THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 27, 2026
“Holding Fast to the Word of Life”

THE WELCOME
THE OPENING HYMN #590 “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy”
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1 Bap-tized in - to Your name most ho-ly, O Fa - ther, Son, and

2 My lov-ing Fa - ther, here You take me To be hence-forth Your
3 My faith-ful God, You fail me nev-er; Your prom-ise sure - ly
4 All that I am and love most dear-1 it all, O

Ho - ly Ghost, I claim a place, though weak and low - ly,
child and heir. My faith - ful Sav - ior, here You make me
will  en - dure. 0] cast me not a - way for -ev-er
Lord, from me. Let me con-fess my faith sin - cere- ly;
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A - mong Your saints, Your cho - sen host. Bur - ied with Christ and
The fruit of all Your sor - rows share. O Ho - ly  Spir - it
If words and deeds be-come im - pure. Have mer - cy when |1
Help me Your faith - ful child to  be! Let noth-ing that I
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dead to  sin, Your Spir - it now shall live with - in.
com - fort me When threat-'ning clouds a-round I see.
come de - filed; For - give, lift up, re - store  Your child.
am or own Serve an - y will  but Yours a - lone.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM (Sunday) (page 268 in the hymnal)
The Baptism of Whitley Marie Palmersheim

THE INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND ABSOLUTION

In the name of the Father and of the ** Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Hide not Your face from me.

Turn not Your servant away in anger,

O You who have been my help.

Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation!

QUOTOT

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)
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Let us confess our sins to God our Father.
I, a poor sinner, plead guilty before God of all sins. | have lived as if God did not
matter and as if | mattered most. My Lord’s name | have not honored as | should; my
worship and prayers have faltered. | have not let His love have its way with me, and
so my love for others has failed. There are those whom | have hurt, and those whom
I have failed to help. My thoughts and desires have been soiled with sin.
Is this your sincere confession?
Yes. | am sorry for all my sins, and | ask for grace that | may do better. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(please be seated)

THE PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 25:1-10
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To You, O Lord, | lift up my soul. O my God, in You | trust;

let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over me.

Indeed, none who wait for You shall be put to shame;

but all who are unfaithful will be put shame.

Make me to know Your ways, O Lord;

teach me Your paths.

Lead me in Your truth and teach me,

for You are the God of my salvation; for You | wait all the day long.
Remember Your mercy, O Lord, and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.
Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to Your
steadfast love remember me, for the sake of Your goodness, O Lord!

Good and upright is the Lord; therefore He instructs sinners in the way.

He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble His way.

All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness,

for those who keep His covenant and His testimonies.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.



THE HYMN OF PRAISE #809 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
#
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1 Great is Thy faith - ful - ness, O God my Fa - ther;
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and  har - vest,
3 Par - don for sin and a peace that en - dur - eth,

There 1is no shad - ow of turn - ing  with Thee.
Sun, moon, and stars in their cours - es a - bove
Thine own dear pres - ence to cheer and to guide;
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Thou chang-est not:  Thy com - pas - sions, they fail not;
Join with all na - ture in man - i - fold wit- ness
Strength for  to - day and bright hope for to - mor-row,
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As Thou hast been, Thou for - ev - er wilt be.

To Thy great faith - ful-ness, mer - cy, and love.

Bless - ings  all mine, with ten thou - sand be - side!

Refrain

Great is Thy faith- ful-ness! Great is Thy  faith-ful-ness!
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Morn-ing by morn - ing new mer - cies 1 see;
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Great 18 Thy  faith - ful-ness, Lord, un - to me!

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority.
Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into
all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.



THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 (ESV)

The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning
the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge’?
As | live, declares the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Behold, all
souls are Mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is Mine: the soul who sins
shall die....Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is My
way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? When a righteous person turns away from his
righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall
die. Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does
what is just and right, he shall save his life. Because he considered and turned away from all
the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. Yet the house of
Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” O house of Israel, are My ways not just? Is it not
your ways that are not just? Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according
to his ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity
be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For | have no
pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GoD; so turn, and live.”

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

THE EPISTLE Philippians 2:1-18 (ESV)

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit,
any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility
count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests,
but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ
Jesus, who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied Himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.
And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the
name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only
as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. Do all
things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God
without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as
lights in the world, holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ | may be proud that
| did not run in vain or labor in vain. Even if | am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the
sacrificial offering of your faith, | am glad and rejoice with you all. Likewise you also should be
glad and rejoice with me.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
(please stand)



THE VERSE “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” (#493, verse 5)
Be now our joy on earth, O Lord,
And be our future great reward.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Then, throned with You forever, we
Shall praise Your name eternally.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:23-32 (ESV)
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

And when He entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to Him
as He was teaching, and said, “By what authority are You doing these things, and who gave
You this authority?” Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell Me
the answer, then | also will tell you by what authority | do these things. The baptism of John,
from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves,
saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” He will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if
we say, ‘From man,” we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” So
they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And He said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what
authority | do these things. What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first
and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” And he answered, ‘Il will not,” but afterward
he changed his mind and went. And he went to the other son and said the same. And he
answered, ‘I go, sir,” but did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The
first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, | say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the
kingdom of God before you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it,
you did not afterward change your minds and believe him.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Saturday only)

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

(please be seated)



THE MEMORY VERSE The 7th Commandment & What does this mean?
from Luther’'s Small Catechism

You shall not steal. What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do
not take our neighbor’s money or possessions, or get them in any dishonest way, but
help him to improve and protect his possessions and income.

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
THE HYMN OF THE DAY #554 “O Jesus, King Most Wonderful”
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1 0 Je - sus, King most  won - der - ful!
2 When once  You vis - it dark -  ened hearts,
30 Je - sus, light of all be - low,
4 May ev - ry heart con - fess Your name,
5 Oh, may our tongues for - ev - er bless,
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(@) Con - quer - or re-nowned! O  Source of peace in -
Then truth be - gins to  shine, Then earth - ly van - 1 -
The fount of life and fire, Sur - pass - ing  all the
For - ev - er You a - dore, And, seek - ing You, it -
May we love You a - lone And ev - er in our
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ef - fa - ble In whom  all joys are  found:
ty de - parts, Then kin - dles love di - vine.
joys we  know, All that we can de - sire:
self in - flame To seek You more and  more!
lives ex - press The im - age of Your  own!

THE SERMON “Holding Fast to the Word of Life” Text: Philippians 2:1-18
(please stand)

THE PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERINGS (LSB #805)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here be-low
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(Each petition concludes with the words: “Lord, in Your mercy;” “Hear our prayer.”)

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Saturday only)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance on you and ¥ give you peace.
C: Amen.
(please be seated)

THE CLOSING HYMN #921 “On What Has Now Been Sown”
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1 On what has now been sown Thy bless-ing, Lord, be - stow;

2 To Thee our wants are known, From Thee are all our pow’rs;

3 O grant that each of us, Now met Dbe - fore Thee here,
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The pow’r is Thine a - lone To  make it sprout and grow. Do Thou

Ac - cept what is Thine own And par-don what is ours. Our prais -
May meet to- geth - er  thus When Thou and Thine ap - pear And fol -
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in grace the har - vest raise, And Thou a - lone shalt have the praise!
es, Lord, and prayers re - ceive, And to Thy Word a bless-ing give.
low Thee to heav’n, our home. E’en so, a - men, Lord Je - sus, come!

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS
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