marlene Hight 

Janitor: Jolene Whiteing 

Snow Removal and Lawn Care: 

Ryan Jepsen; 712-790-1603 

Loren and Janice Jepsen               


