__Radon Gas

. National Radon Act|on Month is January : SEPA
It is vital to understand the effects of radon gas on What is radon? Radon hmncammgradmdwe i
jyour health and hOW you can prOtECt your health You cant seq radon Andyaucsmsme\lltm_t:stefl Bum_naybeaymmmmyawhamt
tand others from the harm that radon gas can : .~ Test your home for radoh today.
.cause. : : ‘

Radon is a naturally occurring radloactlve gas that is naturally in the atmosphere in
trace amounts.

‘= Radon can be trapped in a building as it moves through the ground to the air above
through cracks and other holes in the foundation where it can build up.

Any home, new, old, with or without basements, well sealed and even drafty homes
can have radon problems.

Radon can be found all over the United States and lowa

Radon exposures mostly occurs inside homes, schools and workplaces.

The only way to determine radon levels is testing. Testing is inexpensive and easy to
do. Testing can be done either by a professional or with a do-lt-yourself home test kit.
/= Check out how to test your child care center or home at i ¢

zgests mitigating if levels are at or above 4 picocuries/liter. Usually, radon problems are
Vﬁxed using an underground ventilation system or by increasing the rate of air changes in
Ethe building.
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 TokeRctionTestiorRadon

. lowa has the largest percentage (or 71.6%) of

' homes above the US Environmental Protection

. Agency action level of 4pCi/L.

¢ lowais designated by the EPA as azone 1
state, which means that at least 50% of the s
homes are above EPA's recommended action ; ,uim;:mmgm
level.

¢ An estimated 400 deaths per year in lowa
are caused by radon induced lung cancer.
That is approximately the same number of lowans who die in traffic accidents each
year.

¢ Toobtain a low cost test kit: Contact your local county health department orcall 1
-800-383-5992 to purchase a do-it-yourself, low-cost test kit. Test kits are also availa-
ble for purchase from most hardware and home improvement stores. If you would
like an lowa certified measurement professional to test your home see the list or




