
THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
November 16, 2025 

“Our Christian Confidence” 
  

THE WELCOME 
 

THE OPENING HYMN #508  “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near” 
  

1 The day is surely drawing near 
When Jesus, God’s anointed, 
In all His power shall appear 
As judge whom God appointed. 
Then fright shall banish idle mirth, 
And flames on flames shall ravage earth 
As Scripture long has warned us. 

 

5 My Savior paid the debt I owe 
And for my sin was smitten; 
Within the Book of Life I know 
My name has now been written. 
I will not doubt, for I am free, 
And Satan cannot threaten me; 
There is no condemnation! 

 

(please stand) 
 

THE INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.  
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
  

(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.) 
  

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal     
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
(please be seated) 

  

6 May Christ our intercessor be 
And through His blood and merit 
Read from His book that we are free 
With all who life inherit. 
Then we shall see Him face to face, 
With all His saints in that blest place 
Which He has purchased for us. 

 

7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 
But hasten our salvation; 
We often tremble on our way 
In fear and tribulation. 
O hear and grant our fervent plea: 
Come, mighty judge, and set us free 
From death and ev’ry evil. 

 



THE HYMN OF PRAISE  “Glory to God in the Highest”  (page 154 in the hymnal)  

P:  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
C: (sung) Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father:  We worship You,  
 we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of 

the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of the world; have mercy 
on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. For You 
alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, You alone are the Most High,  

 Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
  

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: (sung) And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. O Lord, almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and 

precious promises to those who trust in You. Rule and govern our hearts and minds by 
Your Holy Spirit that we may live and abide forever in Your Son, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
  

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING  Malachi 4:1-6 (ESV)   
“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will 
be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze,” says the Lord of hosts, “so that it will 
leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who fear My name, the Sun of Righteousness 
shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. And you 
shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when 
I act,” says the Lord of hosts. “Remember the law of My servant Moses, the statutes and rules 
that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before 
the great and awesome day of the Lord comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their 
children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree 
of utter destruction.” 
  

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
  

THE EPISTLE  2 Thessalonians 3:1-13 (ESV)   
Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the Word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as 
happened among you, and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men. For not all have 
faith. But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil one. And we 
have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are doing and will do the things that we 
command. May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ. 
Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from 
any brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you received from 
us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not idle when we 
were with you, nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we 
worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you. It was not because we do 
not have that right, but to give you in ourselves an example to imitate. For even when we were 
with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. For 
we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. Now such 



persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to 
earn their own living. As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good.   
  

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

(please stand) 
  

THE VERSE  (sung) 

 Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?   
 You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
  

THE HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 21:5-28 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the twenty-first chapter. 
C: (sung) Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and 
offerings, He said, “As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will not be 
left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” And they asked Him, “Teacher, 
when will these things be, and what will be the sign when these things are about to take place?” 
And He said, “See that you are not led astray. For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am 
He!' and, 'The time is at hand!' Do not go after them. And when you hear of wars and tumults, 
do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the end will not be at once.” Then 
He said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be 
great earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences. And there will be terrors and 
great signs from heaven. But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, 
delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and 
governors for My name's sake. This will be your opportunity to bear witness. Settle it therefore 
in your minds not to meditate beforehand how to answer, for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, 
which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be delivered up 
even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you they will put to death. 
You will be hated by all for My name's sake. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your 
endurance you will gain your lives. But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then 
know that its desolation has come near. Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, 
and let those who are inside the city depart, and let not those who are out in the country enter 
it, for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is written. Alas for women who are pregnant 
and for those who are nursing infants in those days! For there will be great distress upon the 
earth and wrath against this people. They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive 
among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of 
the Gentiles are fulfilled. And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth 
distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, people fainting 
with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will 
be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 
Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.” 
  

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  (sung) Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

 



THE NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for 
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 
of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again 
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

(please be seated) 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

  

THE HYMN OF THE DAY #509  “Christ Is Surely Coming”  

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1980 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990 
Tune: Public domain 

 

THE SERMON  “Our Christian Confidence”  Text: Luke 21:5-28 
 

(please stand) 
 

 



THE PRESENTATION OF OUR OFFERINGS  (pages 192-193 in the hymnal) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free Spirit. Amen. 

  

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

(Each petition concludes with this response:  “Let us pray to the Lord,”  “Lord, have mercy.”) 
  

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
  

THE PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST  (1 Corinthians 11:26 & Revelation 22:20) 

P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.   
  

THE LORD'S PRAYER  (printed inside the back cover of the hymnal) 
  

THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: (sung) Amen. 

(please be seated) 
  

THE DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
#550  “Lamb of God” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990 



#563  “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” 

 

 

 
 

5 When from the dust of death I rise 
To claim my mansion in the skies, 
This then shall be my only plea: 
Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

 
6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 

Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 
For me, and all Thy hands have made, 
An everlasting ransom paid. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



#733  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 

 

 
 
5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten as a dream 
    Dies at the op’ning day. 

 
6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last 
    And our eternal home! 

 
 

#537  “Beautiful Savior” 

 

 

 
 
 



(please stand) 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart  in peace. 
C: Amen. 
  

THE POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P: Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us the blessings of 

forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation in this Sacrament. Keep us strong in the faith until 
that day when our Lord returns and faith is turned to joyous sight; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
  

THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance on you and  give you peace. 
C: (sung) Amen.     

(please be seated) 
 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS  


