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THANKSGIVING EVE 
November 26, 2025 

“A Time to Remember”   
AS WE GATHER 
“It has long been the custom of our people to turn in the fruitful autumn of the year in praise and 
thanksgiving to Almighty God for His many blessings and mercies to us.” These words written 
by President Woodrow Wilson for Thanksgiving one hundred years ago are just as timely now 
as they were then. We are a blessed people, and there is so much for which we can turn in 
praise and thanksgiving to God! As the Lord Jesus sets a Thanksgiving banquet before you 
today in His Word, join with your Christian family to turn and give Him thanks and praise for the 
saving work He does in your life. “Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; for His steadfast 
love endures forever!” (Psalm 118:1). 
 

THE EUCHARIST is one of the names for the Lord’s Supper, and it means “Thanksgiving”. 
There is every reason to lift up our hearts in thanksgiving as the exalted Lord comes to us with 
His body and blood for our forgiveness! Jesus also gives us reason to live by every word that 
God speaks. Because the Bible bears witness to unity in faith (doctrine) by those communing 
together, we ask guests desiring to commune to speak with the pastor before the service. 
 

THE WELCOME 
 

THE OPENING HYMN #790  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 
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(please stand) 
 

THE INVOCATION AND OPENING VERSES 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
P: I will praise the name of God with a song; 
C: I will magnify Him with thanksgiving. 
P: Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise!  
C: Give thanks to Him; bless His name! 
P: For the Lord is good; His mercy endures forever,  
C: and His faithfulness to all generations.  Psalm 69:30; 100:4–5 
 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  Deuteronomy 8:6 
P: You shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God 
C: by walking in His ways and by fearing Him. 
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, to bow before Him in thanksgiving, and to 

receive Christ’s body and blood in the Lord’s Supper, let us first confess before our holy 
God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed. We daily fall short 
of His glory. We can never purify ourselves from our sins. Together, as His family in Jesus 
Christ, let us seek our Father’s cleansing forgiveness. 

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 

P: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; for His mercy endures forever! 
 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 67 (ESV) 
P: May God be gracious to us and bless us 
C: and make His face to shine upon us, 
P: that Your way may be known on earth, 
C: Your saving power among all nations. 
P: Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
C: let all the peoples praise You! 
P: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
C: for You judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. 
P: Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
C: let all the peoples praise You! 
P: The earth has yielded its increase; 
C: God, our God, shall bless us. 
P: God shall bless us; 
C: let all the ends of the earth fear Him! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

  

(please be seated) 
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THE HYMN OF PRAISE #893  “Sing to the Lord of Harvest” 

 

 

 

 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, whose mercies are new every morning and whose goodness, 
 though undeserved, still abundantly provides for all our wants of body and soul, grant us, 
 we humbly pray, Your Holy Spirit that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful 
 goodness toward us, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing 
 obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with  
 You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING  Deuteronomy 8:1-14, 17-20 (ESV) 
“The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to do, that you may 
live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the Lord swore to give to your fathers.  
And you shall remember the whole way that the Lord your God has led you these forty years in 
the wilderness, that He might humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether 
you would keep His commandments or not. And He humbled you and let you hunger and fed 
you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you 
know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the 
mouth of the Lord. Your clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not swell these forty 
years. Know then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the Lord your God disciplines 
you. So you shall keep the commandments of the Lord your God by walking in His ways and by 
fearing Him. For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, 
of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines 
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and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land in which you will eat 
bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and out of 
whose hills you can dig copper. And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the Lord your 
God for the good land He has given you. Take care lest you forget the LORD your God by not 
keeping His commandments and His rules and His statutes, which I command you today, lest, 
when you have eaten and are full and have built good houses and live in them, and when your 
herds and flocks multiply and your silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied, 
then your heart be lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery . . . . Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the 
might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.’ You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is 
He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may confirm His covenant that He swore to your 
fathers, as it is this day. And if you forget the LORD your God and go after other gods and serve 
them and worship them, I solemnly warn you today that you shall surely perish. Like the nations 
that the LORD makes to perish before you, so shall you perish, because you would not obey the 
voice of the LORD your God.” 

 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!                                  
 

THE EPISTLE  1 Timothy 2:1-4 (ESV) 
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made 
for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet 
life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our 
Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

(please stand) 
 

THE VERSE  (sung)  (#805) 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 17:11-19 (ESV) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. And as He 
entered a village, He was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted up their voices, 
saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” When He saw them He said to them, “Go and show 
yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. Then one of them, when he 
saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face at 
Jesus' feet, giving Him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten 
cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this 
foreigner?” And He said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.”  
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
The First Article and the Explanation as presented by Martin Luther in the Small Catechism 

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
P: What does this mean? 
C: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and 

soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes 
care of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and 
home, spouse and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily 
provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. He defends me against 
all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of 
fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all 
this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. This is most certainly 
true. 

(please be seated) 
 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY #785  “We Praise You, O God”    

 

 

 

 
                                                                         

THE SERMON  “A Time to Remember”  Text:  Deuteronomy 8:1-14, 17-20 
 

THE PRESENTATION OF OUR OFFERINGS #806  “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart”  

 Give thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to the Holy One, 
Give thanks because He’s given  Jesus Christ His Son.  (Repeat) 
 

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” Let the poor say “I am rich,” 
Because of what the Lord has done for us.  (Repeat) 
 

Give thanks, give thanks. 
© 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012547. 

 

(please stand) 
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: With great thanksgiving for all God has given us, we pray for the whole people of God in 

Christ Jesus and all people according to their needs. 
C: We come before You, Lord with thankful hearts for all You have done. Lord, hear our 

prayer. 
P: Almighty God, we confess that You have given us all we have, 
C: yet we often foolishly think what we have is of our doing. Forgive us for our 

foolishness. Lord, hear our prayer. 
P: We remember those in our church family and those we know who are sick and suffering, 

including Travis Aldag, Michelle Kragel, and those whom we name in our hearts [silence for 

private prayer] . . . . Trusting in Your great mercy, 
C: We lift them up You, to the great heavenly physician, asking You, dear Lord, to bring 

healing and health, bringing remedies as only You can and according to Your will. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

P: We recall that You have called us in Scripture to pray for kings and all in authority that we 
might live peaceful lives. 

C: We pray for every ruler in every land, including our President, Congress, all 
government officials and judges. Guide all by Your Holy Spirit to accomplish Your 
will on this earth, that Your kingdom may come to us and many others. Lord, hear 
our prayer. 

P: We are also reminded by Your Word to pray for those who are persecuted. 
C: We ask that You would be with them in their hour of trial; strengthen their faith and 

remind them of their great reward. Lord, hear our prayer. 
P: Each year, Your people of old would recall who they were because of Your blessings. 
C: We, like them, are nobody apart from You. Through the cross and empty tomb, You 

make us Yours by faith, members of Your family, for which we give You thanks. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

P: Your Word calls us to remember the poor and those in need. 
C: By Your Holy Spirit, open our eyes that we may see those who are poor and in need 

that we can serve them. Lord, hear our prayer. 
P: Lord Jesus Christ, You have sent Your Holy Spirit into our hearts, by which we have 

believed Your Word and are members of Your kingdom, 
C: but we know there are those who do not believe in You. Use us by Your Spirit, 

according to Your will, that these ripe fields may bring a great harvest for Your 
glory. Lord, hear our prayer. 

P: We lift these and all the prayers of our hearts before Your throne, almighty God. 
C: We pray in the name of Jesus, who with You and the Holy Spirit is one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

THE PREFACE  (responses are sung)  (page 160 in the hymnal) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.   
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P: Almighty God, it is truly good, right, and salutary that we should offer You thanksgiving 

every day. You have blessed us in every way. You have provided for us all that we need 
for life; every day You pour out blessing after blessing upon us. The greatest blessing You 
have given us is in the forgiveness of sins through Jesus' life, death on the cross and 
Resurrection for us. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: 
 Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna.  
 Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created, and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 
of His body and His blood on the cross. Gathered in the name and the remembrance of 
Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 
Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the 
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
   

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
P:  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 

comes.  (1 Corinthians 11:26) 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  (Revelation 22:20) 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: (sung) Amen. 
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THE AGNUS DEI ~ LAMB OF GOD  (page 163 in the hymnal) 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

(please be seated) 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

#641  “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications. 

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990 
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#892  “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

 

 

 

 
 

#789  “Praise and Thanksgiving” 

 

 

 
Text: © 1987 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990 

Tune: Public domain 
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(please stand)   
 

THE DISMISSAL  
P: The body and blood of our Lord strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life    

everlasting. Depart  in peace. 
C: Amen.                                                       
 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give thanks to You, heavenly Father, that You have given us pardon for our sins and 

peace through this Sacrament. Strengthened by Your grace, we pray that Your Holy Spirit 
will so guide us that we give thanks to You each day in all that we think, say and do; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance on you and  give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

(please be seated) 
 

THE CLOSING HYMN #894  “For the Fruits of His Creation” 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012547. 
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Please greet one another before you leave. 

God grant you a Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving! 

Happy Thanksgiving!


