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On the last Sunday of this month we will
observe Reformation Day. On October 31, 1517
Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses to the door of
the Castle Church in Wittenburg, Germany. He
intended the theses to provide an opportunity to
debate the sale of indulgences, which promised
the forgiveness of sins to those who paid the
price for an indulgence. Through his studies of
the Bible, God gave Luther the understanding

considered by the Roman Catholic church to be a
heretic i a false teacher worthy of being damned
to hell. Luther had a death penalty placed on his
head. He could not travel about freely. If not for
God acting through governing authorities of his
own land, Luther would surely have been killed.

Luther also had great pangs of conscience as
to whether he was doing the right thing. He
suffered through sleepless nights and all kinds of
physical ailments, many of which were, no doubt,
compounded by the stress of it all.

Martin Luther knew the great treasure found
in faithful friends and supporters. He knew that
such friends are valuable because they are open
and honest and critical in the good way of help-
ing one to examine motives and actions. Luther

called this prized fri
mutual conversation and consolation of the
brethren. 6 Lut her sai d

shunned, companionship
Writing further on this topic Luther went on to
say, OA faithful frien
precious treasure in any situation of life, not only
because of common dangers in which he can be
both an aid and a comfort but also because of

\iiritual trials.

N

OEven if oneds heart
the Holy Spirit, it remains a great advantage to
have a brother with whom one can converse
about religion and from whom one can hear
words of comfort. . . . | for my part consider the
loss of all my possessions less important than
that of a faithful friend.

oLoneliness distresse
tary and deprived of his intimate friends. He

and faith that sins ar e canexerthimself and struggle againstit, buthe r
sake, and this forgiveness is given to those who does not overcome it without great difficulty.
believe. The sparks from OEverything is |l ess b
tongue ignited the Reformation. a brother with you; for then the promise applies
The oreformingdé of the(Matt. 18:20): O0OWhere t
however, came at a great cost. Martin Luther was i n My name, there am |

Therefore solitude should be shunned and the
companionship of familiar people sought,
especially in spiritual
We need trusted people in our lives with
whom we can be honest about our struggles,
fears and heartaches. We need people who will
listen and respond truthfully according to the
Word and will of God, not just voices who will
tell us what we want to hear. We need our
brothers and sisters in Christ who can pray
with us and share the load.
Join us faithfully in worship and Bible study.
The conversations that
after can be a real and unexpected blessing for
us. Please consider joining one of our up -
coming offerings of Hope When Your Heart
e r Breaks, described on page 6. Being vulnerable
is not weakness but a real strength as we are
, built up and blessed by the encouragement
s Fand support of others. You will be blessed and
you will be able to be a blessing as you take
d part in Othe mutual co
tion of the brethren. 6
Your fellow -servant for Christ,

Pastor Mahnken
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Mel i ssa Al dagééé
Judy Leeééééeééé.
Christina Martin
Bobbi Jepsenéééé
Cohen Shafereéeé
Tom Grothééeéééé
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Eileen Streck
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Ava Hatch
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Lillie Petersen é ( 1 0 2 Dqgtober 30
Nahnseneéeeéé.

Dori s
Jerrie Wigg
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Rocky & Robin Ellerbeck..Oct. 3, 1992
Todd & Tara Jepsen ¢é é é .
Jessica

Dustin &

Ry an

& Kayl a
Brittany & Cody Bremser..Oct. 8, 2016

Mo r

= €. Oct OIllgoﬁerrtw fie Thul
Haberberg

Oct .

~ Oc t oMichelle Rene Richardson,

Loren & Marlene Leeéééé. Oct . 10,
Peter & El aine Teutééeeée. . Oct 1
Sara & Jordan Lickteigééée. . Oct.
Bruce & Cindy Paul senééé. Oct 12
Roger & Linda Prussingéé Oct
€. Oct obelrl Yy & Eric Swearingenéé. . Oct
5, . 0Oct obaeamo® & Gina Schmidtééé. . Oct 15
Marvin & Eileen Streckééé. Oct 1
. . Octhereek 6& Rebecca Teut ééeée Oct . 15
. ééé. Ochamren 7& Kelly Wessel ééé. . Oct. 1
Tim & Lila Bubkeééééeéé. Oct 20, 1
ené. . Mcexb&rTammy Har méééé Oct 31,
Please notify the office of any omissions or corrections.
~ s
é. .. Oct o%e g_'
¢ oct oFrom the Church Record Book
.. OclpAccessiordWel come in the na t h
©c 0D € Jackié Palmer, Blaze, Draton, Korbin and
S 0N €. . \Gam, transfefred from St. John Lutheran Church,
€. Oc L 0Lcms, Charter Oak, lowa on August 29, 2021.
€ October 16
ot Obebisrﬁiésals:c‘)May God continue to bles
66 Oct 'Ié’{)l;)laelvlrartlnlagd Taylor Cook, were released on August 29,
1.
Trisha Fink, Avery, and Sydney, were transferred to St. Paul,
Lutheran Church, LCMS, Council Bluffs, lowa on September 3,
. Octzo21er 20
ené. é0Octoher 21
Jordan Petersen, was transferred to Peace Lutheran Church,
Oc t LOCP{I% }Nes&BLend, lowa on September 3, 2021.
oct oDeathss b am the Resurrection. ..o

age 55, died August 28, 2021.

~ Oc t oHerfuneral service was September 14, 2021, with a private in-

urnment.

er é.

© - was bufiell Septeniber

tery, Schleswig, lowa .

October 31

age 78, died September 20, 2021, and
26, 2021 in the Morgan Township Ceme-

CeecdeLLLLdeeveeLeLeLeeeece

NEW CHURCH OFFICE SECRETARY

Amanda Bruhn has accepted the
position of church secretary to
replace Marlene Hight who will be
retiring after 30 years.

Amanda is married to Derick and they
3.  RaV¥eDfbur children, Kaitlyn, Kamden,
Ogr enkKarsen@wKyler. 4, 2008
ganéé. Oct. 7, 2006
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~ THE LWML
INVITES ALL
LADIES ~

Jesus Christ

above all I I L ll

Philippians 2:9

Our September LWML
meeting took place on

Thursday afternoon, _—'“,
September 2. Pastor Mahnken _|| - /
layed the second part of

Eleyi di Gope h ma“l'\\\ \\\’III\“I |l|‘B

study from the recent national

convention.

We were given details about our Zone Rally
which was held in Deloit on September 16
and our lowa West District Retreat which will
be coming up on October 23 at Mission
Central. This will also include an opportuni-
ty to see the Creation Museum. Details can
be found on the District website or from
Peggy Wunschel.

Our main order of business also was getting
final plans together for Calf Show weekend
and the Chicken Dinner we traditionally
serve after the parade. We are thankful for
Chri s Mahnkenods great
leadership role in putting this
together. Thank you so much, Chris.

The Project committee announced plans for
an Oktoberfest dinner following church and
Bible Class on Sunday, October
17. Unfortunately, those plans conflict with
other scheduled community events, so we
are canceling this event until next year. We
hope we can plan this, or a similar event at a
better time.

Dondt forget our nex-t

October 7! We hope you will join us.

i Submitted by Cynthia Ernst, Secretary

PAGE 4

The church library has several books by
the author Dee Henderson, who has been
nominated and has won many awards, in-
cluding the Christy Award recognizing
outstanding Christian authors. One of her
books in our collection is entitled Full Dis-
closure, the story of Paul Falcon and Ann
blﬁ/er Paul is an FBI officer in the Midwest
and Ann is known as a "cop's cop.” Ann is
usually called in to help local law enforce-
ment officials and has one of the region's
most trusted investigative positions.

From Your library . . .
OHave we got

Their lives intersect when Ann arrives to
pass a case off her desk and on to Paul's.
Paul realizes her job barely scratches the
surface of who she really is because Ann
knows spies, soldiers, and U.S. Marshals
and she is friends with the former vice
president. People who have good reason
to be cautious about who they let into their
lives know and trust Ann. Paul wonders
just what secrets Ann is keepln ﬁgtll she

QhBV\% 8 tadedd HinPdhd hetrlafizes just

who this lady is.

It is not hard to find a good Christian mys-
tery in our library --- we have many by
Dee Henderson. We also have western
novels, historical novels, humorous novels,
biographies, and auto -biographies. We
have Christian self -help books and a won-
derful collection of DVD's for your enter-
tainment. Due to the COVID virus, it has
Qegq qlﬁH:L%t for tﬁe Ili%aﬁyucpnyrwttge to
work onn books have severa)( that
have been generously donated and hope
to add them to the shelves in the very near
future.

A Submitted by Karen Wood
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PRAYING FOR PARENTS

Being a parent is no easy task. Raising a son or
daughter to follow Jesus Christ is even more
challenging. Parents need your prayers. As
ministry leaders, we share with parents the
concerns over the spiritual lives of their
children. Despite the times we might think we
are at odds with parents, we are actually in this
battle together with them.

One way to help uplift parents in their ministry
in the home is to lift them up in prayer. Here
are a few areas for which you can pray for
parents as they teach and minister to their
children.

1. Pray for parents to take seriously the
promi ses made at thei

2. Pray for Parents to make their own spiritual
growth a priority.

3. Pray for parents to make time reading the
Bible a priority.

4. Pray for parents to make their relationship
as a married couple an area of continued
investment.

5. Pray for parents to have an active prayer
life as individuals, as a couple, and with
their children.

6. Pray for parents to make time to sit with and
just be present with their children.

7. Pray for parents to bring intentionality to
their busy lives in how they schedule their
children.

8. Pray for parents to show consistency in dis-
cipline and family routines.

9. Pray for parents to consistently speak words
of forgiveness to their children.

10. Pray for parents to be open to receiving for-
giveness from their children.

11.Pray for parents to make grace and for-
giveness the hallmarks of their marriage
and family life.

12.Pray for parents to make Bible reading a
consistent part of family life together.

13.Pray for parents to get enough rest and ex-

r
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16.Pray for parents to be guided by the Holy
Spirit as they teach their children and re-
spond to their questions.

17.Pray for parents to have peace as they re-
spond to the questions of their children.

18.Pray for parents to show wisdom as they
seek to provide discipline and guidance for
their children.

19.Pray for parents to have a passionate wor-
ship life.

20.Pray for parents to leave a legacy of faith in
their children and grandchildren.

There are many more prayers that could be
included in this list. What are a few you might
add?

Reprinted from Relationships Count, © 2019 LCMS Office of

'\/ESj_{og;Jt;)ntgﬂin,Jvlgiﬂstt(y@ pages é%’pﬁ PuRlished by Con-

cordia ouse.

Thank you! And Thank and Praise the Lord!
Thank you, members of Immanuel, for celebrat-
ing my birthday, the 30th anniversary of my
Ordination into the pastoral ministry (actual date
was June 23), and the 25th anniversary of my
Installation as pastor of Immanuel (actual date
will be November 17). with me in worship on
Sunday, September 5. Thank you for the gift of a
custom-made fishing rod i | look forward to
using it, hopefully yet this fall. Thank you also for
all who arranged and assisted in serving the rolls
and drinks following the service. Thank you also
to our LWML and to all who individually
remembered my birthday with cards and/or
gifts. And please join me in thanking and prais-
ing God that the 18 month blood test following
my prostate cancer surgery (April 2020) showed
no indication of cancer! We live under and serve
a great God and Savior who is so gracious and
merciful! Please join me in prayer that He will
continue to lead us daily to understand His call to
live as His people, recognize the blessings and
the opportunities He gives each of us to serve,
and that He will bless our life together as a
congregation. The Lord be with you!

~ Pastor Mahnken

oBless the Lord, O my sol
me, bless His holy name! Bless the Lord, O my soul
and forget not all His benefits. He forgives all your
b esing agdcheafs @l ygue disgages. idegegieps your
life from the pit and crowns you with steadfast
| ove and mercy4d. (Psalm 10

ercise to remain at their peak.
14.Pray for parents to, through Christ, be able
to resist and banish the temptations of life.
15.Pr ay f or parents to
Word as read, studied, and preached.
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REMEMBERING OUR POWSs/MIAs
This Article was submitted by Don Kuhimann
of Charter Oak.

My first year as a POW/MIA district chairman
was full of surprises. During my rounds to es-
tablish a prayer day the Sunday before recog-
nition day, | encountered a minister that said if
you want to get
make it more personal, you need to list the sol-
diers that are still missing from the area like
Donald Sparks from Carroll. | took his advice
and came up with 7
we did the white table presentation and read
the list of names and where they were from and
the date they went missing. After the program
was over, | started packing my white table
items to take home when a teacher at Charter
Oak-Ute, Mr. Stence, asked if we could talk. He
said that he had known for some time what the
white table stood for and that | had mentioned
a familiar name -, Donald Sparks. Between his
junior and senior year of high school, Mr.
Stence had signed up for an intern program at
lowa State University in Ames and so did Don-
ald Sparks. Because of their last names, they
roomed together and became friends. My say-
ing Donald Sparks name brought back memo-
ries and Mr. Stence wanted to share some
things with me about him. | am sure that there
are more stories that people need to share to
hel p keep these
the POW MI A flag it
ten, 6 by sharing these
soldiers and their loved ones until they are all
home. Don Kuhlmann

The white table is one that has been set in din-
ing halls of the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Ma-
rine Corps since the end of the Vietham War.
The table is set to honor those who have served
in Americads Ar med
missing in action (MIAs) and those held prison-
er of war (POWSs).

Small table: t o
against many
White cloth: t o
when he
Lemon slice: t o
fate

Grains of salt: to show the tears of families wait-
ing for loved ones to return

show one

honor a
answers his
show a

peopl eds

sol di er shearthpakndesus, she Helper of,,
s a y sthe hglgless, is with you.,Jgsps,
sthe Fipdercobthe Jpst mets ¥y
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Empty chair: for the missing soldiers who are
not here.

Black napkin: for the sorrow of captivity
Glass turned over: f or t he
eaten

White candle: for peace

Red rose in a vase tied with a red ribbon:

hope that all our missing will return someday.

attention you
Area POW/MIAS)

WWII
Herman C. Kiepe, Ute: 3/28/44

me a l

name s|yle R Stepdrek, Bow Tify:S3@9/4R a 'y .

Korea
James Leslie Houston, 2/14/51
Freeman D. Satterlee, 5/14/52

Vietnam

Robert F. Rex, Odebolt: 3/7/69
Donald Sparks, Carroll: 6/17/69
Daniel W. Thomas, Danbury: 7/6/71

SIS ISISISISISISISISI>L
Beginning October 21
It wasnot suppo- -~ o
way. Loss has hacked your life.
Forced itself on you. Knocked
the wind out of you. A unique
personal experience has caused
you pain, and you feel lost. As
you lie in the wilderness of

0os e
when you have nowhere to turn and sets you on

a new path. Beginning October 21 we will begin
reading and learning how God meets us in our
losses with His Word of hope. We will use the

book Hope When Your Heart Breaks which has

short, three -page chapters, each concluding
with a Psalm and reflection questions. We will

For ¢ &fer this®SpBriarfty tRd tin¥s onf TRRs8Es

at 10 a.m. Pastor Kaiser will guide those who
gather, and at 6:30 p.m. Pastor Mahnken will

s ol di e tegdsthe reflegtion. | is pos negegsary to come

every week, so please

s ol di ehagesan geepsiogal sghedule conflict. Samples
c o u n ofrthesbeok @rg jon the tabledin the Narthex
capt i ve (peaselgavethed so eyeiyane has opportunity

to view the content), and will cost $15; ebook
versions are available for $15.99. Please call if
you have questions. We hope you can join us!

for the

need to

tf
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Rev. Pedro Lopez

Asst. to the President
Missionary at Laorge, IDW
pedro@iowadistrictwest.org
5716067600 (cell)

Since my arrival in this part of the kingdom of God, serving our Hispanic brothers, sisters and others,
everything has been great! Meeting amazing people, both in the Hispanic Community and our Anglo
brothers and sisters, everybody is so ready to help and be part of the new phase of our Hispanic

outreach. We thank God for the many pastors and their families who were here before us, for the great servi
ed, guided by God; for the many volunteers congregations, organizations and the District that have supporte
through the years. Our future looks very promising. Future mission opportunities include:

*ESL classes for the newcomers and immigrant*A retreat at Camp Okoboji

*Qur annual, joint, bilingual Thanksgiving in Odélaitistmas posadas

*Citizenship classes for those future citizens of our great country

Please keep our ministry and all these events and outreach opportunities in your prayers. ~ Pastor Pedro Lo

MEMBERS OF IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN SCHLESWIG, IOWA
COME FOR A SPECIAL SATURDAY NIGHT SERVICE!

On Saturday evening, August 21, 2021, we were
honored to have a special Mission Service at
Mission Central. The Rev. Merle F. Mahnken,
Pastor of Immanuel Lutheran Church of Schleswig,
Iowa and Rev. Kurt Kaiser brought their
congregation to the Lord’s Mission Central for a
special Mission Service. Pictured are the Pastors
and Rev. David Baker, veteran pastor from Asia. It
truly was a special evening.

Pictured below are some of the people enjoying the evening service. Prior to the service, we
were blessed to have a special meal. Ryan Kragel is pictured serving his special meat dish.

5 Ther ke disciples of all natio
he Son and of the Holy Spit




