
Finding Strength 
  

 Some days, it’s just hard to get out of bed.   

Maybe you didn’t even sleep very well. Too much 

on your mind, which means too much on your 

heart. Heavy. Really just can’t stand it. Tears run 

down your cheeks. You don’t even know why, but 

of course you do. Or maybe you just feel angry. 

Whatever you are facing is beyond your control. 

Can’t get your hands around it. Helpless. And that’s 

a feeling you really can’t take. 

 Some years ago there was a song recorded by 

Daniel Powter: Bad Day. The song had a really 

catchy tune, but it had no good news. “So you had 

a bad day.” Where do you turn when you are    

having a bad day? 

 Bad day? King David, the ancestor of Jesus our 

Savior could tell you about bad days. The Bible 

records one of those for us in 1 Samuel 30. Actually, 

David wasn’t king yet. God had promised he would 

be, but King Saul had the throne. King Saul was    

insanely jealous of David and had tried to kill      

David on more than one occasion. David had been 

moving about with a small army of about 600 men. 

Most of the time he was hanging out on the          

territorial edge of Israel’s enemies, so King Saul 

wouldn’t chase him. Sometimes David and his men 

had their wives and families with them. At this time 

they were living in the town of Ziklag. One day, 

while David and his army were away from home, 

an      enemy, the Amalekites, came and plundered 

and burned the town, also taking the women and       

children all captive. David and his men returned 

and the Bible tells us they wept until their strength 

was gone. Then David’s men, so embittered by 

what had happened, talked of stoning David. So 

you think you’ve had a bad day? 

 David was greatly distressed, as we could well 

image. What did David do? God’s Word tells us, 

“But David found strength in the LORD his 

God”    (1 Samuel 30:6). 

 The hymn writer proclaims for us, “When other 

helpers fail and comforts flee, Help of the helpless, 

O abide with me!” (LSB 878.1). That’s great, we 

say, but how do we find Him and how do we     

find and receive His strength?” 

Consider what the Word of God has to tell us 

through the writer of Psalm 119: “This is my   

comfort in my affliction, that Your promise gives 

me life” (v. 50). “I entreat Your favor with all my 

heart; be gracious to me according to Your 

promise” (v. 58). “Let Your steadfast love      

comfort me according to Your promise to Your 

servant” (v. 76). “Uphold me according to Your 

promise, that I may live, and let me not be put to 

shame in my hope!” (v. 116). “Keep steady my 

steps according to Your promise, and let no     

iniquity get dominion over me” (v. 133). “Your 

promise is well tried, and Your servant loves 

it” (v. 140). “My eyes are awake before the 

watches of the night, that I may meditate on Your 

promise” (v. 148).  

These verses make it clear that we find our 

strength in the Lord as we read, meditate upon, 

take to heart, believe, and live by God’s      

promises! God’s promises are given to us in His 

Word [there are roughly 7,500 promises of God 

to humankind in the Bible!] and St Paul declares, 

“all the promises of God find their Yes in Him. 

That is why it is through Him [Jesus] that we utter 

our Amen to God for His glory” (2 Cor. 1:20). 

Our precious Savior lived, died, and rose for us 

to forgive us our sins and to provide for us the 

eternal assurance that nothing will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 

(Romans 8:39). What a promise! And that is the 

solid basis for every other promise.  

Now, here’s your homework:  At another low-

point in David’s life his friend Jonathan helped 

him find strength in the Lord (1 Sam. 23:16). 

Prayerfully consider how you can encoruage a 

struggling friend to “find strength in the Lord.” 

You will both be blessed! 

Your fellow servant for Christ.   

 Pastor Mahnken 
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Ronnie & Evelyn Streck ........................ September 2, 1969 

Michael & Dianna Jepsen ..................... September 4, 1971 

Ross & Malory Wood............................ September 4, 2004 

Ryan & Rhonda Kragel ......................... September 5, 1981 

Randy & Lori Segebart ......................... September 5, 1987 

Jeff & Sandy Hummel ........................... September 6, 1980 

Jason & Angela Nielsen ........................ September 6, 1997 

Jeff & Cori Kragel ................................ September 7, 2013 

Brad & Sarah Lundell ........................... September 8, 2001 

Curtis & Angela Korner ........................ September 11, 1999 

Brandon & Megan Cornelius ................. September 12, 2015 

Leroy & Marlene Hight......................... September 14, 1968 

Darwin & Julie Petersen ....................... September 18, 1976 

Scott & Stacy Lindgren ......................... September 24, 1994 

Brett & Julie Wigg ............................... September 26, 1998 

 
Please notify the office of any  

omissions or corrections. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

September 1………………..Kevin Clausen 

Myla Streck 

September 2.………....Michelle Anderson 

Richard Hanlin 

Gerald Pedersen (97) 

Kathryn Sands 

September 3..………………..Suzann Ibach 

September 4…..…..…..……Colten Rogers 

Tyson Stoppel 

September 5……………..Leroy Fredericks 

Pastor Merle Mahnken 

September 6……………….....James Aldag 

Megan Ellerbeck 

Spencer Schultz 

Donovin Shafer 

Alan Weiss 

September 7……………………..Joel Bubke 

Shannon Henningsen 

September 8….…..….Carol Neddermeyer 

September 9……….………...Diana Schultz 

September 10……….Everleigh Mallinger 

September 11………..…..Jacalyn Petersen 

Matt Petersen 

Bobbie Weber 

September 12………...……...Travis Aldag 

September 13…….……..….Gaylen Jepsen 

Landon Struble 

Cristine Velasquez 

September 14……….………...…Lois Rothe 

September 15……..…...…...Linkin Beeck 

September 17…………………Jill Andresen 

Marie Peters 

September 18………….………..Anne Abbe 

Heather Aldag 

Stacy Lindgren 

Roger Walde 

September 19…………..……...Tara Jepsen 

Marian Stockfleth 

September 20………….…….Karlon Bubke 

September 22………….Marlene Bachman 

September 23…………...…..Neal Nahnsen 

September 24………………...Larry Jensen 

Todd Schultz 

September 25………….…...Kyle Andresen 

Ryan Jepsen 

DeWayne Schultz 

Brian Zavitz 

September 27……..……..Roger Schneider 

Sandy Wittorf 

September 29……….……...Cody Segebart 

Cory Thies 

Troy Voss 

September 30……………..….Jazlyn Beeck 

Jeremy Jepsen 
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From the Church  

Record Book 

 

Baptized: “Let the little children come unto Me….”   

Hadley Kinsey Nahnsen, born May 20, 2022, daughter of 

Adam & Megan Nahnsen, was baptized on August 14, 2022.  

 

Deaths: “I am the Resurrection...” 

Mardella Andresen, age 85, died August 22, 2022, and was 

buried August 26 in the Morgan Cemetery, Schleswig, IA.  

T H E  S E P T E M B E R  I M M A N U E L  M E S S E N G E R  

Special Door Offerings for Support 

of Lutheran Family Service  

Over the next three years, Lutheran 

Family Service will carry out the $2.8 

million Healthy Together initiative to 

equip LFS to accomplish what God has prepared them to 

do – grow their mental health counseling capacity to 

serve all church workers in Iowa and across the Greater 

Midwest! Our Iowa District West in Convention pledged 

to give $400,000 from endowments as a catalyst to this 

effort. Other funds will come from congregations and   

individual donors. Our Voters at our July meeting        

designated two door-offerings in support of this effort. 

The first door offering will be received Sunday, Sept. 25, 

and the second will be Sunday, October 16. 
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To: Immanuel Lutheran Church. Thank you very much 
for your generous donation to Under the Son Childcare. 
We are thrilled to have your support!  
We are excited to open our doors in August offering a 
comfortable, safe and fun environment and motivating 
children’s social, mental and physical development. 
Sincerely, Under the Son Staff and Board 
 

 

Sunday, September 25, 2022 

Come and celebrate! 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:00-11:00 a.m. Entertainment and 

Social in Parish Hall 

11:00 a.m. Catered Meal  
 

Tours offered of church and school facilities after the meal. 

Iowa District West Youth Gatherings 
 

SAVE THE DATES! Registration information will 

be coming out in August.  
 

Junior Youth Gathering 
October 22-23, 2022 

 

The Sheraton-West Des Moines 
Topic: Apostles Creed 
Cost: $175 
Theme Verse: 1 Corinthians 6:11 
 

“And such were some of you. But you were washed, 
you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” 

 
Senior Youth Gathering 
November 18-20, 2022 

 

Holiday Inn at the Airport-Des Moines 
Cost: $250 
Theme Verse: 1 Peter 3:15 
 

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you 
to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do 
this with gentleness and respect.” 

Thrivent Supports Kentucky Flood Relief 

Devastating flooding recently struck multiple Kentucky 
counties, affecting more than 100,000 people. Thrivent is 
coming along side of you to help those impacted.  

Make a donation; Thrivent will boost it with a 
$100,000 match!   

For every $2 you donate through Thrivent's online giving 
platform, Thrivent will add $1. Thrivent will also pay all the 
processing fees so 100% will go directly to the cause. 
This online disaster response campaign has a maximum 
match of $100,000 or October 1, 2022, the sooner of the 
two. Thrivent will also pay up to $300,000 in online      
processing fees per calendar year for personal donations 
made through Thrivent's online giving platform. You can 
choose to give through one of three agencies: Lutheran 
Disaster Relief, Christian Appalachian  Project, or Convoy 
of Hope.  

Visit https://www.thrivent.com/about-us/membership/
disaster-response for more information! 

     It is getting harder and harder for 
single women and men to find other 
singles with a Lutheran worldview.    

Pr. Neil Wehmas of St. Paul Lutheran 
Church in Ida Grove is hoping to build 
a Lutheran singles ministry for the   
Omaha & Sioux City areas.  

The tentative first meet-up will be Sunday, September 11th. If you are 
interested you can text/call at 515-201-3753 or e-mail him at pastor-
wehmas@gmail.com. 

The Crawford County Arts Council presents its 2022-

2023 season membership drive through September 15. 

A membership of $35 single, $70 family or $80 for silver 

patrons is your admission to five wonderful concerts in October 

and November 2022 & March, April and May 2023. Tickets are 

available from Marlene Hight 712-676-3894 or 712-369-1337. 



~ THE LWML INVITES  

ALL LADIES ~ 
 

In August we held a brief business 

meeting so we would have time afterwards to  

assemble the 80 hygiene kits for “Our 80” project 

to be donated to Orphan Grain Train. Having 

many hands made it a quick and enjoyable     

project. We are sure they will be appreciated by 

those who receive them. 
 

A reminder of upcoming events is as follows: 

August 20th - Kiron St. John’s is having a 

garage sale along with rolls and a luncheon. 

September 17th - Calf show dinner. A sign-up 

sheet will be placed in the narthex. 

September 24th - Fall retreat at Mission   

Central  

September 29th - LWML fall rally at Zion, 

Denison 
 

The hot August weather made us appreciate    

refreshments of root beer floats provided by Judy 

and Peggy. 
 

Donna Harm, Secretary 

 

 

Silent Star 

By Tracie Petersen 
 

Hope is fragile that long ago winter in    

Haven, Pennsylvania. 
 

Andy Gilbert walks through snow with his 

mailbag of telegrams which he delivers to local 

families, informing them of the loss or missing 

in action of their loved ones. The Japanese had 

attacked Pearl Harbor two years earlier and 

the war was raging in Europe. Most of the 

young men have been sent off to fight with the 

local National Guard to serve a year overseas. 
 

People who Andy knew as friends now shun 

him and blame him for the bad news he        

delivers to their homes. It has become a heavy 

burden for him to carry. Andy and his father 

were involved in a car accident which took his 

father’s life and left Andy with a bad limp. He 

quit school and became the sole support for he 

and his mother. After her death, he lost the 

one person who loved and cared for him. It had 

become a lonely and sad life for him. 
 

Christmas was soon approaching and Andy 

took a wreath to his parents’ grave. It was 

comforting to him to tell his parents the things 

going on and how much he missed them.  
 

Also visiting the cemetery was a lonely  

widow, Estella Nelson. She overhears Andy 

and decides to make it her mission to befriend 

Andy and find out more about him. Estella is a 

determined woman of deep faith and will bring 

a new meaning to Andy’s life and each will fill 

a void the other is needing. Estella, along with 

the new young minister in town, will bring   

together a new understanding of how this war 

has put a wedge between them all. 
 

There are many books by this author in our 

library. This is a shorter story and a good one! 
 

     —Submitted by Elaine Teut 
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From Your library . . .  
“Have we got a book for you!”  
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African Radio Ministries—News 
 

Dear Mission friends, 
 

The radio ministry in Liberia has benefitted greatly 

from ARM Treasurer Linda Kurtz’s connection with 

Hope and Care Outreach, a group that manages a 

clinic, schools, an orphanage and two radio        

programs. In addition, Linda supervises ARM     

worship programs in four Liberian languages.  
 

Hope and Care recently offered a three-day vision 

clinic which served 375 people. Patients were     

given an exam and then fitted with glasses at no 

cost. But saving the best for last, each patient       

received prayer and counseling from Pastor Nat 

Taylor and other church leaders. If patients had no 

church home they were connected to a Lutheran 

church in their community. Reports are not final but 

already five new worshippers have come to the 

main Hope and Care services as a result of the    

vision clinic.  
 

ARM also added to the blessings of the Vision   

Clinic. Pastor Nat and Rev. Willie publicized the 

clinic following the weekly broadcast worship    

services. They received over 500 calls and were 

able to pray with, counsel and answer questions 

from listeners. Then callers were connected to the 

nearest ELCLS (Lutheran) church in their            

community. 
 

Younan Bashir has returned from the survey trip in 

the Western Nuba Mountains reporting great needs 

for schools, the Gospel and for water. 
 

There are many orphans and little food for them. 

Pray with us that we can find partners to address 

some of these issues. 
 

In June, Church Mother Aste’s house was burned 

because she was hiding a fugitive. The new house  

is nearing completion thanks to ARM partners in the 

US and Ethiopia.  
 

Linda and her supportive husband John are a God-

sent answer to our prayers for assistance. She      

receives and deposits donations and sends out 

thank you letters. She manages the ARM programs 

in Liberia and has agreed to take on the Ethiopian 

management with Rev. Mengistu. God has also 

blessed us with Jerry and Linda Doehling,           

supporters and friends from Lincoln, Nebraska who 

send the monthly newsletter to inform and thank 

you for making this work possible. 
 

Your partners in the harvest. 
John & Kathy Duitsman  

and Missionary Linda Kurtz 

Hello there, we made it! I am so glad to share with all of you 

that our events for the months of July and August were a   

success! Our Hispanic Ministries were enriched by means of 

new relationships with new partners in ministry, new       

commitments to share about the outreach among our       

communities, and fundraising monies to continue supporting 

our families and ministry. 
 

In July, we accomplished our second Rummage Sale. We 

were able to help our Denison community by selling lots of 

great stuff at very low prices, meeting lots of prospects for 

our ministry, and getting to know many of our volunteers and 

donors.  
 

Our VII National Hispanic Convention in Orlando, Florida 

was a blessing to the eight of us who were able to go and 

participate. It was a first for our members from the Denison 

and Storm Lake Hispanic churches. They loved it and were 

amazed to meet some of our national and international    

leaders in our LCMS and partners from around the world and 

learn from them about the efforts going on in sharing about 

our Lord Jesus around our Latin American countries and the 

world. They have so much to share about this blessing! 
 

After three years of not being able to continue our Camp 

Okoboji retreat, we were able to go and grow in our faith by 

sharing God’s Word and enjoying the beauty of God’s      

creation with some of our members and friends. On Sunday, 

August 7, I was privileged to lead the bilingual worship    

service at the camp. Thanks to Kirk, the staff, and Pastor Ryan 

Roehrig for helping make this service a great event of praise 

and glory to Our Savior Jesus!  
 

I will be participating in several LWML Zone Rallies this 

month. I am so excited to be part of these events as I am   

given the opportunity to share what is happening around our 

District in regard to our efforts to bring more Hispanics to 

our churches and prepare new leaders to take the challenge 

in meeting the spiritual needs of the ever-growing Hispanic 

community in our state and country! It is happening, my 

brothers and sisters, and your prayers and support are 

needed! 
 

Thanks to the brothers and sisters from St. Paul in Ida Grove 

for allowing us to host the taco sale to serve the bicycle    

riders participating in the RAGBRAI event. We sold around 

2,000 tacos! We had so much fun working together with more 

than 30 volunteers from several churches. We enjoyed     

having a bilingual worship service with our fellow Christians 

before the taco sale. We are ready for the next one as     

RAGBRAI will be celebrating their 50th anniversary next 

year. Be ready! We may ask your church to host the next  

taco sale and ask you for volunteers to make it happen.  
 

The money we raised will be used to support the ongoing 

Hispanic outreach and the needs of our families. Together 

with your help and support, we continue our mission to bring 

the message of salvation to our Hispanic brothers and       

sisters. It is happening and God is opening new                  

opportunities. 
 

Bendiciones, 

Rev. Pedro L. Lopez 



 

 

 

 

 

 
It’s here! The beginning of our school 
year. I’m sitting in the classroom 
thinking of all I have yet to do before 
the littles arrive. The list is getting 
smaller and the excitement is begin-
ning to mount. We will be blessed 
with 32 little bodies in our classroom 
this year along with a new associate, 
Judy Gierstorf.  We are eager to see 
what God has for each child He has 
sent us. 
 
As I was out walking the other day, I 
could see something dancing on the 
road. I couldn’t tell what it was, but it 
was going this way and that way and 
looked really pretty.  As I got closer, 
I discovered it was simply a piece of 
paper (and not even a whole one at 
that).  It was dirty, ripped, and must 
have somehow landed in the middle of 
the road.  You know what struck me 
about that piece of paper which most 
people would have considered        
garbage? If it had been laying in a 
heap on the ground (okay, so it wasn’t 
as large as a heap, but it adds to the 
mental picture), I would have been 
perturbed that someone had thrown 
their garbage in front of our 
house.  However, when the wind got a 
hold of it, it twirled and danced and 
was a beautiful sight to behold. It 
could be seen and enjoyed from quite 
a distance.  We are no different.  I’m 
not saying we’re garbage by any 
means, but before Jesus we are    
certainly lost and covered in sin. Let’s 
face it, we’re not all that attractive 
of a spiritual sight. But, when we   
surrender our lives to Jesus, God 
doesn’t see the sin. He sees His 
Son.  He looks at you and He looks at 

me and He gets to say, “covered.”  Yep, 
covered by the blood of the Lamb of 
God. Wait! It gets better. Because Jesus 
is residing inside of His children, we have 
the “wind” of His Spirit. Not only are we 
cleansed, but The Holy Spirit guides us, 
directs us, comforts us, and allows us to 
live life in freedom.  We become like the 
beautiful scrap paper on the road. We 
dance, we spin, and we reflect His love 
and grace to others. Because when the 
Son sets us free, we are free               
indeed.  (John 8:36) 
   
I pray that as the year progresses, each 
child will spin and dance in more spiritual 
freedom. God has designed each one with 
a unique and special plan. He has given 
them gifts and talents which can be used 
to bring Him glory. Please join me in 
prayer that as they grow in the 
knowledge of His love each child will 
leave here experiencing more freedom 
and victory in their walk with Christ than 
when they arrived. And please pray that 
their families and we as a staff get to 
walk in more of it as well.  We don’t want 
to miss one day of all He has waiting for 
us!  Thank you for your prayers! 
 

All to Jesus we surrender, 
Mrs. Gustafson 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  
 
Preschool 
 
1:30 p.m. LWML 
 
6:30 p.m.  
Study-Hope 

2 
 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
5 p.m.  
Worship w/HC 

4 
 

9 a.m. Worship 
w/HC 
10:15 SS & BC  

5 Labor Day 
 

Church Office 
Closed 

 

No Preschool 

6 
 
Preschool 
 
 
 
 

 

7 
 

6:30 Bible Study 
 
p.m. Preschool 
 
Confirmation 

8 
 

Preschool 
 
9 a.m. Quilting 
 
6:30 p.m.  
Study-Hope 
 
 
 

9 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 p.m.  
Worship w/HC 

11 Patriot Day 
Grandparents Day 
 

9 a.m. Worship  
10:15 SS & BC  

SS Rally Day 
 

 
 
 
 
 

12  
 
Preschool 
 
 
 

13 
 
Preschool 
 
 

14 
 
6:30 Bible Study 
 
p.m. Preschool 
 
Confirmation 
 
 

15 
 
Preschool 
 
6:30 p.m.  
Study-Hope 
 
Preschool Family 
Night 
 
 

16 
 
 
Carnival 
Basket Raffle 
5 pm Pedal Pull 
 

17 
 
 
Craft Fair 
10:30 am Parade 
 

Immanuel’s  
Dinner till 1 pm 
 

2:30 pm Cribbage 
 

5 p.m. 
Worship w/HC 

18 
 

9 a.m. Worship 
w/HC 
10:15 SS & BC  
 
8am-Noon 
Pancake Breakfast 
at Comm. Bldg.  
 

 
 

19 
 
No Preschool 
 
 
 

20 
 
Preschool 
 
Messenger  
Deadline for  
October issue 
 
 

21 
 
6:30 Bible Study 
 
p.m. Preschool 
 

1 p.m.  
Volunteers to 
OGT 
 
Confirmation 

22 Fall Begins 
 
Preschool 
 

9 a.m. Quilting  
 

6:30 p.m.  
Study-Hope 
 
 

23 24 
 
 
LWML Fall   
Retreat at  
Mission Central 
 
 
5 p.m.  
Worship w/HC 

25 

 
9 a.m. Worship 
10:15 SS & BC  
 
 

Zion 150th 
9 am Worship 
10 am Social Hour 
11 am Catered Meal 

26 
 
Preschool 
 
6 p.m.  
Board of Ed 

27 
 

Preschool 

28 
 
6:30 Bible Study 
 
p.m. Preschool 
 
8:45 a.m.  
Newsletter  
Assemblage 
 
Confirmation 

29 
 
Preschool 
 
9 a.m. LWML 
Zone Rally 
 
6:30 p.m.  
Study-Hope 

30  

Immanuel Lutheran Church,                    

Schleswig, Iowa SEPTEMBER 2022SEPTEMBER 2022SEPTEMBER 2022   

Preschool  
Mon., Tues., Thurs.:  8:00 a.m.—3:10 p.m.                                                                             
Wed.:  11:45 a.m.—3:10 p.m. 
 

Confirmation 
5th grade:  3:30 p.m.—5:15 p.m. 

6th, 7th & 8th grade:  6:15 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 

<—Calf Show Weekend—> 

District Pastors Conference 



Non Profit              
U.S. Postage        

PAID                 
Schleswig, Iowa  

Permit No. 19 

TO EVERYONE IN THE HOME OF: 

OUR MISSION  
STATEMENT:  

“Together in Christ, 
we grow through the 

Word and  
Sacraments, serving 

our Lord and  
sharing His saving 

grace with all  
people.” 

 

IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL  
LUTHERAN CHURCH  

501 Glad St.  PO Box 27   Schleswig, Iowa 51461 
 

Change Service  
Requested 

T HE IM MAN UE L M E SS E NG ER 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CH URCH 
501 Glad St.  PO Box 27   Schleswig, Iowa 51461 

                        Office: 712-676-2235   

Saturday Worship at 5 p.m. w/HC          

Sunday Worship at 9 a.m. HC on first & third Sundays 

Sunday School and Bible Classes at 10:15 a.m. 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 

E-mail: immansch@iowatelecom.net    

                      or: markey@iowatelecom.net          

Website: www.immanuelschleswig.com     

“Like” us on Facebook 

Pastor: Merle F. Mahnken— 

Home Ph.: 712-676-2242   Cell Ph.: 712-269-6364  

Assisting Pastor: Kurt Kaiser   

 Cell Ph.: 712-269-8452  
Office: Amanda Bruhn and Valerie Teut 

Preschool: Leslie Gustafson  

Organist: Marlene Hight 

Janitor: Jolene Whiteing 

Snow Removal and Lawn Care: 

Ryan Jepsen; 712-790-1603 

Loren and Janice Jepsen               


