The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 18, 2021
“Being Joined and Built Together in Christ”
THE WELCOME
THE OPENING HYMN #654 “Your Kingdom, O God, Is My Glorious Treasure”
THE INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.)

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

THE HYMN OF PRAISE #912 “Christ is Our Cornerstone”

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: (sung) And also with you.
P: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your goodness, still You provide
for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may acknowledge
Your gifts, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
(please be seated)

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 23:1-6 (ESV)
“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture!” declares
the LORD. Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds
who care for My people: “You have scattered My flock and have driven them away,
and you have not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you for your evil deeds,
declares the LORD. Then I will gather the remnant of My flock out of all the countries
where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be
fruitful and multiply. I will set shepherds over them who will care for them, and they
shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be missing, declares the LORD.
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and He shall reign as King and deal wisely, and shall execute justice
and righteousness in the land. In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell
securely. And this is the Name by which He will be called: ‘The LORD is our
righteousness.’
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

THE EPISTLE Ephesians 2:13-22 (ESV)
Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called "the
uncircumcision" by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by
hands--remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope
and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have
been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who has made
us both one and has broken down in His flesh the dividing wall of hostility by
abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that He might create in
Himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us
both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. And He came
and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. For
through Him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no
longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of

the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ
Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In Him you also are being built together
into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

THE ALLELUIA VERSE (sung)

(page 156 in the hymnal)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, Alleluia.

THE HOLY GOSPEL Mark 6:30-44 (ESV)
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter.
C: (sung) Glory to You, O Lord.

The apostles returned to Jesus and told Him all that they had done and taught. And He
said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For
many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went
away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves. Now many saw them going and
recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of
them. When He went ashore He saw a great crowd, and He had compassion on them,
because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And He began to teach them many
things. And when it grew late, His disciples came to Him and said, “This is a desolate
place, and the hour is now late. Send them away to go into the surrounding
countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” But He answered
them, “You give them something to eat.” And they said to Him, “Shall we go and buy
two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?” And He said to them,
“How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” And when they had found out, they
said, “Five, and two fish.” Then He commanded them all to sit down in groups on the
green grass. So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. And taking the
five loaves and the two fish He looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the
loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the people. And He divided the two
fish among them all. And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve
baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. And those who ate the loaves were five
thousand men.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: (sung) Praise to You, O Christ.

THE NICENE CREED

(Printed inside the back cover of the hymnal)

THE BIBLE MEMORY VERSE FOR JULY 2 Corinthians 12:9 (ESV)
“My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.”

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE HYMN OF THE DAY #644 “The Church’s One Foundation”

5 Yet she on earth has union With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won.
O blessèd heav’nly chorus! Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us, May see You face to face.

THE SERMON “Being Joined and Built Together in Christ”

Text: Ephesians 2:13-22

THE PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERINGS (LSB #805)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here be-low
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
(Each petition concludes with the following response: “Let us pray to the Lord;” “Lord, have mercy.”)

THE LORD'S PRAYER

(printed inside the back cover of the hymnal)

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance on you and  give you peace.
C: (sung) Amen.

