THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 6, 2026
“Humbly Caring for One Another”

THE WELCOME

The focus of the Readings is clear. We have a Savior who has come to find the lost and restore
them through forgiveness, and we have a purpose in speaking this Gospel to the whole world.
This is not an easy calling. The lost often do not want to be found, and the wicked are content
in their ways. We act not as self-appointed guardians of the truth but as instruments of God,
through whom He speaks His Word of love to the lost and erring and by whom they are saved.
The most difficult application is always to those who have fallen from the faith into error or sin.
Our greatest temptation is to surrender them to their error or sin. Our greatest calling is to
address them with the voice of God’s Word through whom the Spirit works to restore the lost.
Today we pray that we will not be distracted from this goal and purpose.

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession that, as He says, our
Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to
drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our
Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to
forgive that we may love as He forgives and loves us.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm
and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any
who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a belief different from that of this congregation
and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked
to first speak with the Pastor. Visitors who have previously spoken with the Pastor, and who
received permission to commune, do not need to seek permission for subsequent visits to this
altar. For further study, see: Matthew 5:23f, 10:32f, 18:15-35, 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.



THE OPENING HYMN #605 “Father Welcomes”
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Text and tune: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM (Saturday) (page 268 in the hymnal)
The Baptism of Milo Roger Riessen

THE INVOCATION (Sunday only)
P: In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P: Beloved in the Lord. Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, imploring Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions to the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.)

QUOT



P: O almighty God,

C: Merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities
with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now and
forever. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You
of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and
death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor
sinful being.

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the " Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen. [John 20:19-21]

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray; O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants,
Your holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by Your
merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

(please be seated)

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 33:7-9 (ESV)

So you, son of man, | have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a
word from My mouth, you shall give them warning from Me. If | say to the wicked, O wicked one,
you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked
person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood | will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked
to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but
you will have delivered your soul.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

THE EPISTLE Romans 13:1-10 (ESV)

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from
God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities
resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a
terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then
do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is God's servant for your good. But if
you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an
avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore one must be in subjection,
not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. For because of this you also
pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. Pay to all what is
owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to
whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. Owe no one anything, except to love
each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. For the commandments, “You
shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and



any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
(please stand)

THE ALLELUIA VERSE (sung) (page 205)

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:1-20 (ESV)
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”
And calling to Him a child, He put him in the midst of them and said, “Truly, | say to you, unless
you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever
humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever receives one
such child in My name receives Me, but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in
Me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to
be drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary
that temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! And if your hand or
your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled
or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. And if your eye causes
you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with
two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. See that you do not despise one of these little ones.
For | tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is in heaven.
What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he
not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? And if
he finds it, truly, | say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went
astray. So it is not the will of My Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should
perish. If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If
he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others
along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.
If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church,
let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly, | say to you, whatever you bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again |
say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by My
Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in My name, there am | among them.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.



THE NICENE CREED (Sunday only)
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit
of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by
the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

(please be seated)

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
TI;IE HYMN OF THE DAY #852 “O God of Mercy, God of Might”
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THE SERMON “Humbly Caring for One Another” Text: Matthew 18:1-20



THE PRESENTATION OF OUR OFFERINGS
THE HYMN #612 “As Rebels, Lord, Who Foolishly Have Wandered”
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Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990
Tune: © 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990

(please stand)
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(Each petition concludes with the following response: “Let us pray to the Lord,” “Lord, have mercy.”)

THE LORD'S PRAYER (Sunday only)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
(please be seated)



THE DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
#6;20 “Jesus Comes Today with Healing”
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5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor,
Whose own feast of love | savor,
Bidden by His gracious call.
Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me,
Fits me for the royal hall.

6 Now have | found consolation,
Comfort in my tribulation,

Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
Cleanses me from sin and error,

Makes my wounded spirit whole.

Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990
Tune: Public domain



#725 “Children of the Heavenly Father”

h “ [—
[ I f ! 1 [ | ]
| W v} | — | 1 1 | ] | | I — I |
[ o TR I | 1 ] ‘I } | I 1
I Chil - dren of the heav’n - ly Fa - ther Safe - ly
2 God His own doth tend and nour - ish; In His
3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er From the
4 Though He giv - eth or He tak - eth, God His
{4 [r—
[ AT I | 1 | | L | - ]
Hey to—* 25 5 i ‘ ——. . ——
Y ! o o ! —
in His bos - om gath - er; Nest-ling bird nor star in
ho - ly courts they flour-ish. From all e - wvil things He
Lord His chil -dren sev - er; Un - to them His grace He
chil - dren ne’er for - sak - eth; His the lov - ing  pur - pose
) # ‘ B
i ! E———— : —— —
== —————— - —
heav - en Such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
spares them; In His might - ¥ arms He  bears them.
show - eth, And their sor - rows all He  know - eth.
sole - ly To pre - serve  them pure and ho - ly.
#709 “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
£ | ‘ — .
[ ¥ I I T 1 1T I 1 I I I | ]
|| — d :l } ,4I | 1‘ 1‘ i—*l | |
I = J‘ r [ = i 1 ‘_”-J =l
1 The King of love my shep - herd is, Whose good - ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, My ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, But yet in
4 In death’s dark vale 1 fear no ill With Thee, dear
0| ‘
| T | ) I I ]
| - I 1 T | 1 I 1
d I ] I I I ' I
fail - eth nev - er; 1 noth - ing lack if
soul He lead - eth  And, where the ver - dant
love He  sought me  And on His shoul - der
Lord, be - side me, Thy rod and staff my
0| ‘
[—f | ¥ I L | I I T I ' I | |
cEE===s= == === ===
= l l.l. =
I am His And He is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, With food ce - les - tial feed - eth
gent - ly laid And home re - joic - ing brought me.
com - fort still, Thy cross be - fore to guide me.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

6 And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!

(please stand)



THE DISMISSAL

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting. Depart & in peace.

C: Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P: Grant us grace, O Lord, that what we have here received with our lips we may keep with
pure hearts, and, through the gift granted to us in this Communion, be granted courage to
proclaim this Gospel to the lost and erring, restoring them to the fellowship of the baptized
to live with us a life worthy of our calling as the people of God; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
C: Amen.
(please be seated)

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS



