THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 21, 2025
“The Money Test”

THE WELCOME

TI;’IE OPENING HYMN #730 “What Is the World to Me?”
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1 What is  the world to me With all its vaunt - ed plea - sure
2 The world seeks to be praised And hon-ored by the might - y

3 The world seeks af - ter wealth And all that mam-mon of - fers
4 What is  the world to me! My Je -sus is my trea - sure,
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When You, and You a - lone, Lord Je - sus, are my trea - sure!

Yet nev-er once re - flects That they are frail and flight - y.
Yet nev-er is con - tent Though gold should fill its cof - fers.
My life, my health, my wealth, My friend, my love, my plea - sure,
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You on -1y, dear - est Lord, My soul’s de - light shall
But what 1 tru - ly prize A - bove all things is
I have a  high - er good, Con-tent with it Tl
My joy, my crown, my al, My bliss e - ter - nal - ly.
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You are my peace,my rest. What is the world to me!
My Je -sus, He a - lone. What is the world to me!
My Je - sus is my wealth. What is the world to me!
Once more, then, I de - clarec What is the world to me!

(please stand)

THE INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.)

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what



we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

(please be seated)

THE PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 113 (ESV)
Praise the LORD!
Praise, O servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD!
Blesséd be the name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore!
From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the LORD is to be praised!
The LORD is high above all nations, and His glory above the heavens!
Who is like the LORD our God, who is seated on high,
who looks far down on the heavens and the earth?
He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap,
to make them sit with princes, with the princes of His people.
C: He gives the barren woman a home, making her the joyous mother of children.
Praise the LORD!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

QUOTOT

S

THE HYMN OF PRAISE #814 “O Bless the Lord, My Soul”
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1 O bless the Lord, my soul! Let all with - in me join
2 O Dbless the Lord, my soul, Nor let His mer - cies lie
3 'Tis He for-gives thy sins; °'Tis He re - lieves thy pain;
4 He crowns thy life with love ~ When ran - somed from the grave;
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And aid my tongue to bless His name Whose fa - vors are di-vine.
For-got-ten in  un-thank-ful - ness And with -out prais-es die!
"Tis He that heals thy sick-ness - es And makes thee young a - gain.
He that re-deemed my soul from hell Hath sov - ’reign pow’r to save.

5) He fills the poor with good; 6) His wondrous works and ways
He gives the suff’rers rest. He made by Moses known,
The Lord hath judgments for the proud But sent the world His truth and grace
And justice for the oppressed. By His belovéd Son.



THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray. O Lord, keep Your Church in Your perpetual mercy; and because without You
we cannot but fall, preserve us from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to
our salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Amos 8:4-7 (ESV)

Hear this, you who trample on the needy and bring the poor of the land to an end, saying, “When
will the new moon be over, that we may sell grain? And the Sabbath, that we may offer wheat
for sale, that we may make the ephah small and the shekel great and deal deceitfully with false
balances, that we may buy the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals and sell the
chaff of the wheat?” The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: “Surely | will never forget any
of their deeds.”

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

THE EPISTLE 1 Timothy 2:1-7 (ESV)

First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made
for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet
life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our
Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there
is one God, and there is one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave
Himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. For this | was
appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, | am not lying), a teacher of the
Gentiles in faith and truth.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
(please stand)

THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 16:1-15 (ESV)
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus] also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were
brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. And he called him and said to him,
‘What is this that | hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, for you can no
longer be manager.” And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall | do, since my master is taking
the management away from me? | am not strong enough to dig, and | am ashamed to beg. |
have decided what to do, so that when | am removed from management, people may receive
me into their houses.” So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How
much do you owe my master?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.” He said to him, “Take your
bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.” Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’
He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.” The



master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are
more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light. And I tell you, make
friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive
you into the eternal dwellings. One who is faithful in very little is also faithful in much, and one
who is dishonest in very little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been faithful in the
unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful in
that which is another's, who will give you that which is your own? No servant can serve two
masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” The Pharisees, who were lovers of
money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed Him. And He said to them, “You are those who
justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an
abomination in the sight of God.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

THE NICENE CREED

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit
of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by
the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

(please be seated)

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



THE HYMN OF THE DAY #536 “One Thing’s Needful”
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1 One thing’s need - ful; Lord, this trea - sure Teach me high - ly
2 How were Mar - y’s thoughts de - vot - ed Her e - ter - nal
3 Wis - dom’s high - est, no - blest trea-sure, Je - sus, 1is re-
4 Noth - ing have I, Christ, to of - fer, You a - lone, my
5 There-fore You a - lone, my Sav-ior, Shall be all in
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to re - gard.  All else, though it first give plea - sure,
joy to find As in - tent each word she not - ed,
vealed in You. Let me  find in You my plea - sure,
high - est good. Noth - ing  have I, Lord, to prof - fer
all to me; Search my  heart and my be - hav - ior,
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Is a  yoke that press-es hard! Be - neath it the
At her Sav - ior’s feet re - clined! How kin - dled her
And my way - ward will sub - due, Hu - mil - i - ty

But  Your crim - son - col - ored blood. Your death on the
Root out  all hy - poc - i - sy Through all my life’s
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heart 1is still fret-ting and striv-ing, No  true, last-ing hap - pi - ness
heart, how de - vout was its feel-ing, While hear-ing the les - sons that

there and sim - plic - i - ty reign-ing, In  paths of true wis - dom my
cross has death whol-ly de-feat - ed And there-by my righ - teous-ness
pil - grim-age, guardand up-hold me, In lov - ing for-give - ness, O
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ev - er de-riv-ing. This one thing is need-ful; all oth - ers are
Christ was re - veal-ing! All earth-ly con-cerns she for - got for her
steps ev-er train-ing. If I learn from Je - sus this knowl-edge di -
ful - ly com-plet-ed; Sal - va-tion’s white rai-ments I there did ob-
Je - sus, en-fold me. This one thing is need-ful; all oth - ers are
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vain— 1 count all but loss that T  Christ may ob - tain!
Lord And found her con-tent - ment in  hear - ing His Word.
vine, The bless-ing of heav - en-ly  wis - dom is mine.
tain, And in them in glo - 1y with You I  shall reign.

vain— 1 count all but loss that I  Christ may ob - tain!



THE SERMON “The Money Test” Text: Luke 16:1-15
THE PRESENTATION OF OUR OFFERINGS “Baptized into Your Name” (#590, verse 4)

All that | am and love most dearly—Receive it all, O Lord, from me.
Let me confess my faith sincerely; Help me Your faithful child to be!
Let nothing that | am or own Serve any will but Yours alone.

(please stand)

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(Each petition concludes with the response: “Let us pray to the Lord:” “Lord, have mercy.”)

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST (7 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20)

P:

C:
P:

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven,
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to
pray:

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

(please be seated)



THE DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
#%18 “l Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”
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11 come, O Sav - ior, to Thy ta - ble, For weak and
2 Thy heart is filled with fer-vent yearn-ing That sin - ners
3Un - wor-thy though I am, O Sav - ior, Be-cause I
4 Wea - ry am I and heav-y lad - en; With sin my
5 What high - er gift can we in - her - it? It is faith’s
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wea - 1y 1s my soul; Thou, Bread of Life, a -
may sal -va - tion see Who, Lord, to Thee in
have a sin - ful heart, Yet Thou Thy  lamb wilt
soul is sore op - pressed; Re - ceive me gra - cious-
bond and sol - id base; It is the strength of
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lone art a - ble To sat - is - fy and make me whole:
faith are turn - ing; So I, a sin - ner, come to Thee.
ban - ish nev - er, For Thou my faith - ful shep-herd art:
ly and glad -den My  heart, for I am now Thy guest.
heart and spir - it, The cov - e - nant of hope and grace.
A Refrain
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Lord, may Thy bod -y and Thy blood Be for my soul the high-estgood!

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990

Tune: Public domain



| Lord of glo - ry, You bought us With Your
2 Grant wus  hearts, dear Lord, give You Glad - ly,

3 Won -drous hon - or  You giv. - en To our
4 Lord of glo - ry, You bought us With Your
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life - blood the price, Nev - er grudg - ing for the
free - ly Your own. the sun - shine of Your
hum - blest char - i - ty Your own mys -te - rious
life - blood the price, Nev - er grudg - ing for the
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lost ones That tre - men - dous sac - i - fice;
good - mness Melt our thank - less  hearts of stone
sen - tence, “You have done it all to  Me”
lost ones That tre - men - dous sac - 1 - fice.
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And with that have free - giv. - en Bless - ings
Till our cold and self - na - tures, Warmed by
Can it O gra - Mas - ter, That You
Give us  faith to  trust bold - ly, Hope, to
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count - less as the sand To the un - thank - ful
You, at length  be - lieve That more hap - py
deign  for alms to sue, Say - ing by Your
stay our souls on You; But, oh, best of

and the

and more
poor and
all Your

- vil With

bless - ed 'Tis
need - y, “Give
grac - es, With

own un - spar - ing hand.
give than to re - ceive.
I have giv’n  to you™?
love  our love re - new.



#7{581 “We Give Thee But Thine Own”
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1 We give Thee but Thine own, What - e’er the gift may be;
2 May we Thy boun - ties thus  As stew-ards true re - ceive
3 Oh, hearts are bruised and dead, And homes are bare and cold,
4 To com - fort and to bless, To find a balm for woe,
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All  that we have is Thine a-lone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.
And glad -ly, as Thou bless-est us, To Thee our first-fruits give!
And lambs for whom the Shep-herd bled Are stray-ing from the  fold.
To tend the lone and fa - ther-less Is  an-gels’work be - low.

5 The captive to release,
To God the lost to bring,
To teach the way of life and peace,
It is a Christ-like thing.

6 And we believe Thy Word,
Though dim our faith may be:
Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord,
We do it unto Thee.

(please stand)

THE DISMISSAL

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting. Depart in % peace.

C: Amen.

THE POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

P: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You call us Your children, heirs of
the blessings You bestow without any merit or worthiness in us. We thank You for the
victory won for us out of Your mercy, and for feeding us with this foretaste of the feast to
come when all Your heirs will be free from sin and sorrow; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance on you and ' give you peace.
C: Amen.
(please be seated)

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS



