
God has created us in a marvelous way. In this 

article I want to focus a bit on Godõs creation of our 

minds, how He wants to fill them and guide them.  

The human mind receives, stores, and processes 

information. From even before birth, at a certain 

stage of development, even the unborn child is    

receiving and processing information. The human 

mind thinks, feels, perceives, imagines,                 

remembers, and wills to action or inaction in so 

many ways.  

When I was a young person, still living at home, I 

knew of a young couple whose language was filled 

with cursing, swearing, and profanity. They had a 

son. The son, from the earliest days of his mindõs 

functioning heard that language. When he began to 

talk, he began to curse, swear, and use profane   

language. His parents and their friends thought it 

was cute and actually encouraged it! I cannot        

imagine what it was like when that child began 

school and used that language, without even     

thinking about it, without even knowing it was sinful 

and wrong.  

Of course, what fills our minds ñthe information 

we take inñgreatly affects the way we feel about 

ourselves and others. Our thinking also greatly    

affects the way we behave. Dr. Stephen M.         

Saunders, a clinical psychologist and psychology 

professor at Marquette University, Milwaukee 

writes, òOur feelings and behavior can greatly     

influence how we think, but thinking tends to be a 

greater  influence  on the other  two. The way we think 

is the predominant determinant of our feelings and 

behavioró (Martin Luther on Mental Health, pages 

31-32). For example, a friend encourages Mary to 

join the church choir. Mary thinks people will mock 

her singing ability, and she feels anxious about join-

ing the church choir, so she does not join the choir.  

The point is the information and messages that 

our minds take in and our mixed -up (and often 

wrong) feelings based on what the sinful world tells 

us fill our minds, and these have a powerful impact 

on our belief system and our behavior.  

Our loving and faithful God has a message for 

you and me, given to us in the Bible, His Word for 

us. It is a message to shape our hearts and minds 

and behavior according to His desire. God loves 

each one of us perfectly and unconditionally. 

Godõs love for us does not depend on whether the 

world around us thinks that we are attractive. 

Godõs love for us does not depend on our mental 

or physical ability. He has made us and we are 

His. Our sins had separated us from Him. Our sins 

had so messed up our thinking, our feelings, and 

our behavior that we had turned away from Him.  

God loves us so much that He came searching 

for us to bring us back! He sent His own Son,     

Jesus, to live and die for us for the forgiveness of 

our sins. He rose from the dead to break the   

power of sin and death over us. God has sent His 

Holy Spirit into our lives to convict us of His truth 

and to bring us to faith in Jesus that we might     

receive His love and so with the Psalm writer we 

pray, òCreate in me a clean heart, O God, and  

renew a right spirit within meó (Psalm 51:10).   

Renewed by Godõs forgiving love, we also pray, 

òLead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are 

the God of my salvation,ó (Psalm 25:5), and 

òTeach me good judgment and knowledge, for I 

believe in Your commandmentsó (Psalm 119:66). 

This is also why it is so important for us to 

bring our children and grandchildren to Sunday 

School, so that they may learn what God wants to 

teach them about His love and life with Him. This 

is why it is so important for us to keep reading our 

Bibles and coming to Bible Class, so that God can 

renew our minds to shape our beliefs about our-

selves and our world and behave in a way that is 

pleasing to Him and good for us. This is also 

Godõs answer to all our anxiety and fearsñto let 

Him teach us and reassure us in who He is for us, 

the One in whom we have the peace of God, 

which surpasses all understanding, [He will] 

guard our hearts and our minds in Christ Jesus 

(Philippians 4:7).  

Your fellow servant for Christ.    

 Pastor Mahnken 
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Ronnie & Evelyn Streck  ........................  September 2, 1969  

Michael & Dianna Jepsen  .....................  September 4, 1971  

Ross & Malory Wood ............................  September 4, 2004  

Ryan & Rhonda Kragel  .........................  September 5, 1981  

Randy & Lori Segebart  .........................  September 5, 1987  

Jeff & Sandy Hummel  ...........................  September 6, 1980  

Jason & Angela Nielsen  ........................  September 6, 1997  

Jeff & Cori Kragel  ................................  September 7, 2013  

Brad & Sarah Lundell  ...........................  September 8, 2001  

Curtis & Angela Korner  ........................  September 11, 1999  

Leroy & Marlene Hight .........................  September 14, 1968  

Darwin & Julie Petersen  .......................  September 18, 1976  

Scott & Stacy Lindgren  .........................  September 24, 1994  
 

Please notify the office of any  

omissions or corrections. 
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Come Join Us  under the big tent uptown on Sunday,   

September 15 at 9:00 am for a community worship service 
as we finish celebrating Schleswigõs quasquicentennial!     
All are welcome to join!  
 
Immanuel will still have our regular Saturday evening    
worship with Holy Communion at 5:00 pm in the church on 
September 14. On Sunday, in lieu of traditional Sunday 
school, there is a childrenõs event being planned. Stay tuned 
for more details.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

September 1éééééé..é..Kevin Clausen 

Myla Streck  

Adam Vandevanter  

September 2.ééééé...Michelle Anderson 

Richard Hanlin  

Gerald Pedersen (99)  

Kathryn Sands  

September 3é....éééééé..Suzann Ibach 

September 4ééé.é..é..ééColten Rogers 

Tyson Stoppel  

September 5éééé..éé..Leroy Fredericks 

Pastor Merle Mahnken  

September 6ééééé..é  Megan Ellerbeck 

Spencer Schultz  

Donovin Shafer  

Alan Weiss  

September 7ééééééééé....Joel Bubke 

Shannon Henningsen  

September 8ééé....é.Carol Neddermeyer 

September 9éééé...ééé...Diana Schultz 

September 10ééééé.Everleigh Mallinger 

September 11ééé.éééé.é.Jac Petersen 

Matt Petersen  

Bobbie Weber  

September 12ééééé..éé...Travis Aldag 

September 13éé.éééé.é.Gaylen Jepsen 

Trevor Ransom  

Landon Struble  

Cristine Velasquez  

September 14ééé.éééé.....éLois Rothe 

September 15ééé....é...é...Linkin Beeck 

September 17éééééé..ééJill Andresen 

Tayten Kline  

Marie Peters  

September 18ééé..éé.ééé..Anne Abbe 

Heather Aldag  

Stacy Lindgren  

Roger Walde  

September 19ééééé....éé...Tara Jepsen 

Marian Stockfleth (90)  

September 20éééé.éé..é.Karlon Bubke 

September 22éé..ééé.Marlene Bachman 

September 23ééé......Tiffany Friedrichsen 

Randy Jensen  

Neal Nahnsen  

September 24éééééé..é...Larry Jensen 

Todd Schultz  

September 25éééé..é.é...Kyle Andresen 

Ryan Jepsen  

DeWayne Schultz  

Maverick Walker  

Brian Zavitz  

September 27éé..ééé....Roger Schneider 

Sandy Wittorf  

September 29ééé........Beckham Caldwell 

Cody Segebart  

Cory Thies  

Troy Voss  

September 30éééééé....é.Jazlyn Beeck 

Jeremy Jepsen  
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From the Church  

Record Book 
 

Baptized: òLet the little children come unto Meé.ó   

Cove Emma Riessen, daughter of Nick Riessen and Haley 

Miller was baptized on August 3, 2024.  

 

Dismissals: òMay God continue to bless you.ó 

Angela Roesner, Ashley, Sara and Jenna were released by 

personal request on July 7, 2024.  

T H E  S E P T E M B E R  I M M A N U E L  M E S S E N G E R  
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Water Damage at Camp Okoboji  
 

Camp Okoboji sustained water damage to 

buildings following the significant weather 

event at the end of June. Also, many of our 

docks will need to be replaced.  
 

Please consider making a special donation for water damage repairs by  

sending a gift to Camp Okoboji, 1531 Edgewood Dr., Milford, IA 51351 or 

going online at campokoboji.org/donations.php.  
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