
On the last Sunday of this month we will          

observe Reformation Sunday. On October 31, 1517 

Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses to the door of the 

Castle Church in Wittenburg, Germany. He intend-

ed the theses to provide an opportunity to debate 

the sale of indulgences, which promised the        

forgiveness of sins to those who paid the price for 

an indulgence.  

Through his studies of the Bible, God gave      

Luther the understanding and faith that sins are   

forgiven freely for Christ’s sake, and this              

forgiveness is given to those who believe. The 

sparks from Martin Luther’s pen and tongue ignited 

the Reformation. The fire burned brightly and 

blazed three truths that are found in the Scriptures 

and have been known and believed in the       

Christian church throughout the ages, even if at 

times they have been obscured: we are saved by 

grace alone, through faith alone, and this is made 

known to us through Scripture alone.  

God’s Word is the final word. Luther brought all 

of his thinking, teaching, writing, and preaching 

under the authority of God’s Word. Where God’s 

Word had something to say, Luther would speak. 

Where God’s Word was silent on a topic, Luther 

said we must also not speak, but trust what God has 

provided. 

Martin Luther was ready to die rather than give 

up the truth of God’s Word, because God’s Word 

gives us the Good News of Jesus our Savior, the 

message which alone can save. He understood the 

salvation and the daily and eternal comfort of       

sinners like us was given to us by God in His Word. 

When Luther was called before the Pope’s    

representative and the Emperor himself at a    

meeting known as the Diet of Worms (a meeting 

held in Worms, Germany), he was asked to take 

back his writings by which he had said the Roman 

Catholic church had taught falsely and was leading 

people astray from the truth and comfort of God’s 

Word. If Luther would not take back his writings—if 

he did not recant—he would have a death penalty 

put on him. Martin Luther would not recant. He 

boldly and clearly declared, “Unless I can be  

instructed and convinced with evidence from the 

Holy Scriptures or with open, clear, and distinct 

grounds and reasoning—and my conscience is 

captive to the Word of God—then I cannot and 

will not recant, because it is neither safe nor wise 

to act against conscience.” He then added, “Here 

I stand. I can do no other. God help me! Amen.” 

Martin Luther particularly loved the Psalms. 

He said we must read the Psalms with the help of 

the Holy Spirit, and added, “They are like a 

school for the attitudes of the heart.” 

“For example, when you read in Psalm 1, 

’Blessed is the person who does not follow the 

advice of wicked people,’ you must actually     

reject the advice that wicked people give you 

When you read, ’He delights in the teachings of 

the Lord,’ you shouldn’t take it easy and pat 

yourself on the back as if you were a person who 

already loved the Lord’s teachings. For as long 

as you live you will need to think of yourself as a 

person who desperately needs to love God’s 

teachings even more.”  

“Don’t think that you are being asked to do 

the impossible. All you need to do is try, and I 

know you will be glad you did. First, practice on 

one psalm or even one verse of a psalm. You will 

be successful as soon as you have learned how to 

make just one verse come alive and live in your 

heart—even if it takes a day or a whole week.  … 

Just be careful you don’t let weariness and dis-

couragement prevent you from getting started” 

Dr. Luther once wrote this note in someone’s 

Bible, “Nothing is more beautiful in the eyes of 

God than a soul that loves to hear His Word.” 

Faithfully and thoughtfully seek the Lord and His 

blessings given through the lively voice of His 

Word and join in praying, “Lord, keep us stead-

fast in Your Word!” 

Your fellow servant for Christ.   

 Pastor Mahnken 
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Rocky & Robin Ellerbeck ..................... October 3, 1992 

Todd & Tara Jepsen ............................. October 3, 2004 

Dustin & Jessica Ogren ........................ October 4, 2008 

Ryan & Kayla Morgan .......................... October 7, 2006 

Cody & Brittany Bremser...................... October 8, 2016 

Loren & Marlene Lee ........................... October 10, 1964 

Peter & Elaine Teut ............................. October 10, 1964 

Ryan & Laura Ernst ............................. October 11, 2008 

Jordan & Sara Lickteig ......................... October 11, 2015 

Bruce & Cyndi Paulsen ........................ October 12, 1974 

Roger & Linda Prussing ....................... October 13, 1973 

Eric & Dolly Swearingen ...................... October 13, 2012 

Jamos & Gina Schmidt ......................... October 15, 2010 

Marvin & Eileen Streck ........................ October 15, 1963 

Derek & Rebecca Teut ......................... October 15, 2005 

Darren & Kelly Wessel ......................... October 17, 1992 

Tim & Lila Bubke ................................ October 20, 1978 

Tyler & Sadie Jacobsen ........................ October 23, 2021 

Alex & Tammy Harm ........................... October 31, 2020 

 
Please notify the office of any  

omissions or corrections. 
 

       

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

October 1………………….…..Dustin Reese 

October 2.……………..…....Keenan Beeck 

Jean Rohlf 

October 6…………..……….....Tammy Hill 

October 7……………………Sadie Jacobsen 

Troy Kluender 

October 8….……….….Samantha Prussing 

Lodean Voss 

October 9……..….………...Becky Schwarz 

October 10…………..…….Daniel Prussing 

October 12……..…...……...Melissa Aldag 

Aaron Schwarz 

October 13……………..……..…...Judy Lee 

October 14….……….Christina Martinson 

October 15………....…...…...Bobbi Jepsen 

October 16………...…...…...Cohen Shafer 

October 17…..………………Thomas Groth 

Michael Korner 

October 18…………..………..Gail Hatfield 

Gordon Quandt 

Eileen Streck 

Peggy Wunschel 

October 20…………….….…….Brian Rothe 

October 21……...…...James Friedrichsen 

Brady Peters 

October 22………………….….Ava Hatcher 

Michael Jepsen 

Koen Miller 

October 23……………….....…..Josh Beeck 

October 25………….………….....Josh Teut 

October 26…………….…...…...Larry Abbe 

Jodi Bruhn 

Jackie Palmer 

October 28…..……..……..Chris Mahnken 

October 29…..……...Marlys Haberberger 

Calvin Johannsen 

Janice Schultz 

October 30………..….Lillie Petersen (103) 

October 31……………….….Doris Nahnsen 

Jerrie Wigg 
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SATURDAY WORSHIP AND 
TIME CHANGE 

Please remember our Saturday 
p.m. worship time changes to a 

4:00 p.m. starting time beginning 
on Saturday, November 5.  

Our Saturday worship will begin at this 
time throughout these weeks of late fall 

and winter. 

And remember to change your clocks 
when you get back home on November 5 
as Daylight Savings Time ends that night!! 

Special Door Offerings for Support 

of Lutheran Family Service  

Over the next three years, Lutheran 

Family Service will carry out the $2.8 

million Healthy Together initiative to 

equip LFS to accomplish what God has prepared them to 

do – grow their mental health counseling capacity to serve 

all church workers in Iowa and across the Greater         

Midwest!  

Our Iowa District West in Convention pledged to give 

$400,000 from endowments as a catalyst to this effort.    

Other funds will come from congregations and individual 

donors.  

Our Voters at our July meeting designated two door-

offerings in support of this effort. The final offering will be 

received Sunday, October 16. 
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Iowa District West Youth Gatherings 

Junior Youth Gathering 
October 22-23, 2022 

 

The Sheraton-West Des Moines 
Topic: Apostles Creed 
Theme Verse: 1 Corinthians 6:11 
 

“And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” 

 
Senior Youth Gathering 
November 18-20, 2022 

 

Holiday Inn at the Airport-Des Moines 
Theme Verse: 1 Peter 3:15 
 

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared 
to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the     
reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness 
and respect.” 

Mark your calendars for an Oktoberfest 

Meal at Immanuel! 

October 30 serving from 11:00 a.m. — 

1:00 p.m.  More details to come! 

Annual IOWAY Celebration & Ellie’s retirement 

Celebrate what God has done through IOWAY 

and wish Ellie Menz well as she retires as the         

IOWAY Director.  
 

Sunday, November 6, 2022 

Open House 2:00-6:00 p.m. with main pro-

gram at 3:30 p.m.  

St. Paul Lutheran Church 

400 S. 13th ST. 

Fort Dodge, IA  50501 

A new opportunity for        

faith growth & fellowship!!  

Sunday, October 9, at 5 p.m., we will have our first session 

of Church 101.  

Church 101 will begin with an hour addressing topics     

requested by participants, and will include 15 minutes of 

Q&A. Then we will have a light supper together. We plan 

for the entire time to wrap up in 90 minutes. Babysitting 

will be provided. We hope Church 101 will meet monthly.  

Please contact Rachel Jacobson (712-267-3990), Pastor 

Mahnken (712-269-6364) or our Church Office if you plan 

to join us for the meal or if you will want babysitting so we 

can be prepared.  

It has been said you don’t know what you don’t know! 

Come and learn more about our Christian faith and our life 

together in Church 101! 

CHURCH 101CHURCH 101CHURCH 101   
RALLY SUNDAY 2022 

Sunday School Rally Day was held Sunday, Sept. 11. 
Bibles and special books were presented to children 
ages 3, and in grades 1, 3 & 5.  

During the Sunday School hour students were split 
into teams for a Bible scavenger hunt. First, they had 
to fill in the blank of the Bible verse and then hunt 
around the church for that item to take their picture 
with.  

It was a great way to kick off the new Sunday School 
year! 

 

 



~ THE LWML INVITES  

ALL LADIES ~ 
 

The LWML met on the first of       

September. Pastor led a Bible Study on Gideon, 

showing us what God can do through His people 

when they put their trust in Him. 
 

Plans for Immanuel’s Calf Show Dinner were  

finalized and letters to church members were  

prepared for mailing. 
 

Information was provided on the upcoming     

Retreat at Mission Central on September 24th 

and we were reminded of the Fall LWML Rally 

at Zion on September 29th. 
 

Information on display cases for the confirmation 

pictures was presented. Coleen and Karen will 

continue to work on that project. 
 

Karen and Donna offered to continue in their 

current positions of Vice President and Secretary. 
 

We then enjoyed a time of Christian fellowship as 

well as desserts provided by Nancy and Karen.  
 

Donna Harm, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are pleased to announce that we served 
677 dinners after the Calf Show Days parade 
on Saturday, September 17.  

 

Thanks to all who attended!!  
 

A big thank you to everyone who donated 
money or made desserts, and thanks to you 
who volunteered and helped us in any way on 
Friday and Saturday as we prepared for and 
served the chicken dinner. 

Mulberry Park 

By Judy Duarte 
 

The book entitled Mulberry Park, written by 

Judy Duarte, is a read to remember. It is the  

story of Claire Harper, who happened to run past 

a huge mulberry tree while jogging in the park. 

A letter written by six-year-old Analisa falls 

from the tree as Claire passes by. In this letter, 

Analisa is asking God to look after her parents in 

heaven and help those she loves still on earth. 

After she reads the letter, Claire decides to write 

back in order to preserve Analisa’s faith in God, 

even though she has lost her own faith due to the 

fact that her son was killed in a hit and run     

accident and her marriage has failed. Analisa’s 

letter gradually draw Claire out of her cocoon 

and into the companionship of other Mulberry 

park regulars. This is a touching story of grief, 

love, and forgiveness that reminds us that God is 

everywhere if we let Him into our hearts.  
 

We have so many good fiction books —   

mystery, western, or historical and nonfiction 

books including biographies, self-help and       

devotional. A new addition is the devotional 

book, Kissed by the King, written and self-

published by our very own preschool teacher, 

Leslie Gustafson. This is such an uplifting,    

wonderful devotional filled with everyday     

happenings and events with praises to God on 

every page. Leslie weaves God and His hand into 

each daily aspect of our ordinary lives—every 

story is an uplifting, humorous, thought-

provoking read. Check it out and if you like (I 

think you will) contact Mrs. Gustafson for your 

own copy — all proceeds go back to her church. 
 

As I mentioned in the previous paragraph, 

your church library gives you access to a large 

variety of books that our library group provides. 

This group is always on the lookout for good, 

reasonably priced books for your enjoyment. If 

you wish to donate good Christian books,       

children or adult, or Christian DVD’s—or if you 

wish to help with a monetary gift, it would be so 

very much appreciated. Also, our library group 

is small so if anyone wishes to join us, you would 

most certainly be welcomed. 

     —Submitted by Karen Wood 
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From Your library . . .  
“Have we got a book for you!”  
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African Radio Ministries—News 
 

Dear Mission friends, 
 

Liberia is giving thanks to God for the expansion of 

His Kingdom. On August 7, 2022, four adults and four 

children were baptized as a result of hearing the 

Good News on the African Radio Ministries broadcast.  
 

Rev. Ezekiel Saah said, “During our presentation of 

the Gospel on the radio, Henry Tamba and Fayiah 

Saah began visiting our congregation in Foya. After 

attending services for some time, they said, ‘We want 

to be baptized!’ So I invited them to attend Bible    

classes. Each of them came along with wives and their 

children to the classes. When they completed the 

baptism session and two months of instruction, they 

were all baptized. They have set out on their new 

Christian journey with courage and a strong desire to 

share their faith with those around them. The            

excitement was so high in their lives!” 
 

The Foya District, like so many ELCLS churches in  

Liberia, is passionate about raising up dynamic       

disciples of Jesus Christ and have put several          

programs in place to do so. Foya District holds  

monthly leadership training to raise up, unify and 

equip the pastors, lay leaders and evangelists. 
 

Other Bible Study opportunities are held for topics 

such as: Christian marriage, parenting and building 

relationships with others. Members are eager to learn 

what the Bible teaches about rejection, judging       

others, forgiveness and the Christian’s perspective on 

loving others. 
 

In 2001 John, then East African director for the LCMS, 

supported house churches in Arsi, Ethiopia, a        

nominally Muslim area where people are accepting 

the Good News about Jesus. A good number of the 

house churches have become thriving congregations. 

Reverend Mengistu preached to a large congregation 

there in August and celebrated the confirmation of 

thirty-six new members. Rev. Mengistu writes: 

“Another thing to praise God for is the number of  

people that are being reached by the gospel. For   

example, the federal police on different borders of 

the country have testified to me that they are         

comforted by this radio program though there is no 

church (building). The month (August) I prayed 

through telephone for more than twenty police       

service members that called to ask for prayer.”  

 
Another big praise item: Kathy and I are celebrating 

our 60th anniversary today September first. God is so 

good! 

 
Your partners in the harvest. 

John & Kathy Duitsman  
and Missionary Linda Kurtz 

 

Hello again! I am so glad we get to share information 

about your Hispanic Ministry in Iowa District West. There 

is new information to share with you to rejoice with us as 

we take the Hispanic Ministry to a new level of outreach 

and maturity. 
 

In the Denison area, we continue to meet every Sunday 

for worship and Bible Study in the afternoon. We also 

meet on Wednesdays for a morning Bible Study. I am 

talking with some families about having another Bible 

Study on Friday evenings. We also continue to work the 

details about our mid-Fall ESL class. 
 

In Storm Lake, we continue to have our Sunday morning  

worship service followed by Bible Study. We have            

confirmation and Bible Study on Wednesday evenings. 

We were privileged to have a Baptism for one of our new     

members who came from Cuba. He will be marrying one 

of our young members at Grace church Hispanic Ministry. 
 

I was blessed to be able to travel to Mexico to spend time 

with my family and celebrate God’s love with them. I 

preached at Iglesia Luterana Todos Los Santos in the city 

of Guadalajara which is the second largest and busiest 

city in Mexico. I also had the opportunity to preach at one 

of my grand-niece’s quinceanera and also had a baptism 

for another grand-niece at the same church. What a  

blessing to continue to witness God’s love with my family. 
 

I continue to meet new prospect members in the Carroll  

area. I want to thank the brothers and sisters of St. Paul in 

Carroll for their ongoing support and patience as we try 

to develop the ministry there.  
 

I thank God for opening new doors! I was invited to    

Hartley, Iowa to speak about the opportunity to develop 

Hispanic Ministry there. To my surprise, they were ready 

and eager to start some kind of outreach right away! We 

are planning an ESL class for this Fall. Gracias St. Paul’s 

leaders for your   desire to share Jesus’ message with the 

Hispanics in your area. In October, I will have the         

opportunity to lead a bilingual service at St. Paul in Ida 

Grove. 
 

September and October are full of commitments to share 

about our Hispanic ministry and culture at several LWML 

regional rallies. Thanks ladies for the opportunities you 

give me to share what God is doing among our midst! We 

are also gearing up for our next Thanksgiving bilingual 

service and the Christmas and New Year’s celebrations. 
 

Please keep us in your prayers and hearts as we strive to 

represent you among our ever-growing Hispanic             

Community, gracias and bendiciones.  
 

Bendiciones, 

Rev. Pedro L. Lopez 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

It’s that time of year again. Yep, it’s 
the time of year when the little    
people teach the big people what our 
faith should look like! We’re only 
three weeks into the year and the 
lessons are already pouring into our 
lives. (I suppose it’s always possible 
that I am in need of more spiritual 
maturity than the norm too!) 
 

Our Family Night is this Thursday, 
September 15.  I agree, placing it the 
same week as Calf Show Days may not 
have been the wisest decision, but 
here we are! We’ve been talking about 
all the fun we get to have in        
preparation. One of the planned     
activities is to fly kites. Yesterday, 
one of our students offered to pray 
over the upcoming event. I hear in 
the sweetest voice, “God, please help 
the wind to be blowing enough to fly 
our kites at Family Night. Not tonight 
but on Family Night. And God, please 
don’t let it blow too hard because 
then we won’t be able to fly kites    
either.”  I mean honestly, I have no 
doubt the weather is going to be  
perfect for flying kites! If I were 
God (which thankfully I am not), I’d 
answer that prayer with a lovely   
gentle breeze perfect for keeping 
kites airborne.   
 

What struck me the most about his 
prayer (FYI: Prayer has been our 
theme this week) was the               
authenticity and specificity. He didn’t 
pretend he didn’t want what he   
wanted. While I realize giving us   
perfect weather may not be God’s top 
priority, I have no doubt His heart 
was bursting with joy to have one of 
His children come to Him with such a 

specific request.  A request which would 
not only fill his own evening with fun, but 
it would also fill his family, classmates, 
and families with a special experience. I 
could sense the Holy Spirit leading the 
prayer and am enthusiastically anticipat-
ing lots of kites soaring in the sky of 
God’s creation tomorrow evening!   
 

The whole scenario reminded me of the 
verse in Genesis 3:10. God was looking 
for Adam in the garden. Adam’s response 
to God was “..I heard the sound of You in 
the garden, and I was afraid, because I 
was naked, and I hid myself.” It’s so easy 
to try and hide parts of ourselves from 
God. I’m not sure why we do it. He knows 
us whether we’re hiding or not. The 
morning class learned about Jonah last 
week and we talked a bit about Jonah 
trying to hide from God too. It just 
doesn’t work. The little boy praying   
wasn’t hiding anything. He was honest and 
open. He was obeying the part of    
Scripture which tells us to make our    
requests known unto the Lord. He knew 
the heart of God. In fact, he was so  
confident in the heart of the Father 
that he was assured he would be loved no 
matter what he shared or asked for in 
that moment. I pray we all surrender 
those parts of our hearts we think we’re 
hiding. It’s in our vulnerability that we 
can truly experience the love of Jesus. 
It’s when someone really knows us and 
still loves us that we can truly be who 
God created us to be. We have that love 
in Jesus. I pray today will be a day we all 
surrender a few more of our hidden   
corners and openly receive all the love, 
grace, and forgiveness God is offering.  
Oh, the joy of learning from a child.   
 

Blessings to you!  

Mrs. Gustafson 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 LWML Sunday 
 

9 a.m. Worship 
w/HC 
10:15 SS & BC  
 
11:30 a.m. 
Elder’s Meeting 

3 
 
Preschool 

4 
 
Preschool 
 
 
 
 

5 
 

6:30 Bible Study 
 
p.m. Preschool 
 
Confirmation 

6 
 

Preschool 
 
1:30 p.m. LWML 
 
6:30 p.m.  
Study-Hope 
 
 

7 
 

1 
 
5 p.m.  
Worship w/HC 
 
—————————- 

8 
 
5 p.m.  
Worship w/HC 

9 
 

9 a.m. Worship  
10:15 SS & BC  
 
1 p.m. Schleswig 
Sharks 4-H  
 
5 p.m. Church 101 
 

10 Columbus 
Day 
 
Preschool 

11 
 
Preschool 
 
8 a.m. Pastors’ 
Conference @ 
Faith, Holstein 
 
7 p.m. Church 
Council Meeting 

12 
 
6:30 Bible Study 
 
p.m. Preschool 
 
Confirmation 

13 
 
Preschool 
 
9 a.m. Quilting 
 
6:30 p.m.  
Study-Hope 

14 15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 p.m. 
Worship w/HC 
 

16 
 

9 a.m. Worship 
w/HC 
10:15 SS & BC  
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
No Preschool 
 
6:15 pm Supper 
7 pm Voters’ 
Meeting  
 
 

18 
 
Preschool 
 
Messenger  
Deadline for  
November issue 
 
 

19 
 
6:30 Bible Study 
 
p.m. Preschool 
 

1 p.m.  
Volunteers to 
OGT 
 
Confirmation 
 

20 
 
Preschool 
 
 

6:30 p.m.  
Study-Hope 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 

22 
 
IDW Jr. Youth 
Gathering in Des 
Moines 
 
 
 
5 p.m.  
Worship w/HC 

23 

 
9 a.m. Worship 
10:15 SS & BC  
 
IDW Jr. Youth 
Gathering in Des 
Moines 
 

 
 

24 
 
Preschool 
 
 
 

25 
 

Preschool 

26 
 
6:30 Bible Study 
 
p.m. Preschool 
 
8:45 a.m.  
Newsletter  
Assemblage 
 
Confirmation 

27 
 
No Preschool 
 
9 a.m. Quilting 
 
6:30 p.m.  
Study-Hope 

28 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 p.m.  
Worship w/HC 

30 
 

9 a.m. Worship 
w/HC 
10:15 SS & BC  
 

11 am-1pm  
Oktoberfest Meal 

31 Reformation 
Day 
Halloween 
 
Preschool 

     
REMINDER: 

Saturday   
evening       

worship time 
moves from     
5 pm to 4 pm 

beginning   
Saturday,    

November 5 

Immanuel Lutheran Church,                    

Schleswig, Iowa 

OCTOBER 2022OCTOBER 2022OCTOBER 2022   

Preschool  
Mon., Tues., Thurs.:  8:00 a.m.—3:10 p.m.                                                                             
Wed.:  11:45 a.m.—3:10 p.m. 
 

Confirmation 
5th grade:  3:30 p.m.—5:15 p.m. 

6th, 7th & 8th grade:  6:15 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 
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IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL  
LUTHERAN CHURCH  

501 Glad St.  PO Box 27   Schleswig, Iowa 51461 
 

Change Service  
Requested 

T HE IM MAN UE L M E SS E NG ER 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CH URCH 
501 Glad St.  PO Box 27   Schleswig, Iowa 51461 

                        Office: 712-676-2235   

Saturday Worship at 5 p.m. w/HC          

Sunday Worship at 9 a.m. HC on first & third Sundays 

Sunday School and Bible Classes at 10:15 a.m. 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 

E-mail: immansch@iowatelecom.net    

                      or: markey@iowatelecom.net          

Website: www.immanuelschleswig.com     

“Like” us on Facebook 

Pastor: Merle F. Mahnken— 

Home Ph.: 712-676-2242   Cell Ph.: 712-269-6364  

Assisting Pastor: Kurt Kaiser   

 Cell Ph.: 712-269-8452  
Office: Amanda Bruhn and Valerie Teut 

Preschool: Leslie Gustafson  

Organist: Marlene Hight 

Janitor: Jolene Whiteing 

Snow Removal and Lawn Care: 

Ryan Jepsen; 712-790-1603 

Loren and Janice Jepsen               


